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"TO THE 


$188, 


S Mr. n e d 5 

the patronage of the KING 

of DENMARK for the original, | 
from which this work is taken, 
none can blame my ambition in 
preſuming to lay theſe volumes 


at Vour MAJEs T Y's feet. 1 
have here attempted to tranſlate, 


A 2 


iv DEDICATION. 


from the native language of Your 


ROYAL Conso0RT' into Your 
Own, a work calculated to in- 
ſpire every pious, every virtuous 
ſentiment, to fill the mind with 
an awful reverence and love of 
the great and incomprehenſible 
| Gop and FarnER of all; with 
the ſublimeſt and moſt 3 ' 
gratitude to our gracious Re-. : 
\ DEEMER, Aﬀd a perfect deteſta- , 
tion and abhorrence of all vice: 
x this work therefore naturally 
claims the Patronage of a 


PRINCE, who, undazzled by the 6-2 


glitter, of a Throne, and all the 


of Royalty, does not 
8 


'DBDICATION. 1 


-bluſh at owning himſelf a Cant- | 
STIAN, and at paying an humble 
obedience to the K ING o'r 

Ki1ges. It claims the atro * 

age of a learned EN GLIS R 
PRI N OB, who - is a Friend to 
Religion, a Friend to Virtue, a 


Friend to the Muſes, a Friend 


to n Aa. Friend to Man- 
kid. a 1.6.7 . 99:0 n 
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NU Your Mag EST 1 Fon 5 
for Vour people meet with the 
return of love and chearful af 
fection, and Vour ſubjects view 
* Your good intentions 8 | 


vi DEDICATION. 
fectionate gratitude. - May Your 
'MajzsTyY beever ſenſible that 
Tour private felicity is "cloſely 
connected with that of Your 
people.” May the pleaſing glow 
of ſelflapprobation, which Pro- 
vidence has implanted in the ſoul 
bent on doing good, be never 
I-ITI idamp'd by the ſpeeches of folly, | 
by the bitterneſs of a miſtaken 
mind, or by the venom of mali- 
= licious and ungrateful ſuſpicions; J 
and Your MajzsTY's favourite 
deſigns, calculated to give proſ- 
perity to Your people, never be 
defeated, never be retarded by 
the oppoſition of” che ſelf-inte- 


wx 


DEDICATION. vu 
reſted: and the ambitious, . 85 May 
the rectitude of Vour heart, and 
the wiſdom of Your councils, 
ſhine ſo conſpicuous, as to break 
through the clouds rais d by diſ- 
cord. May envy and malice fly 
before You, and, ſtruck. by the 
virtues that beſt adorn a throne, -: 

bluſh, faint, and die. May do- 
: meſtic e founded on the 
virtues of Your amiable Con- 
SORT, and Your growing Or r- 
spRlxe, ever remain undiſturb'd, - 
and, at length, after a long and 
happy reign, may Your MA- 
JESTY's piety and love for Your 
5 por be rewarded with purer 
| A 5 


and nobler felicity, chan ever 
flualls to the lot of mortals. Theſe 

are the ſincere and ardent wiſhes 
C 


Your MaJjzsTy's. 
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Mioſt dutiful and 1 
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Moſt devote 
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H E "ak fuceels of 
Tux DPrATrR or Avi, and 
hs high opinion many y perſons of 
diſtinguiſſꝰd merit have entertain 
of that work, render*d them very ' 
folicitous to fee the MssrAH at- 
tempted in the ſame manner, and 
by the ſame hand; they therefore 
apply'd to Mrs. Esters 5 who be- 
gan the arditous taſk 3 but had 
made no great progreſs, when a lin- 
gering illneſs, occaſion'd by the 
agitations of mind ſhe ſuffer'd in 
writing the former work, unhapptly - 
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for me, and for our children, put 
a period both to the attempt, and 
to her life. As none could be bet- 
ter acquainted with her ſtyle than 


myſelf, I was encourag'd to proſe- 
cute what ſhe had begun, for my 
own benefit, and for that of my fa- 


mily; and I flatter myſelf, that I 
too ſhall meet with candor from the 
public. T With ; diffidence 1 began 
this taſk ;, with fear, with labour, 


and, repeated, touches, 1 have proſe- 


cuted. this piece of religious and 


moral painting; and at length have 
brought it to a concluſion. | 


.Mr.KLioesTock:has receiv*d from 
his Mgs1an:the honour. of being 
eſteem'd the Mir ro of Germany, 
and is conſiderꝰd as having comple- « 
ted what that favourite ſon of the 
Britiſh muſe had left unfiniſu d. 1 
ſhall not here examine, whether the 
heauties of the MxssiAn n thoſe 


PREFACE) a. 


of PARADISE Los. It is ſufficient | 
for me here to obſerve; that M- 
__ror's/ParaDIZSE REcain'D, of, in 
other words, his 'Mzssramn, though 
far from being deſtitute of merit, is 
univerſally allowed to fall much be- 
7 low! the work which has done fuch 
| honour to his name and his coun- 
try; and is acknowledg?d to be de- 
ficient in that unbounded invention, 
that beautiful machinery, and Va- 
riety of characters, which diſtin- 
guiſh the firſt and more vigorous 
effort of his genius; and has juſtly 
plac'd the name f M rod in the 
ſame rank with that of. the Father 
of the Epie muſe. But this is not 
all, PRRADISE REOGAIN p hot only - 
wants theſe diſtinguiſhing” excellen- 
cies of an Epic Poem; but can 
ſcarcely be ſaid, in any degree, to 
anſwer the titlis it being entirely 
confin'd to the temptations in the 
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. Mr, 1 80 Menüs 
farm'd upon a more important and. 
extenſive plan, and includes the ſuf- 
ferings and death of CarisT ; and 
as that gentleman may probably con- 
tinue the work till after the reſur- 
rection of the Messlan, and his 
viſible aſcent into Heaven, it will 
then, in the original, be conſiderd | 
as 4 complete Epic poem: for it 
abounds in ſtrength of inyention, in 


grand imagery, and in a great va- 


riety of characters; ſome of Which 
are entirely new, and all of them 
appear well ſupported. He particu- 
larly ſhines in his deſcriptions and 
ſpeeches, in which there is ſome- 
times an amazing ſublimity, that 
ſeems almoſt impoſſible to be tranſ- ; 
fug'd, with all its force and energy, 5 
into another language. . 


PRE FAC E. ii 


As to the merit of this attempt, T 
have little to ſay, that will: be de- 
terminꝰd by the judgment of the 
public. I can only” alledge, that T 
have endeavour'd, to the utmoſt of 


| my power. to do juſtice to the ſpirit | 
of the orig final : but! in all” Human 


attempts, Pena and 1 im erfec- - 


tion, only conſiſt i in being le eſs. or 


more imperfect. If, therefore, 1 in de- 
ſcribing things 8 beyond the viſible 
« "diurnal ſphere,” I have ſomerimes | 


been iticapable of keeping t up fo the 

ſtrength and” ſubli mity of the excel. 
lent” original ; or if in giving the 
ſpeeches of the high hoſt of Heaven, 

I have been unable to find 3 lh 


capable of expreſſing the glowing, 
fervor of a ſeraph, every pious, every 
good natur*d mind, I fatter myſelf, 


will excuſe the deficiency. Indeed, 


in the proſecution of this work, I 
VE frequently been fila with ſen- 


Av Tar Przracr 8 


ſations too big, too ſublime for /ut- 
terance; but happy will it be, if, 
where I have been unable to reach 
my own ideas, this work raiſes ſuc ch 
great and inexpreſſible ſenſations in 
the minds of my readers. " 
1 cannot conclude this preface 
without returning my thanks to thoſe 
Gentlemen and who have 
been pleag*d 1 to 1% 69.0: with their 
ſubſcriptions ; ; ſome of whom, from 
motives of humanity, have exerted 
themſelves with a warmth that does ; 
-honour to their characters, and 0— 
thers have ſubſcrib'd in ſo generous, 
a manner, that I might be charg*d/ 
with ingratitude, were I not thus 
publicly to n the ee, 
1 have receiy*d. it e 
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carefully | obſerv'd, and, mingling 


with the ſpeRtators, have held my 
peace, 'and improv*d by their obſer- 


vations. Still would I proceed in 


the ſame manner, and only take 


aſide ſuch of the ſpectators as are 


willing to hear me, and place them 
in a fituation, in which, I imagine, 
they will be enabled to view pieces 


of this kind in a proper point of 
view. My deſign is not "ore" talk con- 
fin'd to he bias, but to * 


try in general. 
5 ol. I. B 


* = 
——— — — . — — =- oe A 
— — — = — 8 - > . _ 


— 


—— Tei ate — 8 5 


— 2 4 
— — —— — 
* 


„ 
— n yo. 9 — # 
hn — = 
4” 2 
WAIT Coca 
* 
„„ 2 
* 


. 
oy 


eater et Peres 


OOF 


r 


— — — 
2 
qo OE 
IR 
- 3 nN 


To” bn —— 


_ 4 FT LE . 
r — OB. roaandnd, — m — 


— — 
* — 
111 6 : 


” . — ive EH «oe - * 


* 
3 — 
+ * * 
Y 


— — 
ä 
e 
0 p 9 . 
r ? 


5 — 


AAA i 
Fl ” e n <» 
= 


4 — 
— 
22 4 * — 
8 


4 1 kinds! and by: boldly reminding my 


Mi expect frem thoſe: who dere ; 
= give others a more ſublime view of 
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1 | 15 means 1 expoſe myſelf to double 
Aa.aanger; firſt, by flightly touching 


a ſubject that would require a vo- 


judges of what they have a right to 


religion. But notwithſtanding this, 

and. in ſpight of my averſion to en- 

| We: in works of criticiſm,” the 

of. being ot alt lo ſome, a and 

of ing pleaſure to others, 5 
enabled me to ſurxmount every 

culty. But, before I enter po 

_ this Wbjecke it ſeems previouſſy 4 

ceſſary to conſider, whether it be al- 

lowable for poets to form their plans 


| upon religious: ſubjects. This may 


be doubted by ſome truly pious 
| Chriſtians; I ſhall therefore anſwer 
it with that reſpect which. I ſhall al- 


1 ways entertain for every good and 


: V pright n mind. „ „ TS AL: 6 
""T hat part of N which re- 


Ates to facts, chiefly conſiſts of outlines 
that were one Ack up, and form'd 


> 4 


great Ps Eniſhidu5 is POT Theſe. 
Fes . eng carefully 
ftudies, and adds thoſe bold touches, 
and lively zolourings which he ima- 
gines molt: 2 8 2 to the deſign ; 
Thus the 11 though regulated 
2 oůt · lines, is) in a great mea- 
ſure, à picture form'd from the 
imagination of the post. Let in 
this he does no more than others, 
who. draw different conſequences 
from the unhiſtorical of re- 
velation ; and the conduct of both 
. equally allowable. 03 2 hoaldgnd 
Butiothers may, from a ſtill more 
tender regard for religion: object, 
that nothing foreign ſnhould ever he 
mix d with divine revclation, leſt 
the poet, by the force df his en- 
chanting art, ſnould make us forget 
that weate reading a work f ima - 
ginatibn ; and that, in an affair of 
4 tuch infinite importance as religion, 
it is not allowable to miſſead men, 
by making chem miſiake-GQidel for for 
rcalities. To thoſe v ſeriouſly 
make r The 
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If then it be e aleyahle ff c 
unfold and illuſtrate What 
is taught by revelation” ; it may be 
ther afk*d, Under f what: eu 
ſtances he "may be be permitted to 


make uſe 'of befinde drawn from 


religion? T0 this? I anſwer; that 


, thefe "circumſtances Are derernih!d 
by nothin Fad than the enk and de- 


H. of re itfelf. In facred ZE 
türe aut depene on the genus 4110 


taſte of the poe but andther, and 


the mont efferttiaf, muſt N 
om his aa _ of mind. 
Ar IP well ac cd with'the 

fot ever, al 


pe rhaps 
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 partiality;” and Faſhion „hen are 
perſuatied; that more juſt and per- 
tect rules bf: Writing may be learnt 
from a few lines of VI Se er 
from thoſe who deſerve to he rahk'd 
with him, than from all the GoOks 
of eriescm in the World. 
Bat there are other readers who 
_equitily-Heferve / dur reſpect, that 
know little of all this, how much fo- 
ever they may deſerve toe Rhow it. 
Theſt are they who are guided only 
By the pure unbias'd ſentiments of 
nature, and a good heart. As they 
ure the moſt" numerous, the anthor 

of a' {ered poem muſt particularly 
write for them; and it is for their 
ſakes I make the few” following re- 
marks on the moſt ſublime kind of 
poetry, - in order” to ſhew how it 
ſhould be employed on religious ſub- 
jects. What 1 ſhall offer om this 
head; ſhall be reduc'd to the 101 
lowihg' ſhort/propoſirions, 7 1119 

A piece of ſublime Poetry is a 
work of genius, in which ſtrokes of 


Wit are to be e £36843 


Oo Divine: Pojrer: Ni 


There are , maſtes-pieces; of wi 
thax — reach the heart ner 
flow from it but a genius without 
the 2 feelings oß the ee 


l. WF: At; 4 S Try — . 


n is to — whole: 00. 
We may i gradual ſteps, 
to ſtronger and ſtill ſtronger ſenſa⸗ 
tions, This is che ane ef 
the ſublime. 2 SY 1 HAI z 12 * 


Kane. 11 i 26 threes [34 <6] 

He e 2 move che 
Fry muſt, with the finger of har- 
monys touch every ſtring, with a 
. e, to the nature of each : 
| 2 He who duly ene this, 
will often ys b abooriin: wo 
ting. As 


one the ſucceſiſol poet; 0 
duces ſenſations 8 can neither be 
B 4 


* 
tom the frengik 
their impteſſions, reſemble theſe we 
receive: ftom the living examples of 
the moſt illuſtrious of — 
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OE of . even in this life, 


poetry 255 ſenfations that, 
and duration ef 


Sublime poetry 5 


ble of corrupting the heart, by de 
tions that lead to 


zling  tepreſer 
vice; no ſooner does it attempt 
this, than it changes its very na- 


ture: for mankind, however deba- 
ſed, can never feel all the powers of 
the ful: mov d at once, by t is 
not ſtrily-virtuous. . 8 el 36 

The ultimate end of ſublime pos- 
1 try, and the true mark of its value, 
is moral beauty. This is alone ſuffi- 
cient to charm and animate the ſoul. 


The divine poet muſt raiſe us above 
all' narrow, mean, and contracted 
views, and draw us ſtrongly with a 
rapturous ſtream. He muſt deeply 
impreſs on our minds the idea of 
our immortality, and that we are 


* 


| Orr Dirinz'Pdiru®. ads | 


at a very high degtee ci virtue and 
chappineſs. Ebel man 
Who iscraid dito thischeight, i the 
only; e OW 
tent judge of divine poetry 2190 
to Man may here, even without a 
revelation, make great advaneta 
Hon, ſetting alide:his-miytholo- 
8Y which ;was:notnhigs:own invent 
tion, abounds with.:excelent moral 
Preeepts. But When divine revela- 

tion becomes, our guide, we aſcend 
from a hill chat. riſes: upon the top 
of a mountain. is It rover fis 51 


21 Kar N ο Night Thoughts -is5 
2 aps, a work that has the: merit 

of having fewer faults: than Any 
other. we take from him what 
he ſays as a Chriſtian, Socharzs 
remains: but how: dees the Chris 
ſtian rife above Sock Ar EAD L 
Therfollowiag remarks Will, not, 
perhaps, be ſuperfluous, with-reſpect 
to the obſer vation L have. ſtill t 
offer on the nature of divine poet. 
We attribute to the ſoul, a 26H 


higbet facultics, | bi imagir 
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* 20 His deſign is t more exten 
awaking a ſingle paſſion, while che 
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'nationg"arif-wolition 3 all whioh-rhe 
of a ane nene g vc 8 
He muſt r judg- 


ment ſuchitrathsav/moſt deſerve to 


be known; and Which are alone, or, 


aàt ſeaſt, beſt felt and; underſtood, 


by ehe honeſt and upri ghe mind. 
-21/ZP6ithe"i e he muſt oft - 
ner paint choſe — — that com- — 
e the great and a beauties ä 
3 than ſuch as only gentliy 
ſooth the ſoul; and in drawing 
theſe he. will beſt? ſucbeecꝭ when, 
from tie fire of his own 2imagina- 
tion, he. feels the enn 
” Exits; bas}tiebr oi Se 30:1; 
2 And, to inſſuence the will, whlith 
is 2 leading power of the foul; he 
will. introdoce ſuch » ſentiments is | 
> raiſe; expand, and ennoble the heart. : 
>: than 


£ 


-reſt are luli'd to fleep. He is not 
contented with affording his readers 
a moſt pleaſing amuſement; and de- 


coying us into an 2 appto- 


— 1 


bation : but by. a mafſter- piece: of 
fell: he lays before us (niew8ooat 
which, by 4 ſudden and powerful 
touch, he. 2887 Cry: out with 
Joy, ſtand immoyeabiy fix'd: in aſta- 
niſhment, or fill'd with grief and 
terror, turn pale, tremble, and wee. 
A critie will ſcarce venture do in- 
veſtiggte the cauſes after produce uch 
ſudden and poyerful eſtects 2 cauſes 
and effects ſo variouſly delicate, and 
 Whaeh have duck — relations 
to each ather, that it is infinitaly 
diſncult juſtiy to unravel them and 
were this even done, none but a A- 
gacious reader, of a peculiar taſte, 
— able to underſtand it. This 
the poet alone knows; he fanows = 
Bil} more; but ſhould he encreaſe 
his knowledge, it would not add to 
. .loweveriahie - 
unfavellingof the glew: will lead us 
through the whole labyrinth and 
"I from the fineneſs of the 
thread we ate expoy'd to continual 
danger: of -milaknes, we alt 
1 


low it. an Adv 


10 The moſt! difficult point is for 
bath the author and reader of 4 large 
fully to com Prehend 
& and forms es true judgme 
whole plan ee here" anne : 
neceflaryctor the poet to conduct his 
work with 4) yyand'to connect 
it with in ar agrecable man- 
nery:'ts dhe! greno ende to give 4 
certain ſublimity to cho teigning idea 
of the too reach the juſt li- 
mits of: daring flights of invention, 
without going beyond” them: to in- 
troduce ne charäkters ſb great and 
amiable; that it haf appear ſtrange 
they ſhould be ſtill neh⁴Ü: to make 
the principal occurrences go hand 
in hand with the reader, — 
epiſodes attend on the main de- 
ſign ; bearing a near, but yet a ſu- 
| bordinate relation- to it, and mani | 
feſtly/ forming a part of its train. 
There is alſo a certain order requird 
in the cenſtruction of the plan, in 
which, art, lying eover'd in its moſt 
ſectet | ambuſh, produces the more 


poworlul'eſfuRts, "i — i 


\ 


o Dix an, Petra, xrxrii 


8 and — — 
Thus when the poet in ſome impor- 
tant part of his work deſigns ſtrong· 
ly to affect the mind, he wil pers: 
haps proceed unobſerv'd in the fol 
— would have 
all: this performed by therplan, he: 
will ſay, in order ſtrongly tocaffect 
the mind, I muſt gradually riſe, 


that every ſtep may prepare for what 
18. to follow. In order to fill an, 


readers with a ſarro / mixed with 
| ſilent aſtoniſhment, I muſt inſenſi⸗ 
; bly; encompaſs them with forrowful: i Y 
images. muſt firſt remind them 
of: certain truths. that open the ſoul 
to the reception of the * 
moſt poxvrerful impreſſions, i and za 
ter „ tome time paſa d 
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e filent-combs fill ſtrewer n 
ers, I all come to the deep 
—— filled with the dead. 
Were J to bring them thi- 
ther, they would be rather ſtuimed 
than fillẽd with ſtrong ſenſations. 
Theſe preparations belong to my 
plan, and therefore I muſt chus 
r- hemd Re is Male! | 
Tue ſublime, when, in this man- 
1 carried to ts full m and 
perfection, agitates the whole ſoul, 
and has the greateſt effect on him, 
who being accuſtomed to lofty ideas, 
ſeidom wonders; but when he does, 
is filled with higher admiration than 
little minds are capable of feeling: 
while ſouls of a ſecond order are ſo 
affected by certain ſtrokes, that they 
beer properly ſaid to feel as 
to ſhudder. The: powers of the foul 
a i in ſuch: harmony, chats df U may 
uſe the expreſſion, they continualiy 
flow into each other, and one being 
powerfully ſtruck, the ſenſation 38 
communicated to all; The poet 


raiſes an image: *— * 


= 


Lie ther ang and beſid 

7 — 
Simple truths, which only ſeem fit 
wt affect the judgment, in hid hands 
aſſume the pleaſing appearance of 
images, adorned-:with:: ſuch dignity 
and ſublimity, that they raiſenthe 
nobleſt affections of the mind, which 
beam out, and become virtues. It 
is the heart that 1s here affected, and 
how ſuddenly: does it kindle into a 
1 whale ſoul becomes c 
| d, the imagination is awas 
—— Were 


ee andizichic ee 
ne ſources of harmony inen 
new thoughts, new — — 
deſigns, and new reſolutions. 
But to this elevation — 
adheres a certain degree of media, 
crity. We feel it, and long tos riſe 
higher: the ſoul is not ſatiafy d t 


20f 
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E s ſtill more religion s wants 
os ich is alone capable of failing; 
46d ſatisfying its mot c 7 
defires'y and we wert pet only in 
the 4 here wecourlelyes have: 
diſcovered truti Happy is he ue 
knowledge, und ank ſenſa- 
tions, are extenſive: hut how much 
happier is the man cho has begun 
to underſtand» and feel the ſublime 
truths of eee blot-0vw3 s 
X. Revealed religion may be com. 
ud to 1 g full of hife, 
health and vigour, — ini many 
rely igious tracts, of great uſe in che! | 
kin it no more thama 
mere” ſkeleton. The poet aſpires to 
imitate revelation, as he endeavours 
to imitate nature: bu 
lation follows nature in 


happy, are far morè fu 


tre, and is governed by the pl 
revelation. But a built o 
Particular hiſtory-of nnn 


try demands a much Nobler thea- 


ment, ſhauld be conſtructed on a 
1 nectod withitha eſſence and whole of 
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different plan from one that issen 


religion. In ſacred 


1 Jung dignitycboth of the characters 


* 


and the actions, conſtitute, perhaps, 
its greateſt difficulties,-and many ar- 
guments may be braught againſt in- 
trodueing Gon as ſpeaking at all. In 
is repreſented {peaking 
in a two-fold 2 omet — 
uſes very conciſe-langu: 
under his majeſtic © 
ator and Judge: ————— but 
he is more frequently introduced 
ſhewing mankind the cauſes of his 
judgments, and the conditions of 
obtaining his favour. Fhis dignity 
and propriety ſhould alſo be pre- 
fery*d in thoſe images by — the 
poet repreſents the enn . God, 
and he ſhould carefully kee p cloſe 
to: revelation in ſuch. es 150 are 
peculiarly ſacred. Ren the under 
—— in a divine poem muſt 
have a ſuitable dignity : for ſuch 


eee actions as "Properly 


nature. 1811 % i ERB 55; it 
of The _— contained: in the 
| — to — effential parts — 
gion, mention only a ſew of the 
great events, while the reſt muſt 
ever be concealed from us, at leaſt 
in this world; and ſome of choſe 
we are favoured with, are told in ſo 
conciſe a manner, that we muſt ne. 
ceſſarily form in our minds ſome 
idea of the circumſtances, before We 
can fully underſtand them; and 
this affords ground for probable fie- 
tion in general. Certain truths, not 
neceſſary to be known in this life, 
are alſo revealed in ſuch à manner, 
that they appear like hints of farther 
| — ye to be diſeovered by reflection; 
and ſuch diſooveries are not only 
| 2 ay of ſacred poetry; 
but even fictions may be founded 
upon them. Some critics are very 
UÜberal in permitting poets, where 
hiſtory: AS to build on tra- 
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be but the ſacred 
poet muſt be more cautious than 
others, and take particular cars not 
to introduce any thing contrary to 
the nende ee nothing un- 
ei. 10311 593-03 01811 
The divine revelation conſiſts of 
cepts;* events, and p 1 
— With moral "truichs, 
gh theſe are, in general, da- 
d pretty d there are ma- 
ny paſſage ————— 
5 But it: — 6 5 
that interpreters err in eng 
the ſenſe of thoſe paſſages a Be 
clear and plain, no leſs than in thoſe 
that are obſtruſe and difficult. do 
not here call conjecture error; for 
where a paſſage of ſcripture calls for. 
it, we may” certainly be — — - 
offer our conjeftyres, eſpecially 
this be done with 5 But 


nen wie us debe in” Weit 
force, ſuch revealꝰd moral truths as 
P — riſe above thoſe chat are 


8 th epic Min 
Sing —— ſublime, has no- 


—.— it that appears moroſe and 
loomy; it is therefore calculated to 


ET the embellihments 
1 1 others ſeem to dem 
2 48. for: ſtance, che following - 
: e 1 bodies of the 
& E that flept, aroſe after is 
4 reſutrection, and. came into the 
« city, and appeared unto, many. 
In 3 8 application to prophecy is 
neceſſary, the poet ſhould follow the 
8 general rule — by the inter- 
Preters of Scripture, and deliver the 
accompliſhment in the ſame manner 
that in yhich the Prophets: fore 
told it. 5 
ver'd with the greateſt Qnpliatty, 
except where they relate to hiſtorical 
facts, and in all thoſe; that have a 
relation to the zedemption of man, 
. the poet ſhould. be extremely cauti- 
PMs AF £0 deviate itt fevalations! 1 


PO 


| Ox Diyixz 
When 1 obfervidy that 4 fe 


imitate nature, I did not mean in 
the ſtyle and diction 3 but in the 
principal plan of religion, the Bratt 
and wonderful occuffefces a cady 
paſt; and the ſtill more wonderful 
yet to come; in the edifying truths, 
the . — dignity, the rei 
fublimity o revelation, join'd- wing 
the moſt amiable fim 
moſt earneſt ſeriouſneſs, and” the 


moſt ardent love: theſs" and the 


like beauties of revelation, as far as 
the 
reach, ſhould be carefully imitated. 
This-is' very different imitating 
the Ny] le of the Prophets in their 
3 dieces of eloquence, © an and 
eflon.--- {102 I Pl 
eee e ting bay 
this Sheen HEM! hot” RI 501. 
den age ef re liter, ! 
do not know why we have not f 
ven one to the Eng in: They have 
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golden age of the Hebrews is of 
much longer duration, as it begins 
with Moss, or Jos; and among 


them we find two different kinds of 


ſtyle z the eaſtern ſtyle in general, 
and that of revelatio . 

The hig 
beyond the ſphere of the viſible 
creation, are brought into it by xe» 
velation, and muſt 
manner ſuitable to human concep- 


tions, For this there are ſufficient 


grounds, 2 as it is probable that finite 


pirits, particularly employ'd in the 


viſible world, have ſome otras 
poreal vehicles uh and that thoſe em- 


Boyd in adminiſtring to the re- 


er characters Which are 


- 


be drawn in a | 


demption of man, ſhould be invelt- 


ed with etherial bodies, in ſome 
degree reſembling that of the RE- 
DEEMrR. The ſacred poct has here 
a new. ſcene open'd to his imagina- 
tion, and may advance nearer to his 
great end, by giving ſuch touches 


to 9 bod as at once en ee 


"I ny xvii 


the Ade and affect th 
heart. Simplicity and ſublimity 
muſt add the finiſhing ſtrokes. 
What aſtoniſhing truths does re- 
velation offer to the: mind ! ho do 
they reſtore the ſoul to her native 
ſublimity! and how great is their 
variety! Each branch affords a thade, 
under which the weary traveller may 


repoſe, and inhale the breath of 


life. Be ye perfect, as your Fa- 
„ ER Who is in Heaven is per- 
<«< feft,” ſays the great Founder of 
our . When the poet would 
not deliver ſuch exhortations in vain, 
he muſt expreſs them in ſuch a man- 
ner as at once to inen 
judgment and the heart. 
"I every ſpecies of oratory the bigh= 
eſt view of the maſter, and the effect 
expected by the hearer, is giving 
ſtrong emotions to the ſoul. Doing 


this by the force of religion, is a 


new ſpecies of the ſublime, which 
without revelation would be involv'd 
in clouds. Here both the poet and 
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his reader may certainly know, whe- 
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ther they are Chriſtians for he can 
be nothing leſs who here moves our 


whole ſouls; nor he who finds him- 
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ſelf thus moved: for how ſhall a 
poet of the greateft genius, without 
mommy the ſtrong impreſſions of re- 
; without an Be 3s heart, 
| glowing with all the fervor of piety, 
produce in our minds the moſt "OP 
and devout ſenſations? 
Where the pretended Freethink&; ; 
and the Chriſtian who only Andere 
ſtands half of his religion, ſee only 
1 ſpacious heap of ruins, the true 


Chriſtian beholds a magnificent tem- 4 


ple. And how can the former ſee 
more than ruins, when a ſmall mi- 
ſtake in the view, to his perverted 
fight, changes magnificence into 
confuſion ? It requires more than 
the knowledge of mythology to un. 
derſtand and feel the beauties ef 
HomER, and much more than phi- 
loſophy to reliſh the ſublime graces | 
book r 328 
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TAE ARGUMENT. 
The Mess1an, withdrawing from the multi- 
tude, aſcends the mount of Olives; and, in 
a ſolemn prayer, repeats his promiſe to 
undertake the redemption of mankind, 
He ſends GazRizi to preſent his petitions 
to the Mos HIioH. The ſeraph proceeds 
through a path illuminated by ſuns; and, 
reaching Heaven, hears a ſong of praiſe. 
 Eroa meets GizriEL, and conducts him 
to the altar of the Mzs51au ; upon which 
he offers incenſe. The omnipotent Fa- 
"THER at length opens with his thanders 
the holy ſanctuary. A diſcourſe between 
ELoa and Uz1m, on the prophetic viſions 
ſeen in that ſacred place. Gop ſpeaks. 
Exo proclaims his more particular orders. 
GABRIEL is ſent to the angels of the earth, 
and to thoſe of the ſan: He deſcends to 
the earth, and finds the Mess1an aſleep, 
addreſſes him, and then proceeds to the 
guardian angels of the earth, who reſide 
in its centre; where he finds the ſouls of 
- Infants, which are there prepared for Hea- 
ven. Thence he aſcends to the ſun ; where 
he ſees the ſouls of the patriarchs, with 
Uriii, the angel of that orb. N 
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NSPIR' D by FI Amr riſe 
my ſoul, and ſing the honours of thy 
great 'REDEEMER : honours obtain'd in 
hard adverſity's rough'ſchool—obtain'd by 
ſuffering for the ſins and woes of others, 
himſelf ſinleſs. Recount, with humble 


gratitude, thoſe guiltleſs ſufferings, the 


bitter conſequences of love to man's dege- 
neratè race. In vain SATAN rag'd againſt 
the LoRD's AnoINTED : in vain Judea 
ſet herſelf againſt him; he accompliſh'd, 
in his humanity, the great work of our re- 
demption. | Tu 


O work divine, compleatly known only 


to the oMNIPRESENT Gon ! May the 
muſe prefume, with awful diſtance, to 


” 
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4 THE MESSIAH. Box 
penetrate the ſacred veil that ſurrounds 
th e, and feeble man attempt thy praiſe ! 
Can à weak mortal explain thy heights, 
thy depths ? Aſſiſt me, O thou divine 
SpikIT ! before whom I ſuppliant bow; 
lead and inſpire me, that full of rapture 
full of thee, I may penctrate the depths 
profound of heavenly wiſdom ; contem- 
plate the glorious plan of man's redemp- 
tion, through the: obſcurity of ages paſt, 
and enlighten'd by thy revelations, in 
exalted ſtrains, diſplay the great MEs- 
SIAH's love to ADAM's ruin'd race. 
Rejoice, ye fons of earth, in the ho- 
nour beſtow'd on man. He who was be- 
fore all worlds: he, by whom all things 
in this viſible creation were made, came 
down to earth as your REDEEMER |! 
Hear and join my ſong, ye noble few, ye 
favourites: of the amiable Mepiartor ; 
who, inſpir'd by his example, with filial 
love, with devout piety, tread the path 
of 1.fe, and with humble hope, wait for 
the rich rewards of virtue, when crown*d 
w.th glory, and array'd in rie chteouſneſs, 
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he again ſhall deſcend, - and come to 3 


judge the world. 

Near Jeruſalem, once the city- wake 
| Gop diſplay'd his grace; once the nurſe 
of the holy prophets, though ſhe had now © 
thrown away the crown of high elec- 
tion, and Was become an altar of blood, 
ſhed by murderers ; the divine Mess1an 
withdrew from the multitude, and ſought 
retirement. He conceaPd himſelf from a 
people, who, though they had paid him 
honours, ſtrewing his path with branches 
of palm, and ſhouting forth his praiſes in 
loud hoſannahs, receiv'd him not with that 
ſingleneſs of heart that is pleaſing to the 
all- piercing eye of Gop. Looking for a 
temporal king, array'd in earthly glories, 
and the pageantry of mortals, they ſet at 
naught Gop's great Vicegerent: to ſee their 
SAVIOUR under the humble form of the 
ſon of a Carpenter, their eye was too dim, 
their faith too weak. From Heaven God - 


himſelf had deſcended, and a mighty voice 


proclaiming, I have glorify'd my SON, 


and will again - rage him, announc'd the 
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preſent 8 But blinded by FOE luſts, 
they deſpiſed his miſſion, and would not 
accept hini as the Mx ss1AaHn, whoſe com- 
ing was foretold by the holy. prophets. 
From theſe, flow of heart, Jz8vs con- 
ceal'd himſelf. : 

On the ſide where the mo firſt gilds. 
Jeruſalem with his beams, rifes- a moun- 
tain, whoſe top. the holy MEDIATOR 
had often honour'd with his preſence, 
when, during the ſolitary night, he, 
wakeful, ſpent his hours in ferventprayer. 


Thither he now went to offer up his 
ſupplications to the eternal FATHER, 
and once more to declare his full, his free 


reſolution to ſanctify the favour'd ſons of 
men. JoHN, his beloyed diſciple, fol- 
low'd him as far as the grottos, where 
ſtood the tombs of the prophets, intending 
to watch the tedious night with his divine 


friend; but to the ſummit of the moun- 
tain Jesus aſcended alone. Around him 
glimmer'd the diſtant light of the ſacri- 
fies, flaming, to appeaſe the DEIT Y, on 
high Moria; where, ignorant of the ſal- 
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vation offer'd them by the divine MS- 
SEN GER OF Gop, they ſned the blood of 
bulls and of goats, as an atonement for the 
ſins of che people. Vain oblations, with- 
out renovation: of heart, and amendment 
of life! Here he reſted; where the olive 
| ſpreads her refreſhing ſhade, and gentle 
breezes hover'd round him. The angel 
given the MxgsrAn, as his miniſtering 
ſpirit, GABRIEL his heavenly name, now 
ſtood between two perfume- breathing ce- 
dars, contemplating on the ſalvation of 
man, and the triumphs of eternity. In- 


sus paſs d bim. GABRIEL' knew that 


the time of man's redemption was at 


hand; and his mind was full of holy rap- 
ture, When he thus addreſs'd the Mes- 


sIAH; Wilt thou, O divine SAVIOUR 


of men wilt thou agaila ſpend the lone- 
ſome night in prayer? Or do thy weary 
limbs demand repoſe? Here the cedar 
ftretches forth her verdant arms to ſhelter 
thee ; and here the fragrant ſnrubs breathe 
their Fivetts. Yonder grows ſoft-moſs in 
a cool ſoil; Shall I of that prepare a couch 
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on which thou may'ſt reſt thy ſacred head? 
O thou compaſſionate REDEEMER ! how 
art thou ſpent ! To what ſufferings art 
thou expos'd from thy fervent love to the 
human race ! JE sUs anſwer d not; but 
rewarded him with a look of e com- 


placency. . 


The MxssrAn now . the ſums 
mit of the mountain. This was the. con- | 
fines of Heaven; for Gon was there; 


and there IE Sus ae Earth reſounded, 
and his voice penetrated the gates of the 


deep: but it was not the voice of threaten- 
ings dreadfully utter'd in ſtorm, and tem- 
peſt. It was the voice of the bleſſed 8A - 


' vIOUR, ſpeaking peace on earth, geod- 


will towards men.. Earth rejoic'd as at 
the renewal of her beauty ; her hills; over- 


ſpread with an amiable twilight, ſhouted 
forth their joy: but only the eternal FA- 


THER and himfelf know the whole of the 


divine petition. This alone the tongue 


of man can utter. 
ALMTCHTY FATHER | the hour = 


. ſuffering « draws near—of n for the 


Book I, THE MESSIAH. ..9 
ſalvation of men. Choſen by thee as their 
REDEEMER, lo, I come to do thy will, 
O Gop ! To Thee, O thou SUPREME | 
it is known what glory, what felicity, was 
mine ere the world was—ere, by thy 
power, I form'd-this earth—ere man was 
created out of the duſt. ETERNAL Fa- 
THER, thou knoweſt—it is known alſo 
to the hoſt of Heaven, with what ardour 
I have long'd for the ſalvation of fallen 
man. This earth, before my humiliation 
in an human body, was my choſen object. 
Oſten have I caſt an eye of pity 07 thee, 
O Canaan, land of my future nativity ! 
Often have I lamented the obduracy of thy 
ſons, my brethren. I ſaw through futu- 
rity, and triumph'd in the view of my be- 
coming the Redeemer of all nations : the 
Saviour of millions of intelligent beings, 
who with me will eternally enjoy tranſ- 
cendent felicity. I ſtil] rejoice in the glo- 
rious proſpect. But, O my FaTHER 
and my Gop ! I muſt firſt drink of the 
cup of bitterneſs. Hide oh hide not thy 
face from my diſtreſs. If it be thy good 
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20 THE MESSIAH. Boox I. 
pleafure that I fall a prey to cruel and 
_ blood-thirſty men, forſake me not, O my 


Gop ! in the terrible hour J. Nature re- 
coils; my fleſh trembles ; but ne Aaven- 
Ly FATHER, thy will be done. I give 
myſelf a willing facrifice for the ſins of 
men. Accept, O my Gop ! of my ſin- 


cere obedience, and when I ſhall have 
ſeal' d my miſſion with my blood, receive 


me again to thy boſom. O my Fa- 
THER, I know that thou wilt reward my 
ready ſubmiſſion to thy will, and that mi- 
riads of, applauding angels will witneſs and 


nail my triumph before the eternal throne. 


Thus ſpake Ig sus, and aroſe. In his 


countenance ſhone ſublimity, filial love, 
and reſignation. The ETERNAL FA- 
THER looking with delight and compla- 


cency on his divine Son, anſwer'd, I 
raiſe my head above the higheſt Heavens, 
and ſtretch my hand through the immen- 


ſity of ſpace, and ſwear to Thee, my be- 
loved Sox, that I will forgive the fins of 


the repentant children of men. For thy 
fake, and through thy OY I will 
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accept of their ſincere, though imperfect, 
obedience, and reward thoſe who, like 
thee, are diſtinguiſh'd by a patient conti- 
nuance in well-doing, with glory, and ho- 
pn and immortality. _» 1 
While the ETERNAL thus frake, all 
| hovire ſhook-:- ſouls. juſt emerging, which 
had not yet begun to think, trembled, 
and firſt caught ſenſation. Unuſual awe 
overwhelm'd the heart of the ſeraph; he 
was agitated like the earth, when ſhe ex- 
pects an approaching tempeſt. The apo- 
ſtate ſpirits, in the fiery deep, ſhook on 
their burning thrones, in fearful expecta- 
tion of encreaſing ' puniſhment. They 
ſunk lower in the bottomleſs pit, and on 
each fell an huge maſs'of flaming ſulphur. 
All Hell reſounded with the execrations of 
theſe malignants, againſt” Gon and his 
Anointed; the holy JESUS. 
The MxssrA ſtill continued Randing 
before the ETERNAL FATHER. At a 
diſtance GABRIEL lay on his face in pro- 
ſtrate adoration, fill'd with new and rap» 
turous contemplations. During the in- 
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numerable ages of his exiſtence, never had 
felt ideas and ſenſations ſo affecting and 
ſublime. The infinite love and conde- 
ſcenſion of the almighty FATHER, the 
grace and compaſſion of - the great Re- 
DEEMER, now open'd on his aſtoniſh'd 
mind. The ſeraph aroſe —— he ftood 
amaz'd — he pray d. Joy inexpreſſible 
thrilbd through his whole frame. From 
him iſſu'd ſuch refulgent light and ſplen- 
dor, that the earth melted under his feet: 
when the divine MEpriA rox, ſeeing the 
ſummit of the mountain illumin'd by his 
brightneſs, ſaid, O GABRIEL, veil thy 
luſtre, and remember that thou miniſtereſt 

to me on earth. Haſte now to lay this 
my requeſt before my FATHER, that the 
nobleſt of the human race, the bleſſed pa- 

triarchs and prophets, with all the celeſtial 

ſpirits, may behold that fulneſs of time for 
which they have ſo ardently long'd. There 
thou needſt not ſhrowd thy glory, ſince 
thou wilt appear as the e of ina 
Mz SSLAR. be ien 
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Silent the ſeraph, with beavenly grace 

and luſtre, "aſcended. Jesvs follow'd 
him with his eyes, tracing his rapid As 
up to the confines of Heaven. 

Now he and the Far HER enter'd on 
diſcourſes myſterious and profound: ob- 
ſcure even to the immortals : diſcourſes 
of things which, in future ages, ſhould | 
diſplay the love of God to man. 

The ſeraph enter'd the borders of the 
celeſtial world, whoſe whole extent is ſur- 
rounded: with ſuns, which, as an etherial 
curtain of interwoven light, extend their 
luſtre around Heaven. No dark planet 
approaches the refulgent blaze. Clouded 
nature flies ſwiftly by, far diſtant. There 
the terreſtrial orbs ſeem to roll minute and 
imperceptible, as the duſt, the habitation 
of worms, is ſeen to riſe from under the 
foot of the traveller. Around Heaven are 
a thouſand paths of extent n 
alſo border'd by ſuns. 

Along the etherial way, that leads from 
Heaven to Earth, when firſt created, con- 
ſtant flow'd, from a ſource + celeſtial, 
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ſoon the lucid ſtream was call'd upwards : 


by guilt, and left a prey to Death. The 


of the preſence of the ETERNAL : the 


umbrageous bowers, where the human 
heart firſt overflow'd with ſweet ſenſa⸗ 


ter,  purify'd by fire, it ſhall triumphant 
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down to Eden's happy groves, a lucid 
ſtream, through which Gop and bis an- 
gels deſcended, when they deign'd to hold 
bleſt intercourſe with man. But ah ! too 


for man, by ſin polluted, had turn'd a re- 
bel to his Gop! The immortals then no 
longer viſibly appear'd in all their radiant 
luſtre : they withdrew from a land defac'd 


ſilent hill, where yet remain'd the veſtiges 


whiſpering groves, honour'd by the ap- 
pearace of the Mosr Hie: the facred 
peaceful vales, once with pleaſure fre- 
quented by the youth of Heaven: the 


tions, and extatic, grateful rapture; and 
where the firſt man wept for joy that he 
was thus to live forever. Theſe, theſe the 
bleſt ſpirits left. Curs'd was the earth; 
it became the general tomb of its once © 
immortal inhabitants. But when hereaf- 


* 
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riſe from its aſhes, renew'd in beauty, and 
Gor, by his omnipotent voice, ſhalt 
unite the terreſtrial orbs to the Heaven of 
Heavens, the world ſhall be one Paradiſe. 
Then ſhall the etherial ſtream of heavenly 
light again roll from its celeſtial ſource, 
and with reſplendent brightneſs flow to 
Eden. Then ſhall aſſemblies of radiant 
ſpirits, coming to earth, frequent its lucid 
banks, and ſeek ſweet communion with 
the new immortals. | Dy” 
Up this facred way GABRIEL now af. 

ſcended, and ſoon approach'd Heaven, 
the peculiar reſidence of the Divine 
DON... ; 

In the centre of the aſſembla age of ſuns, 
Heaven riſes into an immenſe dome. The 
Oxlieix of worlds, the AxcHIT YE of 
all that appears fair and lovely, diffuſes 
beauty, in flowing ftreams, through the 
infinite expanſe. When the ET ERNAI 
walks forth, the harmonic choirs borne on 
the wings of the wind, to the borders of 
.mhe. 5 areh, chant his Praiſe, joining 


the melody of their golden harps, while he 
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16 THE MESSIAH. Boox I. 
who looks with complacency and delight 


on all his works, ſmiles benignant, at the 
effuſions of their gratitude and love. 
O thou who teacheſt my tongue to ut- 


ter celeſtial ſtrains ! aſſociate of angels 


propheteſs of Gop ! muſe of Sion! in- 
ſtruct me to rehearſe the ſong then ſung. 


by the ſons of Heaven. 


Hail ſacred land, where the Mosr 
Hin diſplays his majeſty and grace 
Here our dazzled eyes behold him un- 


veil'd, and ſhining in unclouded light, dif- 
fuſing joy and rapture. through all the 
bleſs'd. How infinite art thou in all thy 


perfections, O Jenovan ! Our ſongs, 


animated by grateful fervor, and all the 


powers of harmony, in vain attempt to 


extol thine excellence. Loft in thine im- 


menſity, in feeble ſtrains we ſtrive to ex- 
preſs thy glory. O ETERrnat ! thou 
alone art perfect Thou alone, from the 
eſſential excellence of thy nature, wert 
ever ſublimely happy : nor can our ho- 


mage add to thine underiv'd felicity. 
Yet, O MosT GRaciovs ! prompted 
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by thine overflowing goodneſs, thou haſt 
created beings to taſte thy love, and ſhare 
thy bliſs. Thou Heaven waſt firſt created, 
then us, Heaven's inhabitants. Far waſt 


thou from thy birth, thou young terreſ- 


trial globe, and thou ſun, and thou, O 
moon, the favour'd earth's attendants! 


Firſt born of the material creation, what 


was thine appearance, when, after an eter- 
nity of ages, Gop deſcended and conſe- 
crated . thee the manſion of his glory? 


Thine immenſe circle call'd to exiſtence, 


was ftretch'd out, and aſſum'd its glorious 
form. The creative voice went forth, and 


join'd the firſt murmur of. the cryſtalline - 


waters. They heard the awful ſound, and 


rais'd mountain on mountain; like ter- 


reſtrial worlds. . thought, 


didſt thou, CREATOR OMNIPOTENT, 
ſit on thy new exalted throne> Oh hail ! 
in joyful tranſports — hail the thinking 


Derry ! Then, then were ye created, 
ye angels, ye cherubim and ſeraphim, in- 


corporeal beings, ſublime-in thought, and 


— 


WF to perceive, adoring, the wonders of 
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your great Cx REATOR. Fallelujah, a 
Joyful hallelujah we will inceſſantly — 
tho FIRST op BEING. At thy voice 
ſolide fled: at thy word the angelic ſpi· | 
rits a oſe to Ife and bliſs. '  Halleliyah. 
Du ing the hymn the MzepraTor's 
refalge: t meſſenger ſtood on one ff the 
ſuns neareſt Heaven. The ETz anaL 
FATHER rewarded the eceleſtial choir 
with a look of benignity, and then Leheld 
the ſeraph. He alſo attracted the eyes of 
all the heavenly hoſt, and bowing low in 
aweful adoration; the firſt' of the ſeraphs 
went; to conduct him in ſolemn ſtate to the 
facred preſence: His name with Gop is 
The Crrosgx; but by the heavenly hoſt 
he is call'd EEOA. He's the faireſt ſpirit 
of Heaven: his thoughts are more ſublime 
than the enraptur'd foul of man can con- 
ceive: his looks more lovely than the ver- 
nal morn, brighter than the ſtars, when 
with youthful ſplendor they flew from the 
CxRAT OR“ 8 forming hend to run their 
courſes. At his creation the ETERNAL 
reduc'd the reſplendent crimſon of the 
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morning into an etherial body, and on his 
firſt exiſtence the radiant clouds of Heaven 
inſtantly gather'd round him. God then 
with outſtretch'd arm rais'd him from 
them, and bleſfing him, ſaid, Bchold thy 
CREATOR! The ſeraph ſtood before him, 
and ſeeing the ET EN AL, viewd him 
with rapture, till he ſunk, overpower'd 
by the refulgent brightneſs of the divine 
countenance. At length he utter'd the 
new and elevated ſenſations of his heavenly 
mind: but worlds ſhall periſh, a new ſyſ- .. 
tem be rais'd from the duſt, and ages be 
loft in eternity, before the moſt exalted 
Chriſtian ſhall feel ſenſations ſo ſublime. ' 
Ex OA, who flew with glowing” beams, 
and in all his luſtre, to conduct GABRIEL. 
to the altar of the MEDIATOR, knew 
him far diſtant, and melted into pleaſing 
rapture at the ſight of one of the immortals, | 
with whom he had before taken a circuit „ 
through all the wide creation of Gop, vi- f 
ſiting each world with its inhabitants, and 
: performing actions not to be imitated by 
the moſt perfect of the race of man. Now 
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to each other known, they, with cordial - 
looks of love and open arms, fly ſwift into 
each others embrace, where they remain 


tremulous with joy. Thus tremble. two 
virtuous brothers, who, after braving death 
for their country, and performing immor- 


tal deeds, meet, full of heroic ardour, 
and embrace before their ſtill greater fa- 
ther. Gop from afar. beheld and bleſs'd 
them. They mov'd towards the celeftial 
throne, friendſhip giving a brighter glow 
to their heavenly luſtre, while they ape 
proach'd the ſanctuary of Gop. Near 


the ſeat of the divine ſplendor, on a celeſ- 


tial mount reſts the night of the Mos r 
A pale ſilver light glimmers 


within the myſterious place, but the inſide 


is conceal'd by a ſacred gloom from the 


eyes of angels; except when Gon him- 


ſelf, by his majeſtic thunder, opens the 
veil of darkr.2{s, and then the celeſtial : 


ſpectators behold and adore. . 


At the entrance of the ſanctuary, the 


altar of the Mess1Aan, like the mount of 
Gop, ſtood unclouded. Thither Ga- 
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BRIEL went in ſeſtal ſplendor, carrying 
two golden cenſers: then ſtood wrapt up 
in thought. ELoa, who was witk him, 
call'd forth from his harp divine harmony, 
to prepare the offering ſeraph for ſupplica- 
tions fervent and ſublime. © The flowing 
melody fill'd GABRIEL. with an heavenly 
tranſport, and + ſwell'd his labouring 
thoughts to extaſy. Thus the ocean riſes, 
when the voice of the LoxpD moves over 
it with mighty winds. Then the meſſen- 
ger of the MEgssIAn rais'd his eyes to 

Gop, and offer'd up the petitions. The 
ETERNAL heard his prayer, and with him 


all the celeſtial hoſt, The SupREME 


himſelf caus'd a deſcending flame to light 
the incenſe. Fumes of facred fragrance 
then ariſing, aſcended to Gop, as on earth 
mountains raiſe their _ heads ER 
Heaven. 

Gop had fix'd his all- 8 eyes on this 
terreſtrial globe, where his Son, tranſported 
with love to man, was ſtill engag'd in 
prayer: but now the face of the ALmIGn- 

V, beaming with grace and mercy, fill'd 
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"all, Heaven Ih refulgent glory. With 
ſilent. rapture the exalted. ſpirits adoring, 
wait the voice of the Loxd. The cele(< 
tial cedars no longer wave: the criſtaline 
ocean lies ſilent within its lofty. ſhores : the 
| breathing winds ſtop within the brazen 
mountains, and with expanded wings, 
wait for the voice divine. This univerſal 
ſilence remain'd unbroken, till thunder 
ſuddenly rolling from the ſanctuary, pro- 
ciaim'd the approaching anſwer. The 
moſt holy place alſo open'd to prepare the 
expecting Heavens. Then to the mighty 
Elo A, the cherub URIM, wrapt in di- 
vine contemplations, ſaid, Behold, O 
ELoa, the holy of holies! At this the 
ſeraph aroſe, and advancing with ſolemn 
pace, cry*d, I ſee on thoſe. golden pillars. 
the myſterious tables of preſcience. There 
the book of life is open'd by the breath of 
mighty winds. That of the general judg- 
ment now opens dreadful, like the waving 
banners of 'hoſtile ſeraphs, and threatens 
deſtruction to all the workers of iniquity. 
The ALMIGHTY draws back the veil : 


« ** 


Book I. TE MESSIAH. 23 


but ee - * RIM, the ſacred candleſticks 
- elimmer through a ſulver cloud, that re- 

ſembles the morning de w deſcending on 
the hills. Thus in prophetic viſion ſhine 


the Chriſtians, the future heirs of ſalvation, 


I ſee thouſands and ten thouſands of thoſe 
golden candleſtics, typical of the churches, 
O Ui! count the ſacred number, 
URI reply'd, We can number the 
worlds, we can count the radiant ſeats of 
the angels, and the manſions of che 
bleſs*d ; but not the effects of the great re- 
demption, nor the boundleſs mercies of 
the Mosr Hicn. I now fee, return'd 
ELoa, the judgment ſeat of CHRIS r. 
How tremendous are thou, O JupGe 
of the earth] thou art ſeated on high: 
thou riſeſt on tempeſtuous clouds, amidſt 
the burſts of rolling thunder. Ah ſpare, 
Mes51an ſpare, O thou;JupGe of the 
earth, arm'd for deſtruction 

Thus convers'd EL OA and Unix on 
theſe myſterious viſions. Seven times 


bad che thunder open'di the ſacred dark- 
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neſs, when the aweful voice of the ErzR- 
NAL flowly deſcended. + 8 
I am Love. Such was I before . ex» 
iſtence of my creatures— before I formd 
the worlds: and now I am. Love in my 
conduct towards man; in the accompliſh 
ment of the great work of redemption, by 
my ſending my beloved Son to die for 
' ſinners, Did not my almighty arm ſup- 
port you, ye exalted, but finite .beings, 
the tremendous fight of his aweful death, 
would put a period to your exiſtence. 
The ETERNAL was ſilent. Struck with 
deep amazetnent, the etherial ſpirits with 
folded hands ſtood before him. Now mak- 
ing a ſign to ELoa, that ſeraph, with hu- 
mility in his look, view'd the face of 
Heaven's gracious KINO, and inſtantly 
reading there the thoughts divine, turn'd 
to the celeſtial audience, and ſaid, Behold 
the ETERNAL, ye righteous ſons of Hea- 
ven, and know his counſels.- Next to 
his dear Son, were ye moſt belov'd, when 
he laid the gracious plan of redemption. 
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That ye have ardently lorig'd to ſee the 

day of ſalvation, and to behold the great 
M ssTAn triumph over the powers of 

Hell, Gop is your witneſs. Bleſſed be 
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ye his offspring. Shout for joy that ye ſee ll 
the glory of his face, who is the Source. | 9 
of Being, the ET EANAL and Un- | | |, 

' CHANGEABLE, Whoſe mercy endureth co 
 forever.. Him whom no creature can con- | f 
ceive, condeſcends to term you his chil- 4 


dren. For your ſake alone, this meſſen- 
ger of peace is ſent by his beloved Sox, 
to the celeſtial altars. Rejoice, ye inha- 
tants of the earth, we will join with you 
in admiring the wonders of your redemp- - 
tion, which we ſhall behold with clearer 
light, with purer devotion, and more ex- 8 
tatic -rapture, while we give our pity to 
you, ye devout and humble friends of the 
REDEEMER, who are ſtill liable to dark- 
neſs and error. But while his cruel, his 
obdurate perſecutors have their names 
eras'd from the book of liſe, to you, ye 
faithful, your Sa vioux ſends. a divine 


light. Ve ſhall then no longer, with 
Vol. I. N D 
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weeping eyes, ' behold his arid: Hood 
but joyful ſhall' ſee it ſtream for you, 
flowing into eternal life. Then, folac'd 
in the boſom of peace, ye ſhall trium- 
phant celebrate the feſtival of everlaſting 
, Fepole. Ve ſeraphs, ye ſouls of the fa- 
thers now Efeap'd from the ſnares of life, 
and rais'd to glory, begin the eternal jubi- 
lee, which ſhall laſt when time ſhall be 
no more. The righteous children of the 


earth al eration after generation, be 
gathered to you, and join your bleſs'd af 


femblic Es, till at laſt, at the conſummation”. 
of all things, they and you ſhall, at the 


general judgment, be clothed with new 
and immortal bodies, and enter into 


more perfect felieity. Mean While, ye 
exalted angels of the throne, inform the 

guardians of Gop's immenſe creation, 
that they prepare to celebrate the choſen 
day; ;: and ye ſaints of the human race 


ye progenitors of the MessiAn; 5 (for, 


from thoſe bones of mortality ye have left 
in the duſt, ripening for the reſurrection, 


hederiv*d his human om) t to you alſo are 
F 
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imparted the joy which. Gon alone feels | | 
entire, mingled with the ſenſations of the 
Dzrty. 5 Ye immortal ſouls; ariſe and 
| haſten to the fun that illumins the or 
of redemption: there ſhall ye « diſtant ſee 
the firſt ſufferings of the great R= 
DEEMER. Deſcend 'by that luminous 
path, whence ve ſhall behold the whole 
extent of nature, riſing to Jour view in 
renewed beauty. Hear it, O Heavens! 
the great IE HOVARH will eſtabliſh a day 
of ſacred reſt, a ſecond ſabbath, more ſo- 
lemn than that when ye foiritual intelli- 
gences, and ye. ſeraphic ſpirits, = Jo- 
ſul acclamations celebrated the completion 
of the great work of creation. New 
born nature then ſmil'd with raviſhing 
beauty... The morning ftars ſang together, 
and join' 'd with you, ye angels, in Paying 
homage to the great CREATOR. Now 
the ME SSIAH, the Efluence of his glory, 
will accomplith ar work of g grace and m 
cy no leſs reſplendent, and this Fabbath 
which commences with his paf ion, is 
ſtil'd by the Mosr Hen „ the fabbath of 
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low'd, and approaching the altar of the 
ceearth, diſtant heard from the high-bending 


tion of man : above all he diſtinguiſh'd 


the voices of the martyrs, in mournful 
ſounds, aſcend, while, with angelic tears, 


* 


— 


28 THE MESSIAH. Boox I. 
 falvation, and of the everlaſting covenant. 


Thus rapt in aſtoniſhment, ELoa ſpake. 
Silent the heavenly hoſt look'd up to the 
ſanctuary: when, at a ſign from Gop, 
the meſſenger of the 'MessiAn aſcended 
to the lofty throne, and there received ſe- 
cret orders to be deliver d to URIET, and 
the guardians of the earth, concerning the | 
_ miracles to be FREIE at the vet of 
| Cantor. 
In the mean time the ebe had * 
ſcended from their ſeats, GABRIEL fol- 


arch of Heaven, ſighs and ejaculations in 
plaintive accents breath'd for the ſalva- 


N utter'd by the firſt of the human race, . 
This is the altar of which the prophet 

of the new covenant ſaw the celeſtial mo- 

del.on the ſhore of Patmos, where he heard 


they lamented that the Jup GE ſo long ey 
lay'd the day of * T 19h 


' 
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The ſeraph having deſcehded to the E. 
edi of the earth, ADAn, fill'd with eager 
expectation, haſten'd towards him, not 


unſeen. A lucid etheriat body was the 


radiant manſion of bis bleſſed ſpirit, and 
his form as lovely as the bright image in 


the CRE ATOR's mind, when meditating 


on the form of man in the bloooming fields 


of Paradiſe.” ADAM approach'd with an 
amiable ſmile, that diffus'd over his face an 
air of ſweeteſt dignity, and thus with im- 


paſſion'd accents ſpoke; Hail happy ſe- 


raph ! meſſenger of peace ] at the vdice 


from afar, my ſoul aroſe joyful. Thou 


dear MEssTAR, may 1 too, like this ſe- 
raph, | behold thee in thy ſacred manly 


beauty, in the garb of compaſſion, in 
which thou haſt conſented to reconcile my 
fallen offspring. Lead me to the- ſteps 


imprinted by the feet of my RRDE RME, 
the friend of all my race. At due di- 


ſtance will J attend him. Shew me 
where he pours out his ſoul in fervent 
prayer for man. Ah, may the firſt of 
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firſt of ſinners- preſume. to behold him 
through his guſhing tears of j joy! O earth, 
my native land | I was once thy firſt inha- 
bitant ! On thee. I caſt a tender look : 
thy fields, blaſted by the thunder of the 
curſe, would, in the company of the di- 
vine MxssrAn, now veſted in a mortal 
body, like that I left in the duſt, be 
more delightful, (chan, O Paradiſe thy 
flowery plains, copy'd, from the celeſtial 
meads. 

Thy deſire, firſt of men, anſwer'd the 
ſeraph, with friendly voice, I will mention 
to the MEpiaTos. , If it be his plea- 
. ſure, he himſelf will intimate to thee, 

that thou ſhalt ſee him as he is, with all 
his glories ſhrouded by his humiliation. 

Now the angelic ſpirits left Heaven, 
and ſeparating, ſwiftly diſtributed them- 
ſelves among all the various worlds form? a: - 

by the hand of the OmnipoTENnT. Fd. 
the earth GABRIEL deſcended alone - 
when the ſtars, moving in their ſeveral 
_ orbits, ſilently ſaluted him with an uni- 
verſal morh. 2. reſounded from 
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every quarter, new names given to the 
terraqueous globe: The favourite of 
Heaven, the place where Gop a ſecond 
time diſplays his glory, the laſting- wit- 
neſs of the mercy and compaſſion of the. 
great Mzss1an. Thus angelic voices 
from each orb reſounded through the wide 
expanſe. GABRIEL heard them, while 
with ſpeedy ns he CATE 0 12 
earth. 

Here the rab veil of 5 co- 
ver'd the mountains; cool and filent repoſe* 
reign'd in the lowly vales. With eager 
Jooks GABRIEL enter'd the gloom, ſeek- 
ing the Mzss1an. Him he found in a 
lonely valley, winding between the aſpiring 
ſummits of Olivet's ſacred mount. Over- 
come with thoughts profound, the bleſſed 
SAVIOUR was fallen aſleep, but his ever- 
active mind was ſtill employ'd in great 
ideas of love to man. The bare rock was 
the couch of the mighty Prince oT 
PE Ack. Placid love, a divine ſmile, be- 
nignity and grace inexpreſſible appear 'd in 
bis face, while a tear of ſoft W 
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32 THE MESS IAH. Boos 1. 
gently ſtole down his cheek . and though -1 


the lineaments of his expreſſive countenance 
wanted the glow of life and active ſpirit, 
they ſtill ſpoke his tender. friendſhip »for 
mankind. GABRIEL beholding his ſweet 


atrial ſtumbers, ſtood gazing on him in 


fi d attention. Thus a travelling ſeraph 


clad, when dew drops glittering hang on 


every flow'r, and Heſperũs lights his even- 


ing lamp, th guide the penſive ſage to 
groves where ſacred meditation and ner 


ful rapture dwell. 


After long and ſilent ae 
Ga BRIEL thus fpoke 3 O thou whoſe 


piercing view. extends to the Heavens, 


thou who heareſt me amidft the flumbers 


of thine earthly frame } with aſſiduous 


care have 1 executed all thy commands, 


While: thus employ'd, the firſt of men 
expreſs d with longing ardour, his defite 


to ſee thy face. Now I obey thy great 


Vienna will, and haſten hence to glo- 


rify thy: redeeming love. Meanwhile 'be 


* 
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ſkim the air, while: your CREATOR fleeps. 
A moment of this fleeting time, while he 
is here, ſhould to you be dearer than the 
ages, during which; with buſy and ſedu- 
lous care, ſome of your ſpecies haye ad- 
miniſter'd to the ſervice -of man. Te 
aerial ſounds, remain ſilent within your 
tumultuous caverns, or only i in ſoft and 
tremulous murmurs” riſe. Ye hovering 
clouds ſhed from your boſoms balmy reſt 
into the cooling ſhades.” Wave not ye 
cedars, and ye palms de 1750 for your 
Creator fle ss. 

Thus in ſofteſt accents the cis ſeraph 
expreſs*'d his care. Then flew to the af- 
ſembly of the guardians of the earth, who, 
in ſubordination to the great SUPREME, 
govern. this terreſtrial globe, guiding the 
events of providence. To theſe was he to 
expreſs the deſire of the bleſſed ſpirits, the 
approaching PE A's and the. ſecond 
Tu; vi 

O thou who, next to GABRIEL, pre- 
ſidedſt in the great affair of redemption ! 
guardian ſpirit of the earth, the mother of 
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ſo many children of immortality, Who 
through the revolving centuries, are ſent | 
to the regions on high, while the ruins of 


the habitation of the inextinguiſhable ſoul. 


are interr'd under eminences, on which 


the foot of tlie paſſenger never reſts. Thou 
of this once glorious earth the protector, 


f O ſeraph ELoa ! forgive thy future friend, 


for making known to mortals, as M3 


by Sion” s muſe, thy ſecret reſidence ſince 
Eden's creation. if All'd with ſolitary 


delight, he Is 1apt. in meditation deep, 
and the bright round of ſilent extaſy: if he 
has liſten'd to the voice of angels, and his 
enraptur'd ſoul has heard diſcourſes celeſ- 
tial, oh hear | when bold and ſublime, | 
like the youth of Heaven, he ſings not 


the mouldering ruins. of. the world; but 


leads man, devoted to death, and riſing to 
immortality, to the aſſembly of the ſaints, 
to the council of the guardian angels. 3 
In the ſilent receſs of the unregarded 
north pole, reign Solitude and eternal 
Night, whence inceſſantly flow darkneſs 5, 


and clouds, like an overwhelming ſca. 


8 
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Thus, at the call of Moss, a_black ' 
gloom once, O Nile! conceal'd thy ſeven 
channels, and hid the everlaſting pyramids, 
the tombs of kings. Never yet has a be- 
ing whoſe eye is bounded by the viſible ho- 
rizon, ſeen theſe deſert tracts, involv'd in 
nocturnal ſtillneſs, where the human voice 
was never heard, and where there will be 
no reſurrection; but dedicated to muſings 
deep, and refin'd ſpeculations, the ſe-; 
raphim render them glorious, when paſ- 
ling over the mountains ſweetly abſorb'd, 
in a prophetic calm, they behold the fu- 
ture felicity of mankind. In the centre of 
theſe tracts opens the angelic gate, thro”. 
which the guardian ſpirits deſcend into 
their ſanctuary. 

As in hardy winter, aſter days dark 
and gloomy, the ſun riſes bright over the 
ſnowy mountains, when clouds and night 
fly before his all-enlivening rays, while 
the icy plains, andhoary foreſts, with bril- 
liant whiteneſs glitter in his beams: thus 
GABRIEL advanc'd, brightening the 
duſky eminences over which he flew, 


| 
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Soon had his foot Trench the facred gate, 
vrhich open'd ſpontaneous before him 
' founding like the ruſtling wings of cherus 
bims, and on bis entrance, inſtantiy elos d. 
The ſeraph now penetrated into the depths 
of the earth, where old Ocean flowiy rolls 
his waves to defart and uninhabited coaſts,. 
while mighty Rivers, the fons of Ocean, 
deep reſounding, laſh the hollow ſhores, 
as if agitated by a temmpeſt. ” GapRiBL 
ſtill advancing, his facred reſidence: 
appear d before him. The gate, an 
of a cloud, gave way at his approach, and 
then gowing with celeſtial brightneſs; va- 
niſh'd. "Darkneſs rolling under his rapid. 
feet, Hed as he advane'd'; while far be- 
hind, wav ing flames mark'd bis path. 
And now the e Kirn enter d _ 
. aſſembly. o! ita 
Where, far from us, the cher turns on 
its centre, is a vaſt concave fill'd with ce- 


leſtial breezes ; in the midſt of which is a 
fun crown'd with flowing radiance, mildly 
tefulgent. From this ſource, life and 
_ warmth aſcend into the veins of the earth. 


Book I; THE - MESSIAH. Es 
The ſuperior orb of day, jointly: with this 
his. never failing, aſſiſtant, forms the gay 
flow'ry Spring z the ſeryid Summer, loaded 
with bending branches, and thee, O Au- 


tumn rich i av golden. fruit, and ſmiling O | 


the mountams cloth'd with purple vine: 
yards. But within its horizon neyer did 
this ſun riſe or ſet. Round it in fleecy 
clouds ſmiles an eternal morn... There he 


 who- fills the heavens and the earth with 


his preſence, in theſe clouds makes known 


his thoughts to the admiring. angels, diſ- : 


playing before them the wonders of provi- 
dence. Thus Gon here reveals his grace, 
when after prolific ſhowers, the rainbow” 
appears in a diſtant falling cloud, and te- 


2 nannt. * N 7 13 ” 


' Onthis ſun Gang aliens: . 


him aſſembled the guardians of monarchies, 


the angels of war and. death, who in che 


labyrinth of deſtiny, to the divine hand 


convey the directing thread, by which the 


ALMIGHTY ſecretly overrules the actions 


el kings, An they, inflated with pride, 


thee, O Earth! declares the divine cpye-" 
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38 TAE MESSIAH. Boox 1. 
triumph in their own ſtrength, and Conſt- | 
der their ſubjects as made only to adminif- - 
ter to their luſt and ambition. T here were 


likewiſe the guardians of the virtuous, who 


conduct the penfive ſage, when fond of 
privacy, he avoids all human ſchemes of 
earthly grandeur, in filence opening to his 
mind the books of endleſs futurity. Theſe 
alſo unſcen, add wings to the inſpiring 
thoughts of the enraptur'd Chriftian, and 
join their aid, when a devout aſſembly 
pour forth their ſouls in hymns of pruiſe to 


the great REDPPUER. When the foul 


of the juſt departed Chriſtian, hovering 
over its late body, ſces the pale and ghaſtly 
viſage, and all the diſmal marks of the tri- 
umph of death over vanquiſh'd nature, ; 


then this bleſſed band, with chearful coun- 
| tenance, receive him, ſaying, Beloved foul! 


the time will come when we ſhall gather 
together all theſe ruins of mortality; When 


the tabernacles of clay, thus disfigur'd by 


the ruthleſs. hand of death, ſhall, at the 


morning of the reſurrection, awake from a 
new creation, Come then, thou future 


IS 
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citizen of Heaven, what a.delightful-proſ- 
pect lies before thee! O divine ſoul !; the 
chief of ViRors, who bas conquer'd death, 
and triumph'd over the Blaue, waits to 


receive thee | | 
Round the Page allo flock'd- * Gli 


of thoſe tender infants who had juſt enter'd 
into life; but fled weeping with the piteous 


cries of childhood.  T heir; timid eyes had 
view'd with aſloniſtiment the objects 
around them, when, not daring to ſtay 
on the great theatre, yet unopen'd to t 


view, their guardian angels conduct them 


thence, and animating them with rapturous 
ſongs, join'd to the harmony of the reviu- 
ing harp, they in ſoft and melodious ſtrains 
tell them, how, and from whence, they 
receiv'd their origin ; of the purity of the 
human ſoul, when proceeding out of the 
hands of the ALL-PERFECT OPIRIT ; and 
with what juvenile luſtre the new, created 
ſuns with their attendant worlds, appear'd 


before the great CREATOR. The proge- 
nitors of the human race, ſay they, expect 


you; a glorious view of him, who has 


- 


_— 
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* + erown'd you with mercy, awaits you at 

the eternal throne... Thus do they inſtruct 

tthßheir worthy diſciples in that ſublime, wiſ- 

* dom, the fleeting ſhadows of which erring 

: mortals vainly purſue. The fouls of the 

inſants now quitting their lucid bowers, 
join d their faithful guardians, who, en- 
compaſſing the divine meſſenger, he made 
known to the aſſembled ſpirits, the orders 
of the Mos r Hicr concerning the MS- 
SIAH. Tranſported they liſtend, and 
When he ceas'd to ſpeak, ſtood . | 
deep contemplation. hs 

An amiable pair nam'd 1 and 

Fe two infant ſouls in tenden friend - 
ſhip join'd, at length embracing, thus dife 
cours'd, Is it - not Ixsus, O IE Dip! 
of: whom the ſeraph ſpoke ? Ah! well do 
I remember, when we were on earth, the 
ardour with which he folded us in his 
arms ! How tenderly. he preſs'd us to his 
throbbing heart! A tear of benignity and 
grace fell on his cheek—T kiſs'd it away 
4/1 I ſee it ſtill—ever ſhall I ſee it. I too re- 

=__ _ . anſwer d JeDiDa,. that holding 
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me in © ha be faid to our 3 
who were ſtanding by, Reſemble theſe 
little children, or ye cannot enter into my 

kingdom. This — this, return'd BenfAa- 
MIN, is the REDEEMER'| the Savio f 
our GRACIOUS FRIEND! the Dargun 
or HAPPINESS to the human ruce! 


Thus they affectionately — | 


en GABRIEL, now bent on a new 
embaſſy, aſcended. A ſtream of © light 
rolling down, flow'd as he went, with 
magnificent ſplendor, from the feet of the 
immortal. Thus the inhabitants of the 
moon behold the day of this terraqueous 
globe illuminate their pity; when dew- 
dropping clouds deſcend on the top of 
their mountains. GABRIEL thus aſcend- 
ed, amidſt the acclamations of rejoicing 
angels, and of the ſouls who had left their 
bodies, into the more expanded atmoſphere. 
Like the arrow flying from the filver bow, 
and wing d for victory, he ſhot along by 


the ſtars, and haſted to the ſun. Then 


alighting at URI EL's reſidence, found on 
one of the pinnacles of that noble ſtrue- 
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42 THE MESSIAH. Boox I. 
ture, the ſouls of the fathers, whoſe fix'd 
looks follow'd the beams that diſpenſe the 
new-born day to the land of Canaan, 

Among theſe was ApAu, the firſt of 

men, who appear'd with diſtinguiſh'd dig- 

nity, ſtanding ſublimely penſive. Ga- 

BRIEL join'd him, and they, with the 

guardians of the ſun, ſtood waiting for the 

ſight of the mount of. Olives, converling 
on . of mankind.” IRIS 
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ru ARGUMENT. _ 


7 5 ſouls of the patriarchs ſee the Westen 
awake at break of day; and the parents 
of the human race alternately ſalute him 

with a hymn. Jzsvs learns from Ra- 

- PHAEL, Jonx's guardian angel, that this 

| diſciple is viewing a demoniac among the 

ſepulchres on the mount of Olives. He 

goes thither, and finds Sa MMA, whom Sa- 

Tax attempts to kill, by throwing him into 

deſpair. The Mrss1an puts SaTan to 

„ flight; who returning to Hell, gives an 

account of what he knows of Jzsvs, and 

deterwines his death: but is oppoſed by 

ABBaDona. ADRAMELECH ſpeaking in 

ſupport of SaTan's determination, all Hell 

approves it; on which SaTan and Apra- 

MELECH return to the earth, to put their 

deſign in execution. ABBA DORA following 

them at a diſtance, ſees at the gate of Hell, 

Anvil, a ſeraph, once his friend, whom. 

he addreſſes : but ABDIEI taking no notice 

. of him, he proceeds forwards ; bewails the 

forfeiture of his glory ; deſpairs of finding 

grace, and after vainly endeavouring to 

deſtroy himſelf, deſcends on the earth. Sa- 

TAN and ADRAMELECH alſo advance to the 
earth, and alight on the mount of Olives. 
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\H E morn now N over the 

1. woods of waving, cedars, Ixsus 
aroſe. The ſpirits of the patriarchs ſaw 
him from their ſolar manſion. Among 
theſe were the parents of the human race 
array'd in n n who thus al- 
ternate ſang. 
ADAM began... Faireſt of days, ſaid he, 
of all in the ſtores of time, moſt ſacred! 
At thy return, the ſouls of men, the che- 
rubim and ſeraphim ſhall . hail thy riſing | 
and ſetting light. Whether deſcending to 
the earth, or whether the bright ſpirits 
of Heaven diffuſe thy radiance through 
the firmament, or thou advanceſt by the 
throne of Gop, thee. in feſtive pomp will 


- 


4% THE MESSIAH; Boox IL 
we celebrate with ballelujahs jubilant. 


Thee will we bleſs with joyful gratulas/ 


tions, O day, in which our raviſh'd eyes 


firſt behold the great MssrAR array'd in 


humility. How beautiful is his 1 


how lovely! how divine! 


Bleſſed and holy art thou who brenda 


eſt him forth more bleſs'd than Eve; F 
the mother of men. Though innumerable 
my offspring, I am alſo the mother of in- 


numerable ſinners: but thou fair daughter 


of earth] haſt brought forth only one, 
the Sor of Gop, the righteous, the ſpot- 


leſs, the divine Messran | With wan⸗ 
dering eye I view my beloved earth: but 
thee, O Paradiſe ! I no longer behold: 


thou wert ſwept away by the waters of 


the overwhelming deluge- Thy lofty 


umbrageous cedars which Gon himfelf 


had planted; thy tranquil bowers, the 
manſion of the young virtues, no 


ſtorm, no thunder, no angel of death 
haſt ſpar'd. Thou Bethlehem, where 


Mary brought him forth, Where, with 


maternal extaſy, ſhe firſt preſs d him to 
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her boſom, be now my Eden. Thou 
Well of Davrp, be the clear ſpring, 
where I, juſt coming from the hands of 
my divine Mak RR, firſt ſaw, myſelf; and 
thou homely cottage, where he firſt wept, 
be thou to me the Bower of primeval in- 
nocence. O that I, in Eden, had barne 
thee Oh that I, juſt after my fatal tranſ= 
greſſion had brought thee forth then 
would I have gone to my JUDGE, where 
the earth open d under him, as if to form 
my grave; where the ruſtling of the tree: 
of knowledge produc'd a dreadful ſound; 
where his thunders announc'd the ſentence 
of the curſe; where trembling I ſtood, 
and fainted with terror. There would 
J have gone to him. Thee, weeping, 
| ſhould I have embrac'd, and preſſing thee 
to my fluttering heart, ſhould have cry'd, 
Forgive me, O my Gop | and no longer 
be incenſed againſt me. I have borne the 
SAVEOUR, the enn; * PRINCE 
or PAR! 3 
The firſt of men ad refs; Holy: 
art thou, adoreable and eternal, O thou 


_ * — ace * 
x * * a _ < — 4 ER 
: — r _ 
——— des. 4 - » 2 CET N 
TI . * WB oe cr — 
r —— wr — 


— —˙Ü˙•———— ———— 


— — 


Nag oe oe 
— 


28 "Tu y — — * — — — 
. ͤ . od Yn i ae neg — —— = —_— = 
- — «wo 5 g o 25 * — — — A 
— ̃ —„— . — Ty ä tY N * 6 , "I 
— — — — 
* e = 


48 THE MESSIA W 


redeem mankind, my iſſue! Their alie- 
nation from thee I have ever deplor'd : 
Thou, O Go | haſt beheld my tears 
By you, ye ſeraphim, have they been 
ſeen and number d.— Ve ſpirits of the 


Finsr Cavst ! thou [Prinz Sources 
Hs * N of felicity | thou 
FATHER of the divine, the holy Jzsus, 
whom thou, all-gracious, haſt choſen to 


dead, the bleſs'd ſouls of my fleeping de- 
ſcendants, have heard me ſigh for the pro- 
mis d happineſs of our offspring. With 
out thee, O MxssrAH ! Heaven itſelf 
would loſe its charms : but thy divine 


grace, thy condeſcending mercy and love 


to man, changes 255 erte concern in- | 


* rapturous joy. 


And now, ies Aebi I 
ITY moſt dear] return'd EVE; while 
thou beareſt our image, the image of mor- 


tal man, thee let us implore, to complete 
the offering made for us. For this thou 


haſt deſcended from the celeſtial abodes— 


for this thou haſt veil'd thy glories, and art 
cloath'd in fleſn, O thou CREA ox and 


* 


Boon . THR MESSIAH. 149 


native land, then quick return to Heaven; 
while we, O thou divine, thou ſpotleſs 
r balls thy erer and * 
love! ak 

Through the. 2 of the — pa- 
lace reſounded the voices of - theſe fervent 
ſauls. The MsszrAn heard them in his 
deep receſs, as in a ſacred, ſolitude, the 
boly prophet rapt in contemplation, hears, 
in ſoft whiſpers, the voice of the ExER- 
NAL. Jxsus now began to deſcend from 
the top of Olivet. In the midſt of the 
mount, a cluſter of palm trees growing on 
an eminence, rear'd their waving heads 
into the light flimſy clouds of hovering 
morning vapours. Under theſe palms the 
 Mgss1 4H. perceiv'd RAPHAEL, Jonx's 
guardian angel, abſorb'd in meditations 
deep and awful, while gentle breezes 
flowing from him, brought to the MEDI- 
Aron, ſounds which none but he could 
hean ,, i; is! en 1 

Wich gracious voice, 3 4 Manag 


. es Rarnar draw, bear, N *. 
Vox. I. E 
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THE MESSIAH. Book II. 
and inviſible walk by my fide. How haſt 
thou watch'd the pure ſoul of JohN, my 
beloved diſciple? Did his thoughts, G 
RapfAkL |! reſemble thine? Where haſt 
thou left him? I watch'd him, O holy 
"'MEpiarToR! anſwer'd the ſeraph, with 
the utmoſt care. Holy dreams hover'd 
round his tranſported ſoul. - Oh that thou 
hadſt ſeen him, when fleeping, he beheld 
thee! A ſmile of complacency and love 


- overſpread his face. Thy ſeraph alſo be- 


held Ap AM, when, ſleeping in the bloom- 
ing fields of Eden, the lovely form of 
* Eve, juſt riſen into exiſtence, was pre- 
| ſented by his divine Mak ER, to his mind; 
but the pleaſure diffus'd over his counte- 
"Nance, was exceeded by the pleaſing rap- 
ture viſible in the face of thy holy diſciple. 
He is now among the gloomy manſions of 
death lamenting over a demoniac, who, 
pale as the ghaſtly corpſe, lies ſtretch'd in 
the duſt of the dead. O thou moſt Gra- 
cious | wilt thou not ſee him? Wilt thou 
not behold the gentle youth, overcome by 
ſympathizing diſtreſs, his heart ſwell'd by 


- 
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the painful feelings of humanity, and his 
whole frame trembling with horror? 1 
myſelf was ſo ſtruck at the ſight, that the 
tear of ſorrow quiver'd in my eye, and I 
haſtily withdrew : for always have I been 
deeply affected at the ſufferings of thoſe 
whom thou haſt created immortal. 
RAPHAEL ceas'd. Indignation ſparkled | 
in the eyes of the MEDrTATOR, and raiſ- 
ing them up to Heaven, he cry'd, O Fa- 
THER OMNIPOTENT_! hear me now. I 
call upon thee. May the enemy of man- 
kind feel the effects of thy juſtice ; ; that 
Heaven may rejoice at ſeeing Hell involv'd 
in confuſion, ſhame, and terror. 
Jxsus now drew near to the ſepulchres, 


: which were hewn out of the cliffs of .the 


rock. Thick and gloomy woods guarded 
the entrance from the view of the haſty 
traveller. Here the morning dawn lower' d 
in chilly coolneſs, and the ſun faintly ſhot 
his beams among the tombs. Sauna, 
thus was the demoniac call'd, lay in a 
| ſwoon by the ſepulchre of his youngeſt and 
beſt beloved fon, This ſhort repoſe Sa- 
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52 THE MESSIAH. Boox II. 
TAN allow'd him, in order to torment 
him with the greater cruelty. Thus he 
lay proſtrate by the mouldering bones, and 
the once animated duſt that ſprung from 
his own fleſh. Near him ſtood his other 
ſon weeping, with his ſweld eyes lift up _ 
to Heaven. The deceas'd child they thus 
lamented, the fond mother, mov'd by the 
entreaties of this wretched parent, had 
once brought, when/ agitated by the ma- 
lice of SATAN, he rov'd, as now, among 
the dead. Ah father! then cry'd' the dar- 
ling of his heart, his little BENoNT, break- 
ing from his mother's hold, while ſhe, 
fill'd with terror, haſted after him, — Ah 
my poor father will you not kiſs me? 
then clinging about his knees, preſs'd his 
hand to his breaſt. The father embrac'd 
him trembling. The little innocent re- 
turned his endearments, and look'd up 
to him with an engaging ſmile, and the 
little pleaſing blandiſhments of infant fond- 
neſs to attract hs notice. When the fa- 
ther ſuddenly ſtarting, ſeiz'd the child, 
and, fill'd with all the fury of Hell, daſh'd 


* 
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him againſt the rock : his brains, mix'd with 
blood, diſcolour'd the ſtone, and with a 
gentle figh, his ſpotleſs ſoul left its ſhat- 
ter d habitation. _ The madneſs of the 
wretched parent inſtantly ſubſided. He 
threw himſelf on the ground; then riſing, 
ſnatch'd up the ſtiffaing corpſe, which he 
folded in his fainting arms: he preſs'd it 
to his boſom ; and while the mother rent 
the air with her ſhrieks and lamentations, 
he mourn'd inconſolable, crying, My 
ſon -Benont ! O Benoxt, BEenoxt, my 
dear ſon } while repentant tears = 
from his ſtreaming eyes. 

He now lay ſtretch'd on the earth, and 
having recover'd from his ſwoon, his 
whole foul was ſuffus'd in grief; when 
JogL, his other ſon, turning his. face, 
wet with tears, from his father, beheld 
the MzsslAH advancing towards the ſe- 
pulchres, and fill'd with ſurprize and joy, 
cry'd, O father, here is Jesvs, the great 
prophet, coming towards the tombs ! Sa- 
TAN heard him, and fill'd with terror, 
caſt a lowering glance through the entrance 

E 3 | 
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of the ſepulchres. Thus from his dark 
dwelling looks the profane atheiſt, when 
the loud tempeſt rides along the flaming 
clouds, and the tremendous chariots of 
vengeance awfully roll on high. SA TAN 
had hitherto tormented Sa MMA only at 
a diſtance, ſending forth plagues from the 
remoteſt parts of the duſky tombs ; but 

now riſing, and arming himſelf with the 
terrors of Hell, he launch'd them at the 

poor afflicted wretch, who inſtantly ſprung 

on his feet, but void of ſtrength, he again 
ſunk on the earth. His troubled foul was 
' ſcarce able to ſtruggle againſt the afſaults 
of death; But ſuddenly rais'd to madneſs, 
he was driven by the archfiend up the 
rocks. Here, O benevolent SAaviourt 
SATAN would before thy face have daſh'd 
him in pieces by caſting him down: but 
thou waſt already there. Thy ſpeedy pre- 
venting grace, ſupported the helplefs, and 
. bore him up on thine immortal wings. 

The deſtroyer of mankind, ſeeing the Sa- 
VIOUR approach, trembled with indigna- 
tion and terror. JEsUs now caſting 
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donn on the demoniac a look of benignitʒ 
and grace, a divine power iſſues from his 
eyes, and Sau MA, freed from pain, with 
fear acknowledges his deliverer : life dawns 
in that face, which juſt before had the 
awful ſtamp of death. With a loud cry, 
and ſtreaming eyes, he looks towards 
Heaven. Fain would he ſpeak ; but only 
tremulous accents proceed from his faul- 
tering lips. He ſtretches out his ſuppliant 
arms to his gracious deliverer, and views 
him enraptur' d. As the ſoul of the me- 
lancholy ſage ſhudders, when bewilder d in 
thought, ſhe doubts the eternity of her 
future duration; the immortal eſſence 
then ſhrinks back from deſtruction, till a 
kindred mind, certain of its immortality, 
and relying on the promiſes of the AL- 
MIGHTY, approaches with chearing looks. 
The | gloom then diſperſes, and the illu- 
min'd mind, ſhaking off the painful depreſ- 
ſion, exults and triumphs, and ſeems to 
become a ſecond time immortal. Thus, 
to the peels, was this divine mat 11 
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The MEssIAH now addreſs'd SATAN 


with a voice of awful ſuperiority; Spirit 
of Deſtruction, who art thou, that in my 


preſence haſt the preſumption to torture 
man, the race elected for redemption 1A 


voice deep roaring anſwer'd in wrathful 
accents, I am SATAN, the ſovereign of 


the world, and reign ſupreme over the 
independent ſpirits, for whom I find other 
employment, than that given to the celeſ- 


tial ſongſters. Thy fame, O mortal pro- 
phet! (for Mary could never bring 
forth an immortal) has reach'd the depths 


of Hell; and I myſelf, an honour. thou 


mayſt well boaſt, came to ſee the 8a - 


VIOUR, whoſe coming was proclaimꝰd by 


the ſlaves of Heaven. But thou becameſt 
a man, an enthufiaſtic viſionary, like 


thoſe, Death, my ſon, who is far migh- 
tier than thou, has already laid in the grave. 


J deem'd it beneath me to mind what 
thoſe new immortals were doing ; yet, 


not to be quite inactive, I tormented man- 
kind. This thou thyſelf- haſt ſeen ; that 


face has been mark'd by the finger of 
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death. 1 now haſten to Hell. My irre- 
ſiſtable foot ſhall lay waſte the earth and 
the wide ocean, to open me a commodious 
paſſage. Hell, with joyful acclamations, 
ſhall celebrate my return. If thou dareſt 
to oppoſe me, do it now. I ſhall come 
back with the power of a king, to protect 
the world I have conquer'd. But firſt die, 
thou wretch, added he, impetuoylly ruſh- 
ing on SAMMA. 
The MEssrAR, calm 2 ſilent, like 
the: OMNIPOT ENT FATHER, when with 
a a nod he ſaves or deſtroys a world, check'd 
his fury, and render'd feeble all his boaſt- 
ed power. He fled precipitate, forget- 
ting in his flight to make the earth and tbe 
ocean feel the force of his irreſiſtible foot... 
SAA now deſcended from the rock, 
with no leſs joy than NEBUCHADNEZZAR 
flew from the majeſtic ſtream of the Eu- 
phrates, when, by the decree of the AL- 
MIGHTY, his reaſon was reſtor'd, and 
riſing eret, he was able to view the 
Heavens. The terrors of the Loxp, and 


the roaring, waves of the i impetuous ſtream, 
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no longer paſs'd over him, amidſt the 19 
ling thunder, and the forked lightning, 
like that ſeen on mount Sinar. The 


prince then went to Babylon” s penfile gar- 


dens, not to exalt himſelf as a Gop; but 
lying proſtrate in the duſt, with his arms 


ſtretch'd out towards Heaven, he pour'd 


forth the warm effuſions of his gratitude to 
the ETERNAL. Thus SAMMA, haſting 
to the MEess1an, fell at his feet, and 


cry'd, O man of Go O heavenly Pro- 
phet!] ſuffer me to follow thee; and let 
the life thou haſt reſtor'd be devoted to 


thee ! He then riſing on his knees, threw 


his trembling arms about the REDEEMER, 


Jesus, caſting on him a look of benevo- 


| Tence, mildly anfwer'd; Follow me not; 3 
but henceforth frequent the hill of Calvary, 


p—_— 


where thou ſhalt ſee the hope of ABRA- 


An, and of the prophets. 3 | 
The MxssiAE had ſearcely ſpoke, when 
the innocent JoEL, with a timid air, ad-. 


dreſs'd himſelf to Jonun, Dear Rabbi, 


ſaid he, lead me to the great PRO HET of 
Go for 1 would ſpeak. to him, The 


| land Aiſciple * | 1 bim 1 the 
hand, preſented him to the Saviour, to 


whom, with innocent ſimplicity, he thus 
ſpoke : O great PRor RET, 4 may not 
my father and I follow thee ? Let me aſk 
_ thee too, Why doſt thou ſtay in this dif- 


mal place, where the fight of the bones of 


the dead chills my very blood? Come 
then, Oh come thou Man of Gon, to 
our houſe, to which my father is feturn- 
ing. My poor mother, I am ſure, will 
be glad to wait on thee. Indeed ſhe will. 


She will treat thee with milk and honey. 


She will give thee the beſt fruit that grow 
on our trees. She will cover thee with 
the wool of the youngeſt. of our lambs. 
When Summer returns, I will ſhew thee 
thoſe trees in our garden my father has 
given to me, and thou ſhalt fit under 
their ſhade. —But O Benont-! my dear 
brother BRNoxI is dead! I muſt leave him 


in that tomb. No more, Benoni, wilt 


thou go with me to water the flowers : 
nor in the cool evening wilt thou fondly 
wake me! ſee there, O divine PRopHET ! 


by * * 
* 
* A £ 


[ l 
£3: 


60 THE MESSIAH. Book U. 
he lies within that tomb. Jxsus, 3 a 


tender ſmile, embrac'd him; then wiping 
_ away. his tears, ſent him home, and turn- 


ing to Joan, ſaid, Amiable child! ſo 
tender and ingenuous a mind have I ſel- 
dom found in thoſe of riper years. Thus 


he ſpoke, and ftay'd with Jour among 


the ſepulchres. 
In the mean time Saran, wrapp'd in 


ä clouds and vapours, paſs'd through the 


yally of Jehoſaphat, and, unſeen, croſs'd 
the Dead Sea. Then reaching eloud- 


capp 'd Carmel, he, from thence ſhot up 


into the heavens, where, with look ma- 


lien, he wander'd through the univerſe, 


amidſt ſuns and worlds innumerable ; en- 
rag'd that, after a long ſucceſſion of ages, 


they Mill ſhone with all the beauty and 
grandeur the Thunderer had imparted to 


them at their creation. Then, deſirous 
of imitating the works of the great O- 
NIPOTENT, and unwilling that the morn- 


ing ftars ſhould know him by his gloomy 


aſpect, which the mingled radiance ren- 


der'd more conſpicuous, he chang'd his 
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form, and array*d himſelf in etheri ial light. 
But ſoon the effulgent veſture became in 
ſupportable 3 ; when being alſo diſguſted at 
what he beheld, which il! ſuited a mind 
ſo foul; he haſted back to Hell. Now, 


with pit deſcent; he reach'd the confines 


of the mundane ſyſtem, where immenſe 
ſpaces open'd before him; and "theſe he 
term'd the frontiers of more extended 
realms; where he propos'd to fix a new 

empire. Here, as far as the ſi ickening 
_ rays of the laſt ſtars of the creation caſt a 
pallid light through the void, he beheld 
tranſient gleams ; yet ſaw not Hell. Fa ar 
from himſelf and the bleſſed ſpirits, Go 
had enclos'd the abode of horror in perpe- 

tual darkneſs. For deſtruction horrible it 
| was created; and, to anſwer the end of 
puniſhment, it was dreadfully pompous, 
and awfully perfect. In three nights Hell 
was form'd. Then Gop forever turn'd 
from it his face: that face wherewith he 
ſmiles, with benignity and grace, on his 
creatures, transfuſing through their ſouls 


the ſweeteſt joy. Thoſe diſmal regions 
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are guarded by two angels, of approy d 


valour. The ALMIGHTY himſelf girded 


them with arms invincible ; ; and with his 
orders gave his ſacred benediction; that 
they might there reſtrain the powers 
of darkneſs, leſt SATAN, prompted. by 
malice, , ſhould aſſail the creation of Gon, 
and bent on deſtruction, deform the fir 
face of nature. To the entrance of Hell, 

where, with ſolemn ſtate, the angels ſit, 


deſcends. 2 lucent path of ſtreaming light, 
reſembling : a river of liquid cryſtal 5 that 


thus remote, they might not loſe that ho- 
Iy joy, and pleaſing rapture, the mingled 
beauties of the wide creation TSP to the 
pious r 

Skirting this luminous way, "Saran, 
* — reach'd Hell, and ruſhing fiercely 
through the gate, wrapp'd i in a cloud, in 
haſte mounted his burning throne. Among 
the eyes dim'd by darkneſs and diſpair, 


none ſaw him but ZoPHIEL, one of the | 
infernal heralds ; 3 who, obſerving 4 cloud 


inveſt the lofty ſteps, cry'd to a ſpirit 


| ſanding near, SATAN, the fovereign of 
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| theſe dark abodes, is at length return'd. 
That cloud of 'vapours indicates, that he, 
ſo long expected by all the gods, is there.) 
While he yet ſpake, the intervening cloud 
diſpers'd, and Sa r AN, with terror and 
rage on his brow, appear d ſeated on his 
throne. The ſervile herald inſtantly flies 
to a volcano, which in fireams of flaming 
ſulphur uſed to proclaim SA T Ax's arrival 
through all the burning land; there mount- 
ing on the wings of a tempeſt, he aſcended 
from the bottom of the mountain up to its 
ſummit; where, wrapp'd in clouds of 
ſmoak is a "yawning aperture. There 
kindling the fiery ſtorm, eruption terrible 
proclaim the archfiends arrival, and gleam- 
ing light illuminating the dark abodes, to 
the far diſtant ſhew Hell's monarch, ſeated 
high in pageant ſtate. All the inhabitants 
of the abyſs then appcar, and their chiefs * 
| haſte to ſeat themſelves beneath him « on n the 
| Reps of his throne. 66 

Thou muſe of Sion, who undilmey d, 
look*ſt, fill'd with ſacred fervor and ſo- 
lemn awe, down into the _ of Hell, 
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while, when the MogT'-Hicm- puniſhes 
the ſinner, thou readeſt in the divine coun- 
tenance, ſelſ- approbation and calm tran- 
quility ; O now inſpire thy ſuppliant, and 
let the mighty voices of the infernals roar 
in my numbers, as the ne ſtorm 85 
Aas the tempeſt of Gop 1 . — — 
Firſt 'appear'd „ a. fore 
in guile and malice exceeding; SATAN; 
againſt whom his bofom. fill boil'd with 
indignant rage, for being the firſt; who. at- 
tempted the apoſtacy, which he / himſelf 
had long before projected. The actions 
he perform'd, were not to advance Sa- 
TAN's kingdom, but his own. From 
years immemorial he had been conſidering 
how to raiſe himſelf to the dominion of 
Hell; how to engage the Prince of the fiery 
deep in a freſh war againſt the ETERNAL z 
- how to cauſe him to be forever baniſh'd to 
the infinite ſpace: or, if all fail'd, how he 
might ſubdue him by force of arms. Theſe 
thoughts had employ'd his mind ever ſince 
the apoſtate angels, flying before the con- 
quering arm of the een, had been 
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driven down into the "tremendous gulph: 
The ſuperior ſpirits' then aſſembling, 
ADRAMELECH laſt appear'd; but inſtead 


of martial armour bore a tablet of poliſh'd | 


gold, and lowly" advancing, call'd aloud, 
Why, O ye kings! do ye thus ignomini- 
ouſly fly? Know, ye celeſtial warriors, 
ye noble aſſerters of liberty, that ye ſhall 
enter new and magnificent manſions of im- 
mortality. When Gop had invented the 
thunder, and with it arm'd the MESSTIAH, 
who with a tremendous ſtorm drove you 
to this place of woe, I eſcap'd, and paſ- 
ſing by unſeen, to the far diſtant ſanctuary 
of Gop, enter'd the awſul place, and 
there found the- table of deſtiny, in which 
our future fortunes are enroll'd. Draw 
near ye immortals, and read the archives 
of Heaven, Here ſee the ſovereign decree 
of Fate. He they read the following 
words: 4 
Of the BY over e lee 
reigns, one becoming ſenſible of his divi- 
nity, and quitting the Heaven of Hea- 
vens, ſhall dwell with his divine affociates 


*% 
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in folitary and gloomy manſions: theſe 
will he at firſt inhabit with pain and reluc- 
tance, as he who ſhall drive them thither, 
inhabited Chaos, till, for him, I form'd 
the univerſe. Such is my will. Dread 
not, ye celeſtial ſpirits, to enter the abodes 
of terror and diſmay. For out of theſe, 
New worlds ſhall ariſe, more glorious than 
thoſe ye have left. Theſe SATAN ſhall 
create; but from me ſhall he receive the 
divine plan. Thus ſays the god of gods, 
I who alone circumſcribe all ſpace, and 
with my moſt glorious world encompaſs 
that, with all the orbs and their gods. 
Here ADRAMELECH ceas'd ; but in vain 
did the ſpitits of darkneſs reve to give 
credit to his words. 
The MosT . Hicn,. who heard his 
RE Shae ſaid, I am  JEHovan, and 
beſides me there is no other God. The 
Heavens ſhall declare my glory, and the 
trembling ſinner bear witneſs to my power. 
Then proceeded from the mouth of Go? 
the momentous decree. Deep in the low- 
eſt Hell riſes a luminous maſs, in the 


midſt of the flaming ſea, which runs into 
the lake of death. This maſs enormous, 
the circling thunders, in whirling eddies, 


tore from its baſe, when xiſing high it 


ſtruck the proud ApRAMET ECR, fraught; 


with lyes, and caſt him with his impious 
tablet into the deadly lake. There ſeven 


nights he lay rolling in the abyſs. Long 
after; he caus'dlihimſelf to be worſhipp d 


on earth as the ſupreme; Gop, and had a 


temple erected to his honour, in which he 
himſelf preſided, placing over the high al- 


liev'd. Thither his partizans. reſorted, 
and like ſtaviſh hypocrites;, worſhipp'd the 
viſionary deity, when preſent, with reves: 
rence, and while abſent, with mockery. 
From this temple now came ADRAME=. 


LECH, and concealing his ſecret rancour, 
ſeated ee Uo! egy todo coſe. to: SAT: 45 


TAN. 155 . T* ti) 


Next came ae A . Grit * 
Leſt the Thundering Warrior, for ſo he 
calls the great JexovAan,: ſhould deſcend . 
10 ſeize the plains of Hell, he vainly forti- 
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he ruſhes among them from the ſtupendous 


tain ſhook, and behind, the rocks trem- 


fy'd them with a wall of mountains, rais'd 
te battlements. Oft when the 
gloomy dawn riſes in ſulphurous vapours 
from the banks of the flaming ocean, the 


inhabitants of Hell ſee him tottering under 


the ſtormy peak of ſome lofty eminence, 
While he flow ly advances down the decli- 
vity of the mountains, when, having caſt 


Bis load on his new rais d mound, which 
riſes towards the high uaulted roof of Hell, 


he ſtands in the clouds, liſtening to the 
echo made by the fall of the ponderous 
rock, and fancies it to bè the noiſe of the 


8 ratling thunder. The ſouls of the once 
proud conquerors of the earth then view- 


ing him with aſtoniſhment from beneath, 


heights, white they, wing'd by fear, y 


his ſable armour, which :reſounded as he 


walk' d, reſembling thunder involv'd in 
black clouds. Refore him the moun- 


bling, ſunk. Thus ag ang the 


- throne of Sar Au. 6 aca{ts 
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After him appear d BELIAL, who in 
| mournful filence came from the dreary, fo- 
reſts and deſart waſtes, Where the black 
ſtreams of death, iſſuing from a ſource. in- 
vol vd in clouds, flow dark and languſd to 
the foot of SATAN! 's throne. Vain, eter- 
nally vain are his endeavours to render the 
accurſed land on its banks, like the bright 
creation of Gop. Thou, O ETgrnas,! 
laugheſt at his attempts, when, howling 
like the tempeſt, he would imitate the 
cooling breeze of the Zephyrs, and when 
with impotent arm he attempts to drive 
the ſullen ſtream before him. At theſe 
labours he inceſſantiy toils, while the Ter- 
rors of (30D roar in his deſtructive wings, 
and Deſolation, array'd in deformity, is 
ſpread over the trembling abyſs. With 
rage BELIAL remembers the eternal 
Spring, which, like a young ſeraph, ſmiles 
on the ever-blooming flowers of Heaven. 
Fain would he imitate the beauties of that 


ſeaſon in Hell's nocturnal vales. Then 


 frowns, and vents indignant ſighs, at ſee- 
ing the doleful land lying before him in 
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drreary darkneſs, for ever incapable of im- 
provement 3 and notwithſtanding all his 


"pains, infinite tracts fill'd with a dreadful 


ſcene of woe. BEriaL; with a' brow 
lowering with dire. dejection, repair'd to 


SATAN, His mind ſtill boil'd with re- 
venge againſt him who drove him from the 
celeſtial fields, into that land of terror and 


deſolation, which every ſucceeding cen- 


tury ſeem'd to render more intolerable. 
Thou Mac, who dwelleſt in the 
lake - thou alſo amidſt thy waters ſaweſt 
the return of Sar AN. Thou cameſt 
forth, riſing in the midſt of a roaring 
whirlpool, and when thy feet divided the 
black ſtream, the ſea; driven before thee, 

' roſe like extenſive mountains. MA GO 
curs'd the LoRD. The voice of his wild 
blaſphemies continually flow'd in loud bel- 
lowings from his diſtorted mouth. Since 
his being caſt from Heaven, he has been 
ever uttering execrations againſt the 
ETERNAL ; and his breaſt boiling with 
hatred and revenge, he was weakly bent 
on deſtroying Hell, though it ſhould coſt 


— 
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him the labour of millions of ages. Being 
now alighted on the burning land, he 


ſpread devaſtation around, throwing the 
whole ſhore with its mountains into the 


+ 


deep 
Thus did the Princes of the infernal re- 


gions aſſemble about their king. Like the 


iſlands of the ſea when torn from their 
foundations, they ruſh'd on with boiſterous 
uproar, and irreſiſtable tumult. - After 
them crowds of inferior ſpirits flock'd, as 
the waves of the ocean rolling to the lofty 
ſhores. Myriads of ſpirits appear*d, 'who, 

ſentenc'd to contempt and endleſs infamy, 
chaunted their own exploits to their harps, 
which had been crack'd by the thunder of 
Heaven, and ſounded the diſcordant notes 


of death. Thus in the midnight hour, 


the lofty cedars, ſplit by a tempeſt, groan, 
when Boreas in his brazen chariot ſweeps 


over them, while Lebanon is agitated, 


and Hermon trembles. Sar Ax ſaw and 


heard them coming. He ſtarts up in a 


wild tranſport, and caſting his eyes over 


them, beholds the Atheiſts, a mean gro- 


51 
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ue band, among whom was Gos, 
their horrid leader, above all in phrenzy, | 
and in power pre-eminent. They endea- 
vour to imagine, that what they ſaw in 
Heaven was all a dream, the idle produce 
of phantaſtic viſions ; and, loſt in a laby- 
rinth of opinion, perſuade. themſelves, 
that the great JEHoVaAn, firſt their F ather, 
and then their Judge, has no exiſtence. 
Sar AN beheld them with a contemptuous 
ſmile, For ſome time he ſtood wrapp'd 
in thought, then ſlowly mov'd his eyes 
around, and again ſat down. As me- 
nacing ſtorms hover ſlow and dilatory over 
dreary and inhoſpitable mountains, ſo Sa- 
TAN fat frowning and penſive. At length 
furious, he open'd his lips, from which a 
tempeſt burſt forth, and a thouſand claps 
of impatent thunder iſſu'd n his im- 
pious moutn. 
Le formidable hands; if. ye are indeed 
choſe who bravely maintain'd with me the 
war in the plains of Heaven, during three 
dreadful days, hear with triumph what I 
hall relate concerning my ſtay on earth. 
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Hear ye alſo, my friends, the noble reſo- | 
tution I, your ſupreme god and king, 

have, taken to put Jerovan to ſhame. 
Sooner ſhall Hell paſs away, ſooner ſhall 
he annihilate his creation, which he once 7 
form'd from the dark chaos, and again 
dwell in ſolitude, than he ſhall wreſt from 
us our dominion over the race of man. 
Ve gods, ever unconquer'd, ever free ſhall 

ye remain, though he ſhould ſend even 
hither his RECONCILER,. with thouſands 
of his heavenly meſſengers: nor ſhall he 
rob us of our dominion,, though he himſelf 
ſhould deſcend to the earth to fave man- 
kind. But againſt whom do Ivent my in- 
dignation ?. Who is this inſignificant Sa- 
VIOURS this Mess1an, who comes cloath'd. 
in a mortal body ? Would he, who, arm' 'd. 
with the thunder of Heaven, drove us 
from the celeſtial plains, enter the womb. 
of a mortal? or is he, who muſt ſoon 
moulder in the duſt, to make war on us, 
and deftroy our empire? Yet there arc 
ſome here that have-timorouſly fled before 
him :—who, at his approach, eſcapꝰd from 
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the emaciated bodies of the mortals they 


tormented. Je daſtards, tremble before 
this aſſembly ! hide your faces, and bluſh 
in obſcurity. Hear it, ye gods they fled'! 


Why, ye puſilanimous, did ye ffyd Why 


did ye ſtile this JEsus, who is beneath 
both you and me, the Sox of the eternal 


. Gop ? But that ye may know who he is, 


hear from me the hiſtory of this arrogant 
Impoſtor. Hear this,) e aſſembly of ts 


| with triumph. 


From the remoteſt time a prophecy has 
prevail'd | among the Jews, a nation, of 


all others, the moſt addicted to viſions, 


that a SAVIOUR : is to ariſe, © deſcended 


from Davip one of their kings, who will 


forever deliver them from their enemies, 
and raiſe their monarchy to unparallelbd 


glory. Ve are not ignorant that ſome of 


your companions once came with the 
tidings that they had ſeen on mount Tabor, 
a hoſt of rejoicing angels, who, with ſeem- 
ing rapture, and awful reverence, inceſ- 
ſantly call'd on the name of Jesvs. That 
the cedars of the mountain trembled, and 


. 34 


| : 


the ſound of their hymns, utterd;in;jubi- 
lant ſtrains, echo'd through, the neigh- 
bouring rocks, while all Tabor reſounded 


BRIEL, proud and inſolent, went in triumph 
to an Iſraelitiſi woman, and giving her 


the ſalutation, only due to the immortals, 


in a voice, and geſture of reverence, ſaid, 


the inheritance of TsRAEL, His name 
{hall be JE sus. He: ſhall, be call'd the 
So of Gop, and of bis kingdom there 
ſhall be no end. Why, oO ye. Gods of 
Hell! when ye heard of this, were ye 
ſtruck. with, terror? Much more. baue I 
heard, yet continue undiſmay d. Tha 
ye. may perceive the glorious ardor With 


ceal from you. Does i it become us to be 
apprehenſive of danger, becauſe a mortal 
Dreamer on our earth aſſumes the titles of 
the Sox of. God, the REDEEMER, and 
the SayIouR ? F 
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with Jssus the Saviour. Then Ga- 


From thee. ſhall a king be born, who will | 
protect the portion of Day ID, and: exalt | 


which I am inſpir'd, nothing will I con- | 
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During this ſpeech, the arch-apoſtate 


. ariſe the fears made by the Thunderer; 


but, though theſe fll'd him with terror, 
he ſtrove to rekindle his eee rage, and 
thus centinu'd : 1 
-” 1 watch'd on earth for 90 eee 
birth of this divine infant, He will ſoon, 
ſaid I, proceed from the womb of Mary. 
Then, ſwift as the rapid flaſh from the 
lowering clouds, or the thoughts of the 
gods, when wing'd with wrath, will he 
grow up towards Heaven. In his exalta- 
tion he, with one foot, covers the ſea, and 
with the other the earth. In his dreadful 
right hand he poiſes the ſun and moon, and 
in bis left the ſtars of the morning. He 
comes accompany'd- by Deſtructibn, in 
the midſt of ſtorms, which he ha; aſſem· 
bled from the whole univerſe, and ruſhes 
irreſiſtibly to victory. Fly, Saran! 
Ah fly! leſt, with his omnipote t thun- 
der, he ſtrikes impetuous, and having 
hurl'd thee through a thouſand worlds, 
leaves thee ſenſeleſs, and even void of life, - 
in the immenſe abyſs. Behold; theſe, ye 


13 


Bu 
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gods, were my thoughts.: but how far 
were they from the truth? He came into 
the earth a mere human being; ; a whim- 


pering child; and, like the other ſuns of 


the earth, was no fooner born, than he 
mourn'd his mortality with infant tears. 
A choir of heavenly ſpirits,” indeed, ſung 


at his birth: for ſometimes they deſcend 


to take a view of that earth where we 


rule with abſolute ſway, where viewing 


the graves and ſepulchres of the dead, 


wher e Once Was Paradiſe, they, weeping, 


turn away their eyes; but ſoon, to aſ- 
ſuage their grief, ſing hymns. of joy, and 
return to Heaven. This was now the 
eaſe. They haſted back, and left the 
helpleſs infant; who then fled from me, 


ly an enemy was beneath my purſuit. 
Meanwhile my truſty vicegerent, HRROn, 

caus'd the infants of Bethlehem to be maſ- 
fund 5 when the ſtreaming. blood; the 


dying ſbrieks of the helpleſs. innocents; 


the agonies of the diſconſplate mothers, 
and the odorous ſteam of the freſh man; 
1 x 


while I ſuffer d him to fly; for ſo coward- | 
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78 my Iss Fave 
gled bodies, mingling with the aſtending 


fouls,” render'd them a delightful ſacrifice: 
It was I, HEROD, who prompted thee 
to perform this exploit. Let not any in- 
ferior ſpirit claim this honour : an ho- 


nour which J maintain is due to me alone. 
Let therefore that vain boaſter, who 


here; in Hell, would deprive me of this 


glory, be fitent. On the death of H- 
Kop the child was brought back from 
Egypt. His early years he paſs'd in the 


lap of his fond mother, and amidſt her 


embraces remain'd unknown. Afterwards 
no blaze of juvenile fire, no impulſe of 
noble valour prompted him to exert his 
courage, and render himſelf famous. He 


retired to the lonely deſerts, and the drea- 


ry wilds, where he poſſibly might lay the 
plan of what, in future times, may threa- 
ten our overthrow, and again call us to 
exert our courage, our utmoſt vigilence. 
I, indeed, imagine, that he was rather 
imploy'd in concerting ſome great project, 
than merely in viewing the fields, the 


4 


flowers, and the children, with which he 


8 
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was ſurrounded, or in ſervilely adoring 


the Being who made the worms of the 


duſt as well as him. At length he ſeem'd 
to aſſume a more diſtinguiſh*d character. 
One day, when bathing in the river Jor- 


dan, on him deſcended. the glory of Gop 
in effulgent ſplendor. This I myſelf be- 
held with theſe immortal eyes. Bright it 


flow'd, as when it iſſues from the throne 


of Heaven through long ranks of adoring 
Seraphs. But why it thus deſcended, 
whether in honour of the earth · born child, 


or to obſerve the watch we kept, is dif- 
ficult to tell. However, I inſtantly heard 


the rolling thunder bellow from the 


clouds, mix'd with theſe words; This is 


my beloved Son, in whom I am well 


pleas'd. Thus, to perplex my thoughts, 
EL oa, or ſome other of the heavenly 
hoſt, utter'd theſe words: It was ſurely 


not the voice of Gop, at leaſt far diffe- 


rent did it ſeem from that, in which he 


impos'd on us the irkſome taſk of paying ; 


homage to his favourite, the MxssfAk. 
Near J=$svs was a ſullen * who, 


4 


8 THE MESSIAH: Boo II 


like a ſavage, rov'd among the rocks of 
the wilderneſs ; and calling out to this pre- 
tended Saviour, ſaid, Behold the Las 
or Gop, which taketh away the ſins of 
the world. Hail thou who waſt before all 
worlds ! from thee we receive grace for 
grace. Gop gave the law by Moszs; 
but from the anointed of the Loxn come 
grace and truth. How lofty] how pro- 
phetie! Thus when dreamers praiſe each 
other, they wrap themſelves in a ſacred 
obſcurity; and then we, O ye immortal 
gods ! are thought much too mean to. be 
able to draw aſide the fraudful veil. ? Tis 
true, the earth-born, of whom the pro- 
phet ſpeaks in ſuch, lofty ſtrains, hath al- 

ready wak'd the dead; his mighty power, 

remember it, ye princes of Hell, has call'd 
ts life thoſe, who, fainting under their 


pains, have been laid in their tombs 
ſoon he is to raiſe the whole human race 
from Sin and Death: from Sin, who 
charms every heart, and reigns with ſuch 
deſpotic ſway : from Death, the offspring 


# 
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ſo oſten laid in the duſt the whole creation 


of Gop. Ve ſouls who; ſince the for- 
mation of the earth, I have gather'd 


round me, eee as the waves of 


the ocean, or as the glittering ſtars: ye. 


who W Jn eternal night, —who, in | 
that night, are tortur*d'by penal fire; in 


that fire by deſpair ; — and in that deſpair 


by me; will then be as free from death, 
as the band of the adoring worſhippers. We, 
it ſeems, are at length to degenerate, 


and crouching low, to lie proſtrate before 
him. Thus what Gop's mighty Thun- 


derer was unable to accompliſh, this 


Dreamer is to produce. Preſumptuous 


boaſter! firſt deliver thyſelf, and then 


awake the dead. Thee will I lay pale and 


disfigur'd in the duſt. Then to the eyes 
which ſee not, and which are clouded in 
perpetual darkneſs, will T ſay, Ah ſee, the 
dead awake! Then to the ears which 


hear not, and from which an eternal in- 
ſenſibility ſhall exelude all ſounds, wilb I 


| ay,” Hark the fields reſound with the 
Fr 


ver them: though at my nod he bas 
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call, Awake ye dead] And W 
that has juſt taken its flight, and perhaps 
directs its courſe to Hell, will I call with 
the voice of a tempeſt, Make haſte, thou 
who haſt conquer'd death haſte to begin 
thy triumph! For thee a pompous entry 
is prepar'd the gates of Hell open to in- 
vite thee in. The deep abyſs reſounds 
with ſhouts of joy — Thee, the gods, and 
the ſouls of thy fellow: Gn greet in 
triumphant ſongs. Thus in ſportive 
ſtrains he rav d: then , boaſting $ 
My great reſolutions ſhall be executed, 
unleſs Gon draws up to Heaven the leſ- 
ſening earth, and with it the whole hu- 
man race. — This Sa vioux ſhall die !— 
he ſhall die! Thus ſhall I be both the 455 
ther and protector of Death, and live un- 
conquer'd through the ages of eternity— 
He ſhall die !—Soon will I, before the - 
face of the ETERNAL, ſcatter his moul- 
dering clay i in the way to Hell ! Thies.ye. 
gods | is my reſolution. 
Thus, in a voice hoarſe and 113 


ſpoke the ar ch · apoſtate. The great Mxs- 
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_ STAH was Rill among the lonely ſepulchres, 
vrhen the breath with which the blaſ- 
phemer ended his impious ſpeech, brought 
to the holy Jxsus a fluttering; leaf, on 
which hung a dying worm. The meek 
and humble Saviour gave it life; but at 
the ſame inſtant, horrors unutterable en- 
ter'd the boſom of the proud boaſter. 


Behind the ſtep of the high rais'd throne 


from which he vented his blaſphemies, Hell: 


ſunk, and before it, Sa r AN; from the ter- 


rors that ſeiz d his mind, appear d wrapp'd 


in the darkeſt gloom of night, while all 


the inhabitants of the dreadful abyſs p 
| bim with motionleſs amazement. 


At thè lower part of the -thoywe: far D 


ABBA DONNA in deep dejection, ruminating, 
with un err on FO paſt ah hey 


20 om dp | be nes nab aig? 
and fad diſmay, he beheld tortures àecu- 


mulated on tortures, extending into eters! 


nity. He then look'd back to thoſe happy 
times when he himſelf was a bright ſeraph, 
and the friend of the exalted Av8bieny! 


' 


wy 


3 on a dhe _ of 3 en bravelyx 
vindicated the cauſe; of Gon, and haying 
zealouſly contended, for the truth bee h 


the apoſtate legions, return'd to his Crea- 
tor alone and invincible. ABBADONA- 


was near eſcaping with that heroic e 
but being ſurrounded by the rapid char 
of SATAN, and the bright bands of — 
Who fell from their allegiance, he drew: 
back, and though ABDIEL, with looks of 
menacing love, chid his delay, and ſtrove 
to haſten his eſcape from thoſe reprobate 
bands, inebriated. and dazzled with the de- 
luſive proſpect of his future godbead, he 
no langer attended to the once powerful 
eye of his friend, but ſuffer'd. himſelf to be 
carry*d in triumph to Sa r Ax. Now la- 
menting in penſive ſilence, he revolves the 
hiſtory of his once ſpotleſs innocence, and 
the fair morning of his days, when be 
came pure and happy out of the hand of his 
CREATOR. At once the ALMIGHTY 
SOURCE, of GoopnEss form'd him and 
ABDIEI, when fill'd with inborn, zapturs 


they. thus Addreſs d each other; Ah 
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teous form, what are we? Where, my 
beloved, didſt thou firſt ſee me? How 
long haſt thou—how long have I exiſted? 
Come, oh come, my divine friend, em- 
brace me Admit me into thy boſom 
Let me learn thy thoughts. In the 
mean time came the glory of Gon, ſhining 
from afar with ineffable ſplendor, fraught 
with benediction. They look'd around 
and beheld an innumerable hoſt of new im- 
mortals. A ſilver cloud then gently rais'd 
them to the ETERNATI. They ſaw their 
Creator: they call'd him their Father, 


and, enraptur'd, ador'd him as the 8 | 


of their happineſs.” 

_ _ - ABBADONA, tortur'@by theſe houphts, 
| ſhed a torrent of tears, and now reſoly'd 
to oppoſe: the blaſphemous ſpeech of SA 
TAN, which had fill'd him with horror. 
| He thrice attempted" to ſpeak; but his ſighs 
ſtopt his utterance. Thus, when in a 
bloody battle two brothers are mortally 
wounded by each other's hand, at laſt, each 
to the other being mutually known, they 
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fare. of this aſſembly, I will not refrain 5 
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of their hearts, and ſighs any Rata 
from their dying lips. At wee er 
box thus broke ſilence: [gon 

Though I incur the everiafiing by lean 


from ſpeaking. — Yes, SaTany Iwill 
ſpeak, - that the heavy judgments of the 
ETERNAL: may more lightly fall on me 


than on thee. O thou ſeducer, ho I 


now hate thee ! This eſſence, this immor- 


tal ſpirit, which thou haſt ſnatch'd from 


its CREATOR, he will perpetually require 
of thee He will require of thee this whole 


aſſembly of immortal ſpirits, by thee in- 
volv'd in ruin. Thou execrable deciver, 
with thee I renounce all connection. 


How vainly doſt thou boaſt of the morta- 55 


lity of man, which Gon himſelf; hag ap- 


pointed, and which thou canſt not prevent! 


Idiſelaim thine impotent project of put- 
ting to death the divine MEssrAH. Againſt 


whom, O ſpirit accurs'd ! doſt thou rave? 
It is againſt him whom thou art forc'd- to 


confeſs is more mighty than thyſelf? Has | 


not his irreſiſtable thunder ſufficiently: diſ- 
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figur' d thine audacious front? Or cannot 
the almighty FAHRER deſend him againſt 


thoſe, by whoſe deluſions. man became 
ſubject to death? Alas! in that crime I - 
was an accomplice! But mad with rage 
ſhall we put to death the great MxSssIAH, 


and thus perpetually ſhut againſt us - us 
once ſo many pure and happy: ſpirits,” the 
entrance to future deliverance; or at leaſt 
prevent ſome little alleviation of our tor- 
ment. O SAT AN] as we all felt encreaſ- 
ing pain, when thou gaveſt the name of 
thy kingdom to theſe. manſions of night 
and horrid damnation, ſo inſſead of tri- 


umph ſhall thou return with ſname, from 


thine audacious attempt n G Gop and 
bis Mes8an't ! we HH” 


SATAN heard him vin ade rage, ; 


and inſtantly, from the toꝑ of his throne, 
attempted to hurl at his devoted head one 
of the enormous rocks; but his deſtructive 
right hand dropp'd, ſhrivellꝰd and void of 
ſtrength. Then ſtamping with impotent 
fury, three times his diſappointed malice 


thook his whole e chreeztimes he caſt 


- 
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lock of indignant fury at ABBapona;. 


While his: ſtruggling paſſions ſtopp'd his 
voice. ABBA DON , with an: afflicted: 


eountenance, ſtill ſtood before him firm 
and intrepid. Now ſpoke ADRAMELECH, 
the foe of Gon, per een of 
ern... l 1 
Thou baſe and abject e _ he, I 
will ſpeak to thee in dark ſtorms, and will 
anſwer thee in a tempeſt. 'Dareſt thou 
preſume to revile the gods? Dare one of 
tke moſt groveling ſpirits of Hell to riſe 
up againſt SzTAN and me? If thou art 
tortur'd, thou ſlave, it is by thine own 
thoughts. Fly, thou puſilanimous ſpirit, 
out of our dominions, the abode of kings 
Fly into the wide abyſs of ſpace, and 
| there importune thy Gop to erect for thee 
a kingdom of new tortures, in which thou 
mayſt live forever. But thou hadſt rather 
periſh —periſh then, humbly adoring the 
object of thy terror. Come, thou who in 
the midſt of Heaven kneweſt thy divine 
eſſence, and boldly attemptedſt to dethrone 
the ALMIGHTY, the future Creator of 
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ſhew theſe. contemptible ſpirits the terrors 
of our arm, by enterpriaes that, like” n 
ſtorm, ſhall at once depreſs" and blind 


them. Come, ye mazes of impenetrable 


guile, big with. ruin, deſtruction and death. 
It is determin'd that this Saviour ſhall 


die: he ſhall not even ſave himſelf, There 


is no way for his eſcape ; nor ſhall any 
guide deliver him from the labyrinth into 
which he ſhall enter. But ſhould he even 
elude our ſtratagems; ſhouldſt thouy who 
 dwelleſt on high, enable him to eſcape, by 

enduing him with the ſagacity of 2 god, 
yet fiery tempeſts, the agents of our wrath, 


ſhall, ſoan take him from our ſight tem- 


peſts. like that with which we formerly at- 


tack*d- the happy Jos, the favourite of 


| Heaven. 7 EFl—fly from us thou earth, 


Ve come 2 thee arm'd with all the 


powers of Death and Hell. Woe to him 
who, in our 3 ſhall dare to oppoſe us. 
Thus ſpake ADRAMELECH'3/ and now 
the - whole: afſembly with unanimous tu- 


mult faded with 8a v AN. The ſtamping of 


innumerable worlds Come, we will ſuon 


7 * 
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their mighty feet ſurpaſs d the noiſe of fal. 
ling rocks, and ſhook the deep | prof, ound. | 
Inflated. with their future triumphs, the 
hoarſe roar of applauding voices, reach'd 
the utmoſt; confines of the dreary regions, 
all approving the infernal reſolution of 
llaying the bleſſed J=svs.: though an act 
like this, Time, ſince. he firſt began his 
courſe, had never ſeen. Its curs'd inven- 


tors, SATAN: and ADRAMELECH, with 


reſolutions fell and malignant, | deſcended 


from their throne 3! the ſteps, like brazen 


mountains, reſounded under their feet, 
and the bellowing cry of war and victory 


accompany id them to the gate of Hell. 
ABBA DONA, who alone had remain'd 


unmov'd, follow'd at a diſtance, eithe 


ſtill to perſuade them from engaging in the 


dire attempt, or to | behold! the conſe- 


quences of the dreadful deed. Now, with 
ſteps dilatory and flow, he drew near to the 


angels who. guarded the gate. But bew 


was be confounded, when he ſaw there 


the invincible. Anbr EL! ſighing, he held 
down his head and thought of retiring 


Book HII. THE MESSEAH. 
then reſolv d to advance; — R 
and fill'd with perturbation, 1 
yy into the immenſe abyſs of ſpace; bu 
inſtantly eollecting himſelf, he mov'd — 
wards the ſeraph. © His beating heart ſpoke 
the terror of his mind: diſtreſsful tears; 
ſuch as fallen angels weep, fell from his 
eyes: deep ſighs burſt from his agonizing. 
breaſt, and a continual tremor, never felt 
by mortals, ſhook his whole frame. A- 
DIEL, with an open tranquil eye, flood 
in fix d attention, "gazing up the bright 
ſtream of light, and with ſweet ferenity 
was viewing the diſtant worlds, form'd by 
the great CREATOR, to whom he had 
ever remainꝰd faithful. He ſaw not An- 
BA DONNA. As the ſun on his natal day 
pour'd his reſplendent beams on the new- 
created earth, ſo ſhone the bright Seraph 3 _ 
but the afflicted ABBA DON felt no genial 
influences from his refulgent rays. Sigh- 
ing, he ery'd to himſelf in plaintive voice, 
ABDIEL, my brother! wilt thou, forever 
ſhun me ? Wilt thou forever leave me? 
forever leave me in ſolitude, far from 
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thee ?—Oh grant me thy pity, thou child 
of light! — Wilt thou not, ABDIEL, 
mourn for me ?—Ah, he no longer loves 
me !—he will forever ceaſe to love me! 
Wither, ye ever verdant bowers, under 
which, in high rais'd rapture and ſweet 
delight, we talk'd of Gop, and the ten- 


der charms of friendſhip ! Ceaſe to flow, 
ye celeſtial ſtreams, where we mingled the 


ſweet embrace, and with unpolluted lips 
ſung the praiſes. of the ETERNAL—AB- 
DIEL, my brother, is forever dead to me 


Thou Hell, my dark abode, eternal Night, 


thou mother of torments, join my lamen- 
tation! When the terrors of Gop-nightly 
opprefs- me, may ſighs and bewailing 
groans deſcend from thy dreary mountains! 
"RL 10 ane, is eee, dead 
to me 

Thus ai he, to W | 


ing the. cryſtalline ſtream of flowing light 


that leads to the mundane ſyſtem. At 


firſt he was afraid of the brightneſs, and 
of the wing d lightning, wor hong: 


| 


; 


ſery, and confin'd to ſolitude, ages had 
paſs' d ſince he had ſeen the worlds. Now, 


ſtanding penſive, he ery'd, Bleſs'd en- 
trance ! oh that I might paſs thro? thee to 
thoſe innumerable places, where the CRx· 
ATOR, diſplays his power and grace, and 
never more tread the dark kingdom oi 


much more reſplendent was I than you, 


ye inanimate children of the CREATOR, 


when firſt, at his almighty voice, your 


v glorious. orbs began to roll [ Now, this 
gloomy manſion is my place of reſidence. 
IJ am an outcaft, an object of -abhorrence 


to the meaneſt ſpirits who maintain d their 
allegiance to the OMNITOT ENT! O 
thou Heaven, ſeat of pureſt bliſs, the ſight 
of thee fills me with remorſe.! In'thy bliſs- 


ful regions I became a ſinner - there I roſe 


up: againſt, the ALMIGHTY: Thou im- 
mortal Repoſe, once my ſweet aſſociate in 
the bleſs'd vale of peace, whither art thou 
fled? Alas ! thee I have forever loſt, and 


my Jop ſcarce permits to enjoy, in the 
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vaneing towards him. unmen d i mi- 
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midſt of my gloomy horrors, the admi- 
ration of his worlds, thoſe glorious ſtrue+ 
tures that diſplay his omnipotence and 


grace. . that I might, without ſhud- 
dering, preſume. to call him My CREa- 


Tonk | how willingly. would I reſign the 


tender, the indearing name of FATHER / 
how: chearfully forego: the noble privilege 
of the ſeraphim of being call'd his chil 
dren! O thou, who art my judge, dare I, 
abandon'd, implore thee to caſt on me one 
gracious look, while thus involy?d in guilt 
 —involv'din woe! Te dark thoughts, full 
of anguiſh, and thou wild deſpair, tyran- 
nic rage forever rage !—Miſerable that 
Jam! Oh that Iwere but blotted from the 
creation! — Curs'd be the day when the 
Cx EA TOR went forth in his glory, and 
call'd me into being Ves, curſed be thou, 
O day! when the new immortals ſaid, 
He alſo is cur brother; Eternity O Eter-, 
nity! thou mother of endleſs. torments l 
why didſt thou bring it forth? And if it 
muſt ſtill remain, wherefore is it not dark 
and horrid, like the eternal night When 
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the mighty Thunderer, borne on a tem- 
peſt; drove us through the void creation, 
laden with the anger and curſe of the O- 
NIPOT ENT — But. againſt whom, While 


doom'd to the horrid abyſs, dareſt thou, 


blaſ phemer, complain 1 — Fall on me, ye ; 


ſuns, hide me, ye ſtars, from the fierce 


eternal zuſtice, both as my Enemy and my 


O thou, who in thy judgments art ine 


orable, has eternity no hopes in ſtore for 


me? O divine Jup, CREATOR, moſt 
gracious FATHER I Alas]! again, I of. 
fend I blaſpheme the MosT HICH—IL 
call him by names not to be utter'd by 
ſuch an ingrate. Vet all this he once was 
to me He was once my moſt ACI 
FaTHER—he would have been ſo ſtill, 
had I, like  ABDIEL,- my deareſt friend, 
ſtood firm. — But I, alas! impious, un- 
, egen fly— but whither ſhall I ny 
Thus he ſpoke, and look'd, dejected, into 


the deep aby ſs. Then liſting up his eyes, 


glaring with wild deſpair, he reſum d:. 


— 
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O Gov, arm'd with deſtruction ! create 
a fire, —a devouring fire that will deſtroy 
the ſpirits which thou, 'without their con- 
ſent, haſt created immortal. In vain he 
- cald, no devouring flame appear'd : he 
then turn'd and fixing his looks on the 
worlds, flew-up, till ſpent with fatigue, he 
alighted on one of the moſt diſtant ſuns, 
whence he caſt his eyes on the abyſs be- 
neath, where ſtars innumerable ſeem'd to 
preſs on ſtars. A wandering comet ap- 
proach'd; already it ſmok'd, alteady its 
final period drew nigh. Upon it ABBA- 
DONA threw himſelf, that he might periſh 
with it: but ſtill ſurviving, he ſunk, op- 
preſs?d. with irremediable anguiſh; -as a 
mount, rais'd of the bones of thoſe who in 
former battles fell, when _— "_ _ 
quakes, ſlowly ſinkks. 
_ In the mean time woes and A | 
 MELECH approach'd the earth. They 
proceeded together, yet alone, each ſolely - 
taken up with his own infernal thoughts. | 
And now ADRAMELECH deſeries the 
earth involy'd in diſtant darkneſs; 
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Book II. THE MESSIAH. oh 
There, there it is, cry*d'he to himſelf, 
while thoughts crowded on thoughts, as the 
waves of the ocean, when thou, far diftant 
America,” waſt' divided from three worlds. 
Yes, there it is. There I, as ſoon as 1 
have got rid of Sa r Ax, or have obtain'd 
the glory of conquering him, ſhall ſole 
reign, as the author of evil. But why; 
earth! over thee alone? why not over 
thoſe ſtars, whoſe inhabitants have been 
already too long happy? your orbs ſhall 
for me perform their courſes. Ves, Death 
ſhall advance from ſtar to ſtar, and in fight 
of the ETERNAL, extend his dominion to 
the utmoſt confines of the wide creation 
Then ſhall I, not like SaT Ax, ſucceſſive- 
ly deſtroy only fingle individuals of ratio- 
nal beings, but ſweep away entire genera- 
tfons. Before me ſhall they lie grovelling 
on the earth, and writhing themſelves with 
torment, in excruciating agonies expire. 
Then will TI fit on this, on that, or the 
other ſtar triumphant, and, ſole monarch, 
caſt my glad eyes over my infinite do- 
main. Thou, Nature, whom T ſhall then 
Vor. I. | G | ; 


= 
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hav render'd the tomb of thy creatures, 
ſhall I delighted behold, while I, laughing, 
gaze on their corruption, in thy deep and 
endleſs grave. Even ſhould the ETERNAL. 
reſolve to form other rational beings out of 
the duſt of the tombs, I will bring them 
alſo to deſtruction. Thus ſhall my never- 
filing ſkill; and intrepidity carry ſeduction 
and death from one ftar to another. Then 
ſhall I a& like myſelf: and ſhould I be 
ſucceſsful in deſtroying ſpiritual beings, 
SATAN himſelf ſhall periſh, and his immor- | 
tal: eſſence evaporate like ſmoke, » Under 
him no great and worthy action ſhall I per- 
form. It is then determin'd. Spiritual 
' ſubſtances ſhall be reduc'd to nothing. I 
will deſtroy them or periſh : for that is 
better than to live and not reign. I will 
go and ſummon all my thoughts, which 
like ſo many gods, ſhall aſſemble in order 
to form ſchemes of deſtruction. This is 
the time for performing what has eternally 
been the ſubject of my ambition. Now 
Gp awakes, and if SATAN does not 
err, has ſent a SAviouk of mankind, who 
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is to diſpoſſeſs us of 2 kingdom we have” 
ſo nobly conquer d. He is not miſtaken; 
he who is called the M ssIARH, is the 
greateſt of all the prophets. Let 1 ſhall 
ſignalize myſelf by his overthrow, and all 
the afſembled' gods ſhall eſteem me moſt 
worthy of the infernal throne. Or, what 
is ſtill more ſuitable to my divinity, and 
more worthy of ſuch an immortal being, 
I will firſt deſtroy Sa TAN: a glorious ex- 
ploit that will put an end to my ſervitude! 
— He ſhall be ſubdu'd, and then ſhall 1 
reign ſupreme among the gods. What” 
a mighty affair doeſt thou, SATAN, make 
of killing only the body of the Saviour 
This then ſhall be thy taſx This I permit 
thee to accompliſh before thou thyſelf art 
deſtroy'd. I ſhall annihilate the ſoul : be 
it thy toilſome taſk to diſperſe the mortal 
duſt. 
Thus the proud boaſtful fiend malignant 
rav'd ; bewilder'd by his wiſhes in a maze 
of thought. The MosT Hicn, who ſees 
through the darkneſs of futurity, heard 
him in ſilence. ADRAMELECH loſt in 
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meditations deep, infenſibly wrapp'd hims- . 
ſelf inthe gathering clouds. — His wrinkled. 
front glow'd with rage and malice, and 
fury lower'd on his brow. , At length, at 
the approach of night, being rous'd by the 
noiſe made by the revolving earth, he again 
join'd SATAN, when both deſcending on 
the mount of Olives, they with impatient 
rage went in queſt of the MESSsSIARH, and 
his faithful followers. As two murderous 
chariots ruſh into a valley, againſt the 
tranquil general of an enemy's army ; and 
as from the lofty mountains are ſent 
the embattled warriors, who with harſh 
uproar ruſh over the rocks, and ſpread 
afar the noiſe and thunder of death, ſo 
ADRAMELECH and SATAN deſcended the 
mountain. | / 
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HE ARGUMENT.” 
The MEess1an ftill continues among the 
ſepulchres. Ezoa deſcends from Heae 
ven, and counts his tears. The ſouls. 
of the patriarchs ſend the ſeraph ZE- 
MIA, from the ſun, to obſerve the 
words and actions of JE sus, while the 
darkneſs of the night prevents their ſee- 
ing him. The MssrA fleeps for the 
laſt time, and while his diſciples ſeek 

him about the mount of Olives, their 
guardian angels give ZEMIA their ſeve- 
ral characters. SATAN appears in a 
dream to Jop As I8CARIOT in the form 
of his deceas'd father. The MESssIAH 
awaking, comes to his diſciples, and 
mentions their approaching flight. Ju- 
DAs, who had conceal'd himſelf, over- 
hears the MESsSTIAEH, and feels his mind 
diſtracted by contending paſſions. 
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ATL earth ! my native land, thee 
T reviſit : thou ſhalt lay me in thy 
cool boſom among thoſe who ſleep in 
So: thou ſhalt ſoftly cover theſe my 
bones. Yet let me hope firſt to conclude 
the facred ſong of heavenly love. Then 
theſe lips which ſung the gracious FrrtnD 
of man, then theſe eyes which he has oft 
fill'd with tears of joy ſhall be clos'd. Then 
my gentle friends, with frequent guſhing 
grief, ſhall encircle my grave with ever- 
verdant laurel, and the fpreading palm : 
that my new-rais'd form, awak'd from 
death, may riſe in heavenly ſplendor from 
the ſilent VS 4 


G 4 
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And thou harmonious muſe of Sion's 
hill, who haſt carry'd me to the gloomy 
regions of Hell, and fafe haſt brought me 
back, ſtill trembling : thou, who in the 
divine countenance haſt ſeen awful juſtice 
mix'd with radiant grace and love, pour 
on my enraptur*d foul celeſtial light, and 
teach her in lofty ſtrains to ling the great 
REDEEMER. | 
__Fesvs ſtill remain'd with Joan: at the 
. recepticles of the dead, among the ſcatter d 
bones of human bodies, and ſurrounded by 
nocturnal darkneſs. He ſat meditating on 
himſelf, the Son of the ELERNAL Fa- 
THER, facrific'd for man. Before himpaſs'd 
in horrid form a numerous train of ſins, 
thoſe which ſince the creation had receiv*d 
their birth from the children of Apam 
follow'd in awful pomp by thoſe poſterity 
ſhall ſtill produce; an innumerable hoſt, 
flying from the face of Gop, in the midſt 
of whom was SATAN their chief and fa- 
ther, driving ſinners from the ſacred throne, 
and gathering them round himſelf, Thus 
the northern whirlpool, ever open to de- 
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ſtruction, in circling eddies ingulphs the li- 
quid plain, drawing into its deep abyſs un- 
wary mariners. IE sus beheld the black 
aſſembly in their native forms moſt hideous, 
not as when painted by the. paſſions, they 
appear to man in the garb of laviſh luxury 
and proud ambition, or as when to the 
laſcivious eye they ſeem dreſs'd in ſmiles . 
and wanton blandiſhments. The holy Sa- 
vou then look'd up to Gop. The Fa- 
THER with awful countenance, alſo re- 
garded him; but though the tremendous 
ſentence was ſlowly breaking forth, grace 
inexpreſſible beam'd from his face. The 
ſeraphs ſay, the FaTHER then ſilentdropp'd 
the ſecond tear: the firſt fell with Apam's 
curſe. While thus each the other view'd, 
all nature bow'd before them; full of awe 
and expectation, the world ſtood ſtill, the 
ſtars ſtop'd their courſes, and night gaz d 
with all her eyes. The contemplating che- 
rub in a calm cloud paſs'd by. The ſe- 
raph ELoa alſo riding in celeſtial vapours 


came down to earth, and having counted 


the tears of love, by the REDEEMER ſhed 
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ſhed for man, reaſcended tewards the hea- 
venly plains. Jonn beheld him riſe ; for 
Tes$vs had open'd his eyes, and enabled 
him to perceive the ſeraph. He ſaw him, 
and ſtood ama d. Then with ardour 
' embrac'd the Men1aroR, and, ſighing, 
call'd him his Saviour and his LoRp! 
| enraptur d he thus call'd him, and fill'd 
with joys inexpreſlible, continu's the fweet 
embrace. 

Meanwhile the eleven, * had TO | 
been depriv'd of the ſight of Jesus, wan- 
der'd ſorrowful at the foot of the mount 
of Olives, ſeeking him amidſt the darkneſs 
of the night: one alone excepted, who no 
longer paid the ſame honour, or felt the 
ſame tender regard for the Meg ss1AH, as 
the others. Though fill'd with innocence 
and unſpotted truth, they knew not the 
purity and ſublime nature of their own 
ſouls: but they were better known to 
Gop. He had given them minds fit for 
receiving divine illuminations. Even he, 
who prov'd himſelf unworthy of the celeſ- 
tial. call; might alſo have receiv'd heavenly 
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Boox III. THE MESSTAH. 10% 
revelations, had he not afterwards impiouſly 
betray' d the bleſſed Saviour. For be- 
fore the ſouls of the apoſtles dwelt in ta- 
bernacles of clay, golden thrones were pres 
par'd for them in Heaven, by thoſe of the 
four and twenty elders. Vet one of theſe 
had been cover'd with clouds, they, how- 
ever, ſoon difpers'd, and the bright throne 
again diffus'd effulgent ſplendor. ELoa 
then came forth, and with a loud voice 
ſaid, This is taken from him, and given 
to one more worthy. t 

Fheir guardian ſpirits, rite angels of 
the earth under the inſpection of G- 
BRIEL, now aſcended to the ſummit of 
the mountain, and with tender compla- 
cency, ſtood unſeen, viewing thofe com- 
mitted to their charge, while they, with 
eyes fill'd with anxious tears, carefully 
ſought the divine MxprArOoR. Inftantly 
ZEMIA, an agil ſpirit, one of the four 
next in authority to URIEL, deſcended 
from the throne, and thus ſpoke. 25 

Tell me, ye celeſtial friends, where is 
the great Megvs1an ? ſent by the ſouls of 
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the fathers, I ſhall with awful ſilence . ac 
company his ſteps, and with admiration 
obſerve all his words and actions. No holy 
expreſſion, no ſigh of compaſſion, will 1 
ſuffer to eſcape unobſerved: no look beam- 
ing comfort, no tear of ſoſt commiſeration, 
ſhall appear in his eye, unnotic'd. O 
earth ! too ſoon doſt thou withdraw from 
the view of thine ancient inhabitants, thy 
fields moſt lovely, where walks the glo- 
rious PRINCE OF PEACE veil'd in huma- 
nity. Too ſoon doſt thou fly the day and 
URiEL's face, while the ſun reluQant 
lights the other hemiſphere. There no 
riſing hill, no lowly vale, gives delight; 
for there the Sa vioux is not ſeen. 
Ox10N, the ſeraph, Simon's guardian 
angel, then reply'd, Below among . the 
melancholy ſepulchres hewn deep. in the 
rocks, near the foot of this mountain, 
Rands the great MEssTAEH rapt in medita- 
tion. ZEMIA beheld him, and remain'd © 
in filent extaſy. He ſtill ſtood enraptur'd, 
while on their ſwift wings two fleeting hours 
paſs'd over his head. Two hours ſince the 


-- 
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calm ſilence of the night began. Then the 
laſt balmy ſleep deſcended on the eye of the 
 MxnpiarToR; for ſacred repoſe, iſſuing 
from the divine ſanctuary, was ſent by the 


almighty FATHER' in a gentle breeze. 


JIxsus ſlept. ZEMIA: then turning, en- 


ter'd into the midſt of the ſpiritual aſſem- 
bly, and in the voice of —— thus 


ſpake: 


Tell me, ye . friends; — are 


thoſe I ſee roaming on the mountain de- 
jected and forlorn? Over their faces ho- 
vers ſympathizing grief, ever © graceful, 
when, as here, there appears a noble mind. 
They, perhaps, lament ſome dear departed 


friend, virtuous like themſelves. Theſe, 
O ZRMIA ] Orton reply'd, are the holy 


twelve, whom the MESSTIAH choſe for his 
diſciples. Happy are we in being ſelected 


their guardians and friends. Thus we con- 


tinually behold their divine Maſter, and 
hear, how he, with ſweeteſt lips of ſacred 
love, opens to them his heart: how he 
diſpenſes his inſtructions : how in ſublimeſt 
converſe, he introduces them to the know- 
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ro THE MESSIAH. Boos I. 
ledge of celeſtial myfteries, or in parables 
ſhews thee, immortal Virtue, in all thy 
native luſtre. Thus imprefling his image 
on their hearts, he forms them for the glo- 
-rious employment of leading man to the 
bright regions of immortality. Oh how 
much do we learn from his inſtructions! 
how vigilant are we render'd by his bright 
example! and how are we allur'd to ae- 
company him in fervent adoration of the 
SOURCE of all good, the ſupreme Fa- 
THER of angels and of men! O Zea ! 
wert thou but daily to behold him—wert 
thou but witneſs to his divine friendſhip, 
his humility, his exalted piety, thine heart 


would overflow with ſilent rapture. De- 


lightful is it alſo to the immortals to hear 
his diſciples converſe of him, like us, in af. 
fectionate effuſions of love. Often, O my 
friend! have I ſaid to thefe my compa- 
panions, and I again repeat it, that I have 
frequently wiſh'd to be of Apam's race, 
and to live with man in a ſtate of morta- 
lity, if mortality can be without fin, Per- 
haps I might then more truly honour the 
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MxssrAaH : perhaps I ſhould feet a more 

ardent affection for my brother, born of 

he ſame fleſh and blood. With what rap- 
ture might I then deliver up my life for - 
him who had dy'd for me] While ſtain'd 
with my warm innocent blood I would - 
praiſe him; and then my faint ſighs, my 
dying accents, would ſound in the ears of 
the Mos r Hic, with no leſs harmony, 

than the lofty ſtrains of ELoa, when he 
ſtands before the throne. Then, Zzmra, 
thou, or one of theſe my friends, would, 
with inviſible hand, n cloſe my eye- 
lids, and conduct my departed ſoul to . 
ETERNAL KI O. 

Greatly, O gentle ſeraph ! reply*d- Ar- 
MTA, am I mov'd by thy words. How 
haſt thou incited me to join in thy wiſh to 
be the brother of man ! Thoſe I there be- 

hold are then the holy twelve, the Mrs- 
' $IAH's choſen friends. An honour which 
a ſeraph might well wiſh to obtain, by 
becoming mortal. I ſalute you, his dif- 
_ ciples: ye are worthy of immortality. You 
the REDEEMER loves as brethren. Ye | 


ſhall ſit with your Loxp on golden thrones 
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to judge the world. O ye ſeraphim II p 
would hear the names already recorded in 


the book of life. Say firſt, who is he that 


with'quick eye looks around; and now per 
netrates the thick grove, perhaps with im- 


patient eagerneſs looking for Ixsus? In 


his countenance: methinks I ſee the traces 


of a bold and determin'd mind. Tell me 


the thoughts and emotipns of an heart that 
ſeems 0064; ee of the ſtrong nn 
| ger e * 
This, rephyid the fad e 
Son PETER, one of the greateſt of the 
diſciples. Me has the REDEEMER choſen 


his guardian angel. Thau, O ZzuflaA! 


haſt judg*d rightiy: he is all that thou 


ſayſt. Shouldſt thou ſee him when full of 
fervour, he is liſtening to the voice of his 
gracious Maſter; or when abſent from 


him, and no longer under his eye; or 
when ſleeping, he, in his dreams, beholds 
his SaviouR; thou, O ſeraph ! wouldſt 
admire the ſenſibility of his heart, and 
- think it ſtill more divine, Lately Ix sue 
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aſking his diſciples, whom they thought 
him, PETER anſwer'd, with tears of joy, 
Thou art CHRISH, the Son of the living 
| Gop., But, O that I had not heard the 


Mess1an ſay to PE YER, Thou wilt deny 


me thrice! how dreadful the prediction! 
Ah Simon, my brother ! didſt thou hear 
him, and if thou didſt, what —oh what 
were the thoughts of thine heart? - boldly 
didſt thou reply, I will never deny thee— 
thee my REDEEMER and my Lox D. Yet 
 Jesvs again repeated the dreadful words. 
Oh didſt thou but know how this fills me 
with ſoft compaſſion, thou wouldſt indeed, 
as thou haſt ſaid, rather die than deny thy 
kind and gracious'LorD. ''Thou'knoweſt 
how Jxsus loves thee. For then didſt 
thou obſerve, that while he thus ſpake, he 
" beheld thee with eyes. full of divine ſym- 
pathy and grace. Fain, O' PETER I would 
I hope, that n wilt not W _ 1 
Loan... 

Tb Groply ZEMIA how king with dap 
concern, and reply*d, Is it poſſible that he 
ſhould be fo void of gratitude and love, as 
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to diſown his Savrour, his faithful, his 
divine Friend ! what honeſty and truth ſhine 
in his face] But who is he, on whoſe open 
countenance is painted a glow of virtue and 
à deteſtation of vice, inexorable to the ſla- 
viſh ſinner who knows not Gon? is he 
not PRT ERR's friend ? how cloſely he at- 
'tends him ! he converſes with him, with 
all the familiarity of fraternal affection. 

- Siena, his guardian angel, anſwered, 
Right, O ſeraph l is thy conjecture. That 
is AxDpREwWw, PETER's brother. They 
grew up together from tender infancy, un- 
der my care and that of Orton. ' Often 


have I, when his fond mother was affectio- 


nately embracing my infant charge, mould- 
ed his heart, to render it capable of receiv- 
ing the perfect love he was afterwards. to 
feel for the Mssi An. When Jxsus ſaw 
Him as he ſtood by Jordan's ſilver ſtream, 
| the was one of the diſciples of Joun, and 

Mill in his retentive ear reſounded the words 
of that holy prophet concerning the M- 

"DIATOR, whoſe coming was at hand. Je» 
eus, with a look of benignity, call'd him. 
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I was preſent. I beheld a divine fire per- 
voade his breaſt; he felt the heavenly im- 
pulſe flaſh upon his ſoul; and Anne 
to his SA VIU ům .. 15 
No ſpake LinAwIEI, Partae'sctath= 
lar angel, and ſaid, He, O ZMA, whom 
thou ſeeſt fill'd with. ſocial friendſhip for 
thoſe two brothers, is PHIL. A ſmile 
of benevolence adorns his placid counte- 
nance, and the invariable deſine of loving 
as brethren, all whom the Mosr Hron 
created in his on image, is the ruling 
paſſion: of his gadlike mind. The great 
"CREA For has alſo: tipt his tongue with 
awid-' perſuaſive: . ecloguence. As at the 
mon, and odours: breathe from the ſpread- 
ing olive, fo ſweet diſcourſe ph parng 
wm lips of PIII. 
gut who, ſaid ZEKMIA, filing, Side 
that with flow' Rep walks among the ce- 
dars? on his face glows: a noble defire of 
fame. Behold, he appears like one of thoſe 
immortal ſons of Sion, who conſeerate their 
ſacred works to poſterity, and live in fame 
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from generation to generation. Their 
glory unconfin'd, becomes boundleſs and 
eternal; it ſometimes paſſes from ſtar to 
ſtar; and when they, enraptur d, compoſe 
+ bymns of Gop and his Me ss1an; we, O 
ye ſeraphs! aid the aſpiring erg and 
Gag them in the Heavens. 
That, ſaid the ſeraph Apo, is Thin MES 
En of ZE BED EEB. His noble ambition 
is ſolely directed to divine objects. His 
grand purſuit, to be glorify'd before the 
- whole human race, at the great and ſolemn 
day, when the Lord or LiF E ſhall awake 
the dead, and paſs ſentence on the ſons of 
man. To his exalted ſoul, leſs horiour 
would be ignominy. On his ſeeing the Sa- 
- VIOUR, in a rapture of joy he ran to meet 
him; as if already triumphant, he flew to 
behold him ſeated on his exalted throne. I 
ſaw him when on Tabor's hallow'd mount, 
Moss and ELIAS, ſent of Gop, appear'd 
to the MESSIAH. Lo, bright and glow- 
ing clouds encompaſs'd and overſhadoẽwd 
them. J=sus was transfigur*d: his face ſhone 
more bright then the ſun in its meridian 
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luſtre: he was array'd in ſilver light. As 
in the holy of holies AARON the high prieſt 
haſted to the glory of Gon, to the ark 
of the covenant, and to the mercy. ſeat, 
ſo, enraptur'd by the honour of beholding 
this pomp. of celeſtial ſplendor, James. 
flew to admire and contemplate the glori- 
ous appearance. He of all the holy twelve, 
is to be the firſt martyr. Thus ſay the 
tables of preſcience. He, is thereſore ſoon 
to enter triumphant on the ample theatre of 
the eternal ſtate, and to quench the deſires 
of his longing ſoul, in the unutterable de- 
lights of never ceaſing felicitys ,, "= 

SIMON the Canaanite, whom thou Fon 
holdeſt ſitting, ſaid ME61DDoON, his tute- 
lar angel, was once a devout ſhepherd. 
whom IEsus call'd from the field. His 
innocent and peaceful life, with his 
meekneſs and ſimplicity of manners, has 
gain'd the heart of his Loxp. Jzsvs com- 
ing to him on a journey, he, with hoſpi- 
table ſpeed, kill'd a/young lamb, and with 
aſſiduous care attended the welcome gueſt, 
tranſported with the honour of. entertain» 
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ing in his low cottage the Prophet of GO. 
Not leſs grateful was his repaſt to the 
Mess1an, than that he and the two an- 
gels receivd from ABRAHAM in the xn tf 
of Mamre. Come, O Stmon'!—come, 
and follow. me, ſaid he, withibenignity in 
his look follow me, and leave thy flocks 
to thy companions. I am he, of whom 
thou, when a youth, heardſt the ſong of 
the heavenly hoſt by Bethlehem's r 
ſtream. | 
There is my beloved: hats; ſaid Abe 
RAM, the ſeraph. Behold James the 
ſon of AlPpHEUS. That grave and awful 
countenance is expreſſive of the modeſt 
virtue which conſiſts not in words, but in 
practice. While conſcious that he was 
known to Gop, though ſenſible that he 
ſhould be diſregarded by man; forgotten 
by poſterity, and overlook'd by us, his 
celeſtial friends, he would ſtill perſevere in 
his exalted piety and ſteady virtue. | 
_ 'UnBRIEL then ſtood forth, and ftretch- 
ing out his hand to ZEMIA, faid, He 
whom thou ſeeſt muſing in the depths of 
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that tall grove, is THOMAS, a zealous 
diſciple. His mind is continually rapt in 
meditation, thoughts frequently produce 
thoughts without end, and extend before 
him, like a boundleſs ſea, He was once 
almoſt loſt in the dark ſyſtem of Sadducean 
dreams: but was ſav'd by the mighty mi- 
racles of the MzssIAH. Then leaving 
the mazy labyrinths of entangling error, 
he came to Jesus. Yet ſtill, hard of con- 
viction, he would fill me with ſolicitude, 
did I not know that with his active mind. 
he has ſincerity of heart, and an ardent: 
love of virtue. | 4. 
Vonder, faid the ſeraph BIT DAT, is 
MaTTHEwW, who was educated in the 
ſoft luxurious lap of pleaſure. His wealthy 
parents accuſtom'd him to the ſordid em- 
ployments of thoſe who, unmindful of 
their immortal ſouls, are as inſatiably bent 
on accumulating ſhining oar, as if they 
were to live eternally on this heavy globe: 
but on his ſeeing the bleſſed Jesvs,. the 
hidden powers of his mind-expanded : at 
2 nod from CyRIsT he. follow'd him, 
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leaving his employment, which had preſs'd 


him down to the earth, to the groveling 
ſouls who have no taſte for the more ſub- 
ſtantial treaſures of heavenly wiſdom. Thus 
a brave hero, when call'd to hazard his life 
for his country, breaks from the charms of 
ſome fair princeſs. He enters the field. 
There the Mos r Hicn array'd in juſtice, 


guides the battle, and directs the hand of 


death. The great commander, rather 
call'd by the voice of injur'd Innocence, 
than the trump of Fame, ſhall receive the 
joyful acclamations of thoſe he has deli- 
liver'd ; for juſt is his war, and if in the 
midit of laughter, he remembers that 'he 
himſelf is a man, we will chant his name.. 
before the ETERNAL. * 
Stora, the ſeraph, then ſaid, that amis. 
able old man with ſilver locks, is BAR T HO- 
LOMEwW. He is under my care. Obſerve 
his devout and engaging countenance. 
There ſacred virtue delights to dwell. By 
his practice its ſeverities willbe render'd more 
amiable and acceptable to mortals. Thou, 
O BARTHOLOMEW! ſhall gather many 
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to JesUs.: They ſhall ſee thy glorious 


end, and be ſtruck with thy fortitude, 
when thou, in theſweat ofdeath, ſhalt ſmile 
on thy murderers, and on thy brethren, 

with the tranquility of a ſeraph. Then, 
pye celeſtial friends, you will join with me, 


in wiping the blood from his face, that all 


may behold his triumph over death, and, 


fill'd with admiration, turn to the LR op. 


That meek and humble diſciple, ſaid 
ELIu, is my LEBBEUs. Few have ſuch 
tenderneſs and ſenſibility. When TI call'd 
his immortal ſpirit from thoſe regions, 

where ſouls reſide before their union with 
the body. I found it by a ftream which, 
murmuring like the diſtant ſound of Reks 
and plaintive moans, creeps along the vale. 
There, as angels relate, ABBADona la- 
mented as he return'd from Eden, after 
ſeeing the mother of mankind, who had 
loſt her ſpotleſs innocence. We alſo well 
know, that there the ſeraphs oft bewail 
the ſouls intruſted to their care, when after 
adorning their juvenile years with fair reli- 
gion, and ſanctity of manners, they un- 
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happily! blaſt their blooming viewed; and 


deſpiſing the nobler pleaſures which Heaven 
approves, become infatuated with the falſe, 
theſhadowyallurements of vice. Alas! how 


dreadful will be their fate]! the angels la- 
ment their fall with fighs of pity, and ſhed 


tears; ſuch as cannot fall from the eyes of 
mortals. There I found the ſoul of my 
dear LE RRB EVS, ſhrouded in tranquil clouds, 


and liſtening with faint perception, to the 


ſound of penſive murmurs. Theſe, where 
the ſtronger feelings of the ſenſes prevail, 
are diſregarded. Vet when his ſoul, clothd 
with light, enter'd the body, a flight per- 
ception of the melancholy murmurs till 
remain'd, ſufficient to impreſs the mind in 
its firſt formation. Soft in the boſom of a 


fleecy cloud, I gently convey'd the unim- 
body'd ſpirit to the dwellings of mortals. 
At length his mother brought him forth in 


a grove of palms. I deſcended inviſible 


from the top of the ruſtling branches, and 


coob'd the infant with refreſhing breezes : 
but even then at the gloomy ſenſation that 


he was born to die, the number of his tears 


Boox III. THE MESSIAH. 123 


exceeded that of other mortals.” He paſs'd 
his youth in tender ſorrow, weeping at 
thet tear ſhed by a friend, and ſympathizing 
in every woe of his fellow creatures; 
Thus, ſoft and compaſſionate, has he paſs'd 
his time with JESUS. How eam I griey'd 


for thee, O LeBBevs'! At the death of 


thy Loxp, thou, his devout diſciple, wilt 


ſink under the burthen of thy grief. Ah! 


ſupport him, thou gracious RRDERMER! 
ſtrengthen him in that hour, thou who 
pityeſt mankind! Behold with faltering 
ſtep he is wandering towards us in deep 
affliction. Here, ſeraph, of him thou wilt 
have a nearer view, and face to face ſee 
the ſofteſt and moſt tender ſoul. 

While ELIN was yet ſpeaking, Ltg- 
BEus ſilently join'd them. Quick the 
circle of aſſembled ſeraphs widen'd to ad- 
mit a mortal. So the vernal breezes move 
before Philomela's plaintive ſtrains. They 
now encompaſs him, and full of affectian, 


ſtand as man with man. LEBBEUS think< 


ing himſelf alone, and unobſerv'd, lift up 


; join'd hands, and with * of diſ- 
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124 THE MESSIAH. Book III. 
treſs, indulg'd the tranſports of his grief; 
crying, No where can I find him. Al- 
ready one diſmal day—already two tedious 
nights have fled, and we have not ſeen 
him! Ah, his, cruel. perſecutors have at 
length found and ſeiz d him ! I, forſaken, 
live, though JEsvs is dead! Thee have 
ſinners barbarouſly ſlain, and yet I did not 
ſee thee die! — Thine eyes with gentle 
hand I have not clos d! Say, ye cruel 

men! where did ye murder him? To 
what dreary deſart, to what barren wild, 
to what gloomy ſepulchre, did ye, inhu- 
man, drag him, to take away his life? 
Ah where, my divine friend, doſt thou 
lie? It is among the dead, pale and disfi- 
gur d! The tender grace, the heavenly 
ſmile of thy compaſſionate looks, theſe 
murderers have ſtolen! — Thy ſervants 
have not ſeen thee die! Oh that this 
heart this oppreſs d heart, might ceaſe to 
beat that my ſoul, form'd for anguiſh, 
might, like that duſky cloud, fly into the 

night of death, that I might there meet 
my Lon! Spent with watching, 1 will 


OL 
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lie down and indulge this ny that comes 
1 me. 

Thus lamenting, ki ſunk i into the arms 
of ſleep. EL1M cover'd him with the 
flender branches of the olive ; fann'd his 
languid face-with gentle breath ; pour'd 
on his head life and balmy ſlumbers, and, 
while he ſlept, preſented to his mind a 
dream, in which he walk'd ey 
with his Log, 
 " ZEMIA hung over him full of d 
lent ſympathy, when a diſciple appear d 
coming from the gloomy grove before the 
ſepulchres. Tell me alſo, ſaid he, who 
is he that aſcends the mountain? His raven 
locks fall in curls on his ample ſhoulders, 
and a manly beauty appears amidſt the 

auſterity of his countenance ; while his 
head riſing ſupereminent above thoſe of 
the other diſciples, completes the dignity 
of his appearance. But may I, my celeſ- 
tial friends, preſume to ſay, that if Fam 
not deceiv*d, Iperceive in his countenance, 
traces of the ſtrongeſt agitations of mind, - 
and ſomething that to me 127. mean 
mn J” 
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and ſordid. He is, however, -a diſciple, 
and will one day come with Jzsvus in the 
clouds of Heaven to judge the world. — 
But whence, O ye immortals ! is this ſi- 
lence? Will none of you, my celeftial 
friends, condeſeend to anſwer: me? Ah, 
why do you ſtill continue filent ? Have I 
form*d a miſtaken judgment of this diſci- 
ple, and does that give you pain? Speak 
—oh ſpeak—I own my fault. And thou, 
holy diſciple, be not offended. | When 
thou ſhalt enjoy the honour of ſuffering 
. martyrdom for the truth, and ſhalt enter 
in triumph among the immortals, before 
theſe ſeraphs will T atone for my offence, 
by the moſt cordial friendſhip. 

Ah ZEMIA] muſt I then anſwer thee? 
ſaid ITHURIEL, ſighing, and advancing 
towards the ſeraph.— Ah my friend, muſt 
I ſpeak? Better would it be for us both, 
were I to obſerve, on this ſubject, an 
eternal ſilence: Vet I will anſwer thee. 
He whom thou ſeeſt is Jup As IscarroT. 
J would not, O ſeraph, lament over him 
 —unmoy'd, and without one compaſ- 
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ſionate tear, would I behold him. With 
pious indignation would I avoid the guilty 
wWretch, had he not been bleſs'd with a 
| heart form'd for every virtue, and» paſs*d 
his youth unpolluted by crimes had not 
the MEssrAR himſelf thought him worthy 
of my care, when his life was pious and 
holy, and irreproachable. But alas! now 
he To add more, would be heaping for- 
ro on ſorrow. Ah I now I know Why, 
when in the preſence of the Most Hiok, 
we were diſcourſing of the ſouls of the 
diſciples, ELoa' the ſeraph, on receiving 
a ſign from the -SUPREME,. deſcended 
mournful, and . inſtantly envelopp'd in 
clouds one of the lofty.. golden feats, ſet 
apart for the twelye diſciples, near the 
ETERNAL. Oh that thou, Jup As, hadſt 
never been born! Oh that no ſeraph had 
ever mention'd thine immortal ſoul ! Bet- 
ter —infinitely better would it have been 
for thee never to have ſeen the light, than 
for thee, ungrateful traitor ! to betray thy 
Lorp, and profane the glorious, the * 
cred office to which thou wert call'd., 
ts 4 
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128 THE MESSIAH. Boox III, 
Thus ſpake the ſeraph IT HURIEIL, and 
with down-caſt look ſtood before ZEMTA, 
who reply'd, I fſhuddering ſympathize 
with thee, and darkneſs, like that which 
precedes the dawn, overclouds my eyes. 
Jupas, one of the twelve, and thy charge, 
ITHURIEL, profane the office of a dif- 
ciple, and diſhonour the gracious MEp1- 
Aro! this none of the immortals could 
have believ d. Vet, what is his dreadful 
crime? Wbat has the abandon'd done, 
before JE SUs, and thee, and the celeſtial 
ſpirits? freely tell me, though my heart, 
O ITHURIEL ! tremble at the recital. 
O ſeraph ! IrRHURIEIL return'd, he 
hates Joan, becauſe CHRIST loves him 
with greater tenderneſs than any of his 
other diſciples. And—(fain would he con- 
ceal it from himſelf) he hates the Re- 
DEEMER |! In an unhappy hour, diſhoneſt 
avarice took root in his once noble foul : 
For this is not the vice of youth. Blinded 
by this baſe, unſocial paſſion, he imagines 
that Johr will be preferr'd by the Mxs- 
SIAH before the other diſciples, and more 
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eſpecially before him, to collect the tre- 
ſure ; the heavenly | treaſure,” the firſt 
fruits of the unbounded wealth of his new 
kingdom. Thus does he ſpeak of it; and 
this, oft have J heard him murmur with 
_ rancagous heart, when in his lonely walks 
he thought himſelf unobſerv'd. Once— _- 
(long will the horrid image - hover in my 
ſight, and fill my heart with ſilent gloom) 
Once in the vale of Benhinnon, full of 
inquietude, he gave vent to the agitations 
of his mind, uttering the moſt malignant 
and impious wiſhes. Deeply affected, I 
caſt down my eyes, when inſtantly I be- 
held Sar AN leave him, with an air of bit- 
ter mockery and triumphant fmiles ; and 
then paſſing by me, gave me a look of 
arrogant contempt. At preſent the heart of 
 Jupas is fo torn by the ſtorms of guilty 
paſſions, that I dread leſt each black 
thought, each feil emotion of his wicked 
mind, ſhould hurry him to ſwift perdition. 
Oh that thine omnipotent hand, O Gop, 
had held Sa T an bound in adamantine chains 
in the abyſs of deepeſt darkneſs ! that the 
| H 5 | 
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immortal ſoul thou haſt form'd for eternal 
glory, might recover from her errors, and 


eize the precious remaining hours; that, 
worthy of her bigh birth, and the creative 


voice by which the AL MICH T call'd her 
to immortality, and conſecrated her to 
the diſcipleſhip, ſhe, invincible and fear- 
Jeſs, might reſiſt the furious deſtroyer, 
with the courage and intrepidity of a ſe- 
raph. | But, O thou ſupreme WisDom!! 
thou Sourct or GoopNess ! be not of- 
fended at my wiſhes: whatever thou doeſt, 
is wiſeſt, moſt juſt, and beſt. ] 
Deareſt ſeraph, cry'd ZE MIA, what : 
ſays the MepiaTor ? —ah, what does 
the gracious MEDIATOR ſay to his loſt 


diſciple ? Can he till ſee near him the 


criminal ? Does he yet love him? and if 
he does, oh! how does he thew his com- 


paſſion ? . 


ZeMIA ; conſtrain'd by thee, ſaid 6 


- RIEL, I muſt reveal all that I would gladly 
conceal from myſelf, from thee, and from 


the angels. Unworthy as he is, Jesus 
ſtill loves him. Full of aſſiduous affection, 


| 
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not in words, but by looks of the moſt 


divine benevolence, he lately, when all 


the diſciples were preſent, ſaid, Thou att 


he that will betray mel ZEMIaA ſee he 


approaches, I will retire. I can no longer 
bear to look upon the ingrate. Follow 


me. Thus ſaying, ITHURIEL! haſted 


away. Z EMA went with him, and SA- 
LEM, a young ſeraph, Who was Jox's 
ſecond guardian, follow'd them at a diſ- 
tance: for Gon had given to JoHN two 
tutelar angels, the chief of whom was 


RAPHAEL, one of the Lg N ſe- 


apts > , 1&3 


 ZEMIA r. eee now went to 
Inapeak the ſepulchres. There 8A LEM, 
with radiant countenance, join'd them, 
and, with a look of cordial affection, gave 
them the tender embrace. A mild joy 
ſhone. in SALEM's face, and a youthful 


ſmile play'd in his features. As the open- 


ing gates of a delightful vernal morn was 
his ſacred mouth, which pour'd forth the 


: ſweeteſt harmony, and from his lips flow”? d 


eloquence in ſoft and mellifluous accents, 


%g. woes, ; » 
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> Ye ſeraphs, compoſe your minds, ſaid 
Jon, the moſt amiable of all the diſci- 


<< 


ples. Caſt your eyes on him, and you 


will no longer think of Judas. Devout 
as a ſeraph, he lives with the Messran 


as one of the immortals. To him the Re- 
DEE MER opens his heart; and him has he 


choſen his chief confident. As the friend- 
ſhip of GABRIEL and the exalted ELOA, 
or as the affection ABDIEL once felt for 


 ABBADoNa, while living with him in 
native innocence, is the friendſhip that 
ſubſiſts between JohN and his divine 


Mas r ER. Of this he is worthy : for of 
all the ſouls of men, the CREATOR never 
form'd one more pure and heavenly than 


| that of Jonx. I was preſent when the 


immortal eſſence came forth, and beheld a 
reſplendent rank of young celeſtial ſpirits, 
thus, in flowing grebe hail they com- 
panion : _ | 
We ſalute thy coming forth, chav) 
Friend ! holy offspring of the breath divine, 


we ſalute thee Beauteous and loving art 
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thou as SIE; as RAPHAEI. 
and ſublime. From thee pure ſentichonts 
will flow as dew: from the purple clouds of 
the morning, and thy humane heart - thy 
heart, fill'd with tender ſenſations, hall 
melt, as the eyes of the ſeraphim, enrap- 
ſweeteſt tranſport. Fair daughter of the 
breath divine, faithful ſiſter of the ſoul 
which once, in its unſpotted youth, ani- 
mated the firſt of men, we will now con- 
duct ' thee to the body, thy companion, 
which ſmiling Nature moulds for thee in 
proportions juſt and lovely. It will be 
beautiful, like the body of the MRssTAH, 
which ſoon the:Divine SPIRIT will form, 
all the ſons of Apanm, In this ke tender 


and amiable frame, thy virtues will be 
prov'd, till the fair habitation of clay ſhall 


be deftroy*d. It ſhall then moulder in the 
duſt; but at laſt thy SAL EM will ſeek 
and awake thee; and if thou haſt faithfully 
_ perform'd thy taſk on earth, will conduct 
thee, array d in celeſtial beauty, to the 


* 


5 
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embraces of thy Mxss1A, coming in the 
clouds to judge the world. Thus, enrap- 
tur d, ſang” the juvenile ſpirits of Heaven. 


SALEM ceas' d. He and the other ſe- 
raphs, fill'd with ſofteſt affection, re- 


main'd near JohN. Thus three brothers 
encompaſs a beloved ſiſter, who, in 


blooming beauty, reſembles the fair im- 


mortals, while ſhe, with mind untroubled, 


ſleeps on the new blown flowers. Alas! 


ſhe knows not that her worthy father draws 


near the end of his virtuous courſe] With 
this diſtreſsful news her brothers came; 
but forbear to moleſt her placid ſlumbers. 

Meanwhile the other diſciples, ſpent 
with inquietude and fatigue, had fallen 
aſleep: one lay ſhelter'd by the low bend- 
ing arms of a ſpreading olive; another in 
a valley, encompaſs'd by emigences on all 


85 ſides, gently rifing ; another at the foot of 


a lofty cedar, which with ſoft . ruſtling 


| ſounds ſhed from its waving top; gentle 
dew and ſoft repoſe. Some ſlept in the 


ſepulchres built by the children of the ſan- 
guinary City, in honour of the prophets 
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Isc Axor, weary' d by the perturbations of 
his guilty mind, lay near the gentle LER-· 
BEus, his relation and friend. 1 
SATAN, who in a fecret cave had 
liſten'd to the characters che angels had 


given of the diſciples, now burſt forth fu- 


rious, and with fell purpoſe of dire deſtruc- 
tion approach'd Jun As. So in the - mid- 
night. hour the peſtilence ſilent invades 
ſome fleeping city. Death on expanded 
wings hovers round the walls, breathing 
poiſonous vapours. While the city. reſts, 


the ſage, ſtill wakeful, fits with his friends, 
refin'd in ſentiment, under the ſhade 'of a 


leafy bower, regal'd with chearful wine, 
Sober Temperance fills the glaſs, and adds 
an innocent alacrity to their ſublime con- 
verſe on the charms of friendſhip, the na- 
ture of the ſoul, and its endleſs duration. 
But ſoon approaches the day of lamenta- 


tion. Soon Death, with hollow eyes and 


countenance terrible, ſpreads far and wide 


his baneful influence. Then is the night 


of torments and of groans, of heart-rend- 
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ing ſighs, and guſhing ſorrow.” Wringing | 


| Her hands, the tender bride bewails _her 
dearer half, the partner of her ſou]. Then 
the diſtracted mother, whoſe agonizing 
heart is depriv'd of all her little fondlings, 
curſes the diy of her birth and theirs. 
Then even the unfeeling grave-digger 
ſtands aghaſt; trembling, he joins the croud- 
ing dead, and drops into the pit himſelf 
had dug. From the clouds that envelop 
the top of high Olympus, the angel of 
death with penſive brow deſcends, and be. 
holding a deſert waſte lying in dreary 
ſlence, ſtands on an aſpiring tomb coop 


muſing. 
Thus on This SATAN deſcended 


with ſudden deſtruction, and preſented to 
his waking fancy a ſeducing dream. Quick 
he enflam'd his throbbing heart with fell 
ſenſations : thoughts big with rage and fu- 
rious ſtorms. Thus the red bolt of the 
heavens, falling on mountains of ſulphur, 


| Kindles the ready materials; then new and 


ſubterranean thunders roar, and through 


the caverns the ſpreading tempeſt rolls. 
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For high myſteries, and thoughts apt to 
enflame the ſouls of men, were, for his 
greater condemnation, not unknown to 
SATAN, Soon careful Sollicitude brought 
back the ſeraph ITHURIEL to ſtay by his 
-wretched charge : but perceiving SATAN 

hovering over JuDas, be trembling 
ſtopp'd; then, looking up to the ALMIGH- 
x, reſolv'd to awake him from his ſleep. 
Thrice, with the wings of a ſtorm roaring 
among the cedars, he ſwept over his face: 
thrice he paſs'd by him with ſounding ſteps, 
that made the ſummit of the mountain 

ſhake. Yet Jupas continued as in the 
Meep of death. To the dreaming diſciple 
SATAN, in the form of his father, ap- 
pear d with diſconſolate looks of grief and 
_ perturbation 3 and with'trembling accents, 
fraught with guile, thus Tpake : 3 

|  Doft thou here ſleep, Jonas, careleſs 
and at thine eaſe ? ſtill doſt thou continue 
abſent from Jesvs, as if thou kneweft not 
that thou art the object of his hatred, and 
that all his other diſciples he prefers to thee ? 
why art thou not continually near him? why 
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don Wan nen to regain 1 Side bf 
thy Lord ? Good Gov ! what fault have 
1, What crime haſt. thou committed, that 


7F ſhould be oblig d to leaye the region of 


death to Wales the melancholy fate of 


thee, my ſon ? Ah doſt thou ſuppoſe that 
thou ſhalt enjoy. greater happineſs in the 
| new empire CHRIS is to erect ? how mi- 
ſerably art thou deceiy'd! ! PE TER and the 
fayourite ſons of Z EBEDEE, will be greater 


and more mighty than thee ! treaſures. in a 
full ſtream ſhall flow, to them from the ſpa- 
cious land. All the others too ſhall receive 
from the Mzss1an a much more ſplendid 
Inheritance. than my unhappy ſon. - Come, 


1 Jvpas, I will ſhew thee his kingdom, in 


all its glory. Riſe * with me: be not diſ- 
may'd; but arm thyſelf with courage. 
Now thou ſeeſt before. thee that endleſs 
chain of mountains, which caſt | their 


k lengthening ſhades into that fertile valley. 


There gold ſhall be inceſſantly dug ; gold, 
bright and glittering as that of Ophir: 
while the valley ſhall through the proſpe- - 
rous year pour forth a rich exuberance of 
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bleſſings. This is the delightful inheri- 
tance of the favourite JoRN. That hill, 
cover'd with pendant vineyards, and thoſe 
wide-ſpreading fields, cloth'd with waving, 
corn, the Mgss1ar has given to PETER. 
Seeſt thou all the opulence of that ſmiling 
country, where cities riſing in lofty ſplen- 
dor, each like Jeruſalem, the king's 
daugliter, glitter in the ſun, and with 
their, innumerable inhabitants extend along 
the vale, Behold how thoſe cities are 
water'd by the limpid ſtreams of à new 
Jordan, which paſſes through noble arches 
in the .lofty. walls. . Gardens, reſembling 
fertile Eden, wave their bluſhing, fruit, 
over the golden ſands, on its happy ſhores. 
Theſe are the kingdoms of the other diſ- 
ciples. But now, Judas, my ſon, ob- 
ferve that far diſtant mountainous coun- 
try, wild, ſtony, and cover'd with-wither'd 
| ſhrubs. How barren, how , deſolate ! 
Above it reſts Night in cold and driſly 
clouds, and beneath, on the tops of the 
eminences, a ſterile depth of ice and 
northern ſnow. That, O Jupas l is 
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thine inheritance. In thoſe gloomy re- 


gions thou, and the birds of night, thy 


companions, are condenin'd to wander ſo- 
litary among the aged oaks. With what 
haughty with what contemptugus airs 
will the happy diſciples look down on 
thee ! they will paſs by without conde- 


ſcending to obſerve thee ! Ah, Jupas, 


thou weepeſt with indignation !—but in 
ain thou weepeſt in vain are all thy 
7 tears, while, ſurrounded with deſpair, 


thou neglecteſt to help thyſelf.) yet 
liſten to me, thy father, and I will 
diſcloſe to thee my heart. Thou knoweſt 


the Mxss1an delays the promis'd re- 
demption; the Jews are ſtill in ſubjec- 
tion; and he does not appear in haſte to 
erect his new and glorious empire. Thou 
art alſo ſenſible, that the great are moſt 


averſe to ſubmit to the authority of the 


Nazarine king, and daily contrive his 
death. Do thou, therefore, deliver him 
into the hands of the prieſts, not to re- 


venge his hatred to thee ; but that he may 


the ſooner overwhelm them with irreme- 


dileſs infamy and confulion, and thus be 
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oblig'd to found his long expected empire. 
Thou wilt then, as now, be the diſciple 
of a dreaded maſter ; and wilt the ſooner 
obtain thine allotted portion. This thou 
wilt alſo ſooner 1mprove by labour and in-. 
duſtry, by tillage and trade, ſo as to give 
it ſome little reſemblance to the more fer- 
tile inheritances of thy companions. Mean- 
while of this thou mayſt be certain, that 
the grateful prieſts will reward gthee for 
delivering up JEsus, by giving thee a 
part of their riches. Now, Jupas, fol- 
low the advice of thy troubled father. 
Thou canſt not be deceiv'd. View me 
well, and obſerve my pale and faded vi- 
ſage. But thou awakeſt. Deſpiſe not my 
admonitions. I have now pointed out 
the means of thy deliverance, let me not 
then return melancholy and dejected to 
my abode among the ſouls of the dead. 
SATAN having ended, with haughty 
mien ſtood over him erect and tall. Thus 
riſes a mountain, late a valley, when con- 
vulſive earthquakes, rock the neighbour- 
ing eminences, and ſink the ſurrounding 
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hills. Jop as awoke. Furious he ſtart- 
ed up, crying, Yes, it was he —it was 
the voice of my deceas'd father Thus 
he ſpake thus he look d, when before 
my eyes he gave up the ghoſt. Ah! it is 
then beyond all doubt that Ixsus hates 
me ! the very dead know that he hates 
me! Wretch, what thou has apprehended 
with fear and trembling, the ſouls of the 
dead now declare.” Well, I will haſte 
and put in execution my father's' advice. 
— But, with what treachery ſhall I then 
act towards the Mgss1an ! may not this 
viſion be owing to the diſguſt that rankles 
in my heart? may it not be ſuggeſted by 
| SaTAN ? Hence, ye groveling, ye time- 
rous ſurmiſes ! I already feel that I am en- 
flam'd with the deſire of riches with the 
impatience of revenge] O my ſoul ! why 
art thou ſo tender, ſo ſcrupulous ? viſions 
preſent themſelves before thee — viſions 
D e thee revenge. The command of a 
#rifion ſanRifies the deed. "ry 
SATAN heard him thus ſpeak— him 
who had * — the Ar- 


MIGHTY, by ſtaining his ſoul with! baſe 
and ignoble paſſions, He heard him with 


pleafure, and glorying in his ſucceſs, ais d 


his head ſtill higher, and unſeen, look'd 
down on Jopas! with triumphant arro- 
gance. Thus on the top of high Olym- 
pus, a dreadful rock impends o*er the 
fwelling fea, proudly threatening deſtruc- 
tion to the approaching mariners; but 


ſoon. will the red lightening, with hideous. 


roar and;terrible confuſion, ſtrike it down; 
and lay it in the lowly deep. The iſlands 
will ſee its fall, and exult in the avenging 
thunder. . SATAN, now leaving Olivet, 
with lofty ſtrides ſtalk'd unſeen over Je- 
ruſalem, and repair'd to CATAPRHASs, who 
ſlept in his ſtill filent palace, by deluſive 
viſions, to infuſe into the wicked heart of 
the enemy and high-prieſt of Gop, emo- 
tions ſtill more vile. Meanwhile, Jupas 
continu'd. on the mount, wrapp'd up in 
thoughts walignant- ad his uu! „5 
The day was riſing on the ſlumbering 
world when JESsus awoke, and with him 


Jonx. Together they walk'd up the 
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mount, whence they law the diſciples f 
aſleep.  Jesvs then taking the dev out 
LeBBevs'by the hand, ſaid, I, my dear 


5 friend, am here, and ſtill alive. Up 


ſprang the tranſported- diſciple,” and em- 
brac'd him with tears of joy. Then run- 


ning to the other diſciples, awaled them, 


and brought chem to their Divine Mas- 
TER, when, affectionately gathering 
round him, he, * A pre _ 


—_ addreſs'd them. 

Come, my pious friends, this! a wil 
we rejoice before we exchange the laſt 
embrace. Still the heavens, from the 
early cloud, ſhed the refreſhing dews on 
this favour'd land. Behold the towering 
cedar, planted by my FATHER's hand, 
affords her cooling ſhade; and ſtill I be- 


hold man, form'd after the. divine i image, 


walking with the immortals. But this 
will ſoon be no longer ſeen. Soon will 


the darkning ſky be wrapp'd i in gloomy 


clouds. Soon will the earth with dire con- | 
vulſions tremble, and this land, ſo replete, 


with blefüngs; 3 this * favour'd region 


| will n. fly from me, you; = Ho 
_ not, O PETER ! and thou; my 
„ my affectionate diſciple, be not 
| aided: for while the bridegroom is pre- 
ſent, no grief is felt by the bride. Ye 


ſhall ſee me again at the reſurreQion—ye ZE 


ſhall ſee me with all the raptures with 
which a mother recovers her only ſon. 
Thus he ſpake, but while his face was 
illumin'd with grace and love, his heart 
was fill'd with keeneſt anguiſn. He then 
deſcended the mount, accompany d by all 
his diſciples except Jun As, who, ſtanding 
in the thick ſhade of -tufted trees, had 
heard the SAaviouR's ſpeech, and looking 
after Jesys, who walk'd away with quick 
ſtep, faid, He himſelf already knows that 
a day of darkneſs hangs over his, head. 
He i 18 therefore not ignorant of the manner 
in which he will treat his perſecutors, and 
accompliſh the great work he has begun. 
He then knows my deſi ign—knows that I 
intend to betray him. Yet ſhould I be 
vor. © | 
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deceiv d ſhould my dream prove an illu- 
ſion, and hated as I am, did it come to 


enereaſe my torment? — Ah! curs'd be 
the hour in which I clos'd my eyes, and 


the apparition of my father appear'd to my 


view! May ſhrieks reſound through the 


mountain ! — May dying groans deepen 
the horror of the mouldering ſepulchres ! 


—Curs'd be the place where I lay! There 


may an unnatural/ſon murder his father 
May it be defiPd by the blood of my 
neareſt friend, ſlain by his own deſperate 
hand But why do I thus rave? Why 
give way to ſuch gloomy ideas? Why do 


I feel this inward conflict? Why am I 


thus at variance with myſelf ? Tt is not my 


fault if I am deceiv'd. But doſt thou, 


Hoary, viſionary ſage, enjoin me to com- 
mit a crime, by betraying the Mess1an ? 


him whoſe precepts—whoſe example I 
have profeſs'd to follow — him whom I 
ought to love and reverence ? May the 


day — that fatal day, be curs'd, when 


| Jesvs choſe me—when full of love, and 
with a look of benevolence he ſaid, Fol- 
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low me] May it be cover'd with clouds 


and the gloom of night | May the peſti- 
lence walk in darkneſs, and deſtructive 


diſeaſes lay in the heat of noon !_ Let no 


man name thee ! Mayſt thou be forgotten 
of Gor - But whence this agony—this - 
| ſecret horror? Why, my bones, do ye 
tremble > Why am T ſo puſilanimous ? 
Why do I thus torment. myſelf? I will 
rouze my courage, and ſhake off theſe 
weak foreboding fears. My ſight did not 
deceive me, and if it did, can I by any 
other means accompliſh my deſires? Thus 
he rav'd: Meanwhile, ſince his viſion, he 
had advanc'd two dreadful ou nearer te 
eternity. 1% $1445. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 
Cararnas aſſembles the Sanhedrim, relates 
his dream, and propoſes the death of Jzsvs. 
Par1iLo, a Phariſee, ſuppoſes the dream a 
fiction, but joins, with great vehemence, in 
recommending the death of Cyz1sr. They 
are warmly oppos'd by GauALIEL and Ni- 
ebpruvs. JuDas has a private conference 
with Caiaruas. The Mzssiak ſends Pe- 
TER and Jonx to prepare the Paſſover. 
PzrTER ſees Mak x the mother of Jzsvus, 
. Lazarus, Maxx his ſiſter, SEMIDA, and 
CipII, coming in queſt of JzsUs. The 
pious love of STA and CI DTI. Mary 
proceeds in ſearch of Ixsus, who ſtops at 
the tomb of Josh. of Arimathea, near 
Golgotba. He proceeds to Jeruſalem, and 
is met by Judas. ITHuRIEL, no longer 
able to continue that traitor's guardian an- 
gel, is made PRTER's ſecond angel. Jzsus 
| inſtitutes the memorial of his death. Ju- 
pas goes out. JEsus prays with his diſci- * | 
ples, ona returns to the mount of Olives, 
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Ini *d by a viſion, and tortw's 

by anxiety, CAIAPHAS lay reſt- 
leſs on his bed. Sleep fled. from his eyes, 
or if for a few moments they were clos'd 
by Slumber, he ſuddenly ſtarted, and agi- 
tated by his tumultuous thoughts, furiouſly 
turn'd. Thus, in a field of laughter, a 
dying reprobate, harden'd in guilt, rolls 
in agony: The approaching victor, the 
prancing ſteed, the harſh din of arms, the 
ſhouts of the enemy, the groans of the 
dying, and all the thundering roar of war, 


diſtract his mind. Cover'd with ghaſtly 


wounds he lies, and ſeems to ſink in wild 
ſtupidity among the dead. Then, again 
reviving, he curſes himſelf, curſes Gov, 
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and would fain diſbelieve his being. "Five 
lay CATIAPHA S, and thus he roſe; orderiny 15 


the prieſts and elders of the peop le to 
fuddenly aſſembled. In the mik of 1 


ſtately palace was the hall of the Sanhedrim, 
built of the ſpoils of Lebanon's lofty foreſt, : 


with all the magnificence that was ſeen 1 in 


the works of SOLOMON. | Thither came 


the prieſts and elders. Among the latter 
Was Jos zen of Arjmathea, who, ſuper· 
eminent in wiſdom, did honour to the 
poſterity of ABRAHAM. Serene as the 
placid moon, riding in Jucid midnight 
clouds, he repair'd to the aſſembly. Thi- 
ther alſo came Nicopkuus, a friend to 


the MxssiAH and to JosxpH. Then en- 


ter d CalArHAS with proud ſtep, and 
with a countenance enflam'd by rage, thus 
ſpake : oe 

Now, ye fathers of Wetdeti we muſt 
take our final reſolution, and with power- 
ful arm deſtroy our adverſary, leſt he de- 


ſtroying us, this be the laſt time in which 


we aſſemble in this holy Sanhedrim. This 8 
divine — » inſtituted by the great 
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| Janovan: himſeif on mount 3 and 
reveal 'd to us by the greateſt of all the 
prophets — This divine - prieſthood, which 
has, continu'd through all the, ſucceeding 
ages, and-which neither the towers of Ba- 
bylon, nor formidable Rome, ſeated on 
her ſeven hills, could ever deſtroy, A A 
wretched viſionary,” O Iſrael! is ready 
to aboliſh... To our ſhame, he has been 
ſuffer'd to declare with impunity, that he 
will deſtroy the temple of the Lox n. 1s 
not all Jeruſalem his? Are not the cities 
of Judea ſervilely devoted to their idoliz'd 
Prophet? The people, grown blind and 
ſuperſtitious, ſhun the temple of their 
wiſe forefathers : they flock to remote, de- 
farts, to. gaze at his ſeducing miracles : 
miracles in which he is only the agent of 
Sar Aw. What can more effectually 
blind what fill with greater amazement 
the ſtupid vulgar, than his raiſing the dead,? 
—or-rather, awaking the ſick from ſleep?. 
Vet we ſtill continue in ſupine indolence, 
waiting, perhaps, till his adherents riſe i in 
ane a in ſome dreadful tumult, mi 1. 
1 5 
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der us before his face, that he may ſhew 
His BEE in reſtoring us to life ! Is it -poſ- 

e, fathers, that you can thus fit in ſi- 
= aſtotihment that ye can yet enter- 
tain a doubt ? Ves, ye ineredulous, ye 
doubt - but doubt now, and ſleep forever, 
Ve know with what rebellious ſhouts Ju- 
dea has hail'd him king. Never before 
were the ways ſo ſpread with the branches 
of the palm. Never did the air reſound 
with ſuch loud hoſannas./ It were indeed 
to be wiſh'd, that inſtead of thoſe trium- 
phant acdamations, thou hadſt heard the 
curſe of the ETERNAL : that inſtead of 
_ thoſe repeated hoſannas, thine ears had 
been deafen'd by the voice of thunder: 
that deep in the manſions of death, kings 
Had riſen from their iron thrones, / and 
Lying their crowns at thy feet, had, with 
bitter and inſulting mockery, ſaluted thee 
with thoſe pompous founds, Ve degene- 
rate and unworthy fathers of the people 
«(pardon theſe expreſſions, which proceed 
from a mind infiam'd with holy indigna- 
tion) — not prudence alone, but Gop him- 


ſelf orders us to cut him off from the face 
of the earth. In ancient times JEHOV AW 
ſpake to our fathers in dreams: Ve your- 
ſelves ſhall judge, whether, upon this ex- 
traordinary occaſion, your e . 
not had a dream from GD. 

Behold, at midnight, when anxious 1 
lay on my bed, revolving in my mind, 
what might be the iſſue of the late tumults, 
1 dropp'd aſleep. When lo] I found my- 


ſelf in the temple, preparing the ſacriſice 


of atonement. Already the blood, ſtream'd 
before me: al ready, with ſolemn awe, 
was J entering the Holy of Holies, when 
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drawing the: vail aſide — My. bones ſtill | 


tremble !—ſtill the terrors of Gop over- 
power me O ye fathers I I beheld Aa- 
Ro in his ſacred veſtments, with a me- 
| nacing | brow, advancing . towards me. 


Holy anger flaſh'd with inſupportable blaze | 
from his eyes, and the piercing rays which 


beam'd on me from his breaſt-plate, ſhone 
refulgent, like Horeb ; while the wing'd 
cherubs over the ark of the covenant, 


Autter' d dreadiul !—My ephod, reduc'd 
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to alhes,” inſtantly fell to the ground. 
Fly, thou diſgrace to the prieſthood, eryd 
Aa of in i Witte of tertor fly, miſer- 
able that thou art, and no more preſume to 
degrade thy ſacred office, by appearing 
here as prieſt of the LORD. Art thou the 
high prieſt of the great Jr novan? (Here 
he gave me a furious and vengeful look, 
like that of a man who ſuddenly ſees his 
mortal enemy, whom he is reſolv'd to 
Hay) Art thou the high prieſt of the great 
Jerovan? Art thou veſted with that 
acre office? thou who, criminally ſu- 
pine, '\canſt ſee that impious ſeducer, with 
impunity, profane the holy ſanctuaryj: 
make a mock of my brother Moss, of 


me, and of "ABRAHAM ; and allow him 


to 'violate the Sabbath of Gop? Go, 
moſt miſerable! left on thy longer ſtay, 
the mercy ſeat of the ETERNAL ſhould 
n conlume thee with ſacred fire. 

At theſe words I fled. My hair was 
Arava, " Aſhes were on my head. 
Terrifyd, frantic, and without my veſ- 

ture, I ran forth to the people, Who, en- 


Boow IV. THE MESSIAH. 187 
rag'd at the ſight, attempted; my life, 
Here I awoke.. Three hours full of un- 
utterable anguiſh three hours moſt hor- 
rible, I lay, after this dreadful viſion, as 
in the agonies of death. Still I tremble 
E ſtill my heart beats with terror. ſtill is 
my faultering tongue unable diſtinctly to 
perform its office. He muſt die. From 
you, fathers, I expect a ſpeedy determina- 
tion on the manner of his deae. 
HFlere CalArHAs was ſilent: but after 
1 ſhort pauſe, he reſum' d. Better is it 
that one ſhould die, than that all ſhould 
periſn. But in this let us act with prudent 
caution. Let it not be at the feaſt, leſt 
the infatuated populace ſhould n, to 
fave him. CAlArHAs ceas d. 
No ſound, not the leaſt murmur was 
Bed throughout the full aſſembly. As if 
ſtruck dead by the flaſh of the heavens, all 
fat filent and motionleſs, Jostprrobſery- 
ing the ſolemn ſtillneſs, refoly'd to ſpeak 
in the defence of JIxsus, but was reftrain'd 
"by the fury with which PRHIEo, a dreaded 
"ROE "wy forth, Too. proud 10 deli- 
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Book IV. 
ver eee before affairs were ripe 


_ for their being put in execution, he had 


never yet publicly mentioned J sus. 
Great was his character for wiſdom, even 
with CaraPHAs, whom he hated: for 
he himſelf was a Phariſee. His heavy 
hollow eyes were filPd with malignant 
fury, and with rapid and reſentful voice, 


abet: 


Cararpmas in vain doſt thou e to 


have receiv'd a viſion from Gop, as if 
thou didſt not know that the ETERNAL 
never appears to the voluptuous ſenſualiſt, 
and that no ſpirits convey revelations to 
the hypoctitical Sadducees, who diſbelieve 
their exiſtence, Either thou amuſeſt us 
by a fiction, or thou ſaweſt the viſion ; 
but can the MosT Hier ſtoop ſo low as 
to appear to thee ?: If the firſt be the caſe, 


thou here ſheweſt thyſelf worthy of thy 
Roman policy, and thy purchas'd prieſt- 
hood: if the latter, thou, the high prieſt 


of Gop, oughteſt to know, that the AT- 


IH Tv, to puniſh thoſe who violate his 


laws, permits their being deceived By ly- 
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ing 3 Thus, that Anas, the ſlave | 
of BAAL and of JEzABELL,-. might periſh, 
and the blood of the murder'd NazoTEa 
no longer ery. for vengeance, an angel of 
death ſteps forth from the throne, and 
dictates falſe- propheßes to the prophets. 
When behold, the rolling chariots bring 
back the king mortally wounded. He 
dies. His blood defiles the, field where 
NaroTH was ſlain, There Gop. himſelf 
Nands, and there in his preſence, the an- 
gel of death, ſheds the blood of the royal 
offender. Thy dream indeed enjoins the 
puniſhment of our adverſary. Yet no 
dream haſt thou had, but what has been 
furniſh'd by thy fertile invention. Doſt 
thou not tremble at naming the angel of 
death? perhaps one of that order already 
waits before the eternal throne, for thy 
blood, O Carr HAS! deſtinꝰd ſoon to be 
ſpilt. I plead not for the ſeditious Ixsus, 
neither do I hold him innocent. Compar d 
with the Nazarene, thou art a; leſs. of- 
fender. Thou art only a diſgrace. to the 


prieſood of Gop z but be a aboliſh 
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This Irsus has been weigl'd in, the 
. in which criminals, however 8 
powerful, even the proud conquerors of 

nations, are found wanting, He has bee en 
weigh'd, and is doom'd to certain death. 
He ſhall therefore die. With theſe eyes 
T will fee him expire : they ſhall behold 
his pale and bloody corpſe. The earth of 
the hill on which he ſuffers, 1 will carry 
into the Holy of Holies : or at the great 
altar, lay ſtones ſtain'd with his ſmoking 
blood, as an everlaſting memorial. But 
how baſe is thy fear, O Catarnas ! that 
would warp us into cowardice, and make 
us ſtand in awe of the giddy rabble. This 
mean puſilanimity was never learnt from 
our forefathers. Let us then haſten to 
prevent the thunder — Gon's avenging 
thunder: leſt it ſhould not deſtroy bim 
alone leſt our eye · balls roll in death, 
while they behold his laſt agonies; and 
we expire, defil'd by being near him. Did 
the Tiſhbite fear the people, when he ſew 
the prieſts. of the ſleeping Ba AL, whom 
all their Free clamour cou not 
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awake? 22 EA chf dente * 
by the ſacred flame deſcending from Hea- 
ven? but though we ſhould” be aſſiſted by 
no deſcending fire, I will go forth to the 
people, and woe to him that ſhall dare to 
oppoſe me, and once preſume to ſay, that 
the blood of the dreaming viſionary is not 
an acceptable oblation to the great Ieno- : 
van ! At a ſign from me the multitude 
ſhall join in toning him. Before the eyes 
of all Judea—before the, face of the Ro- 
mans, ſhall the rebel die: then ſhall we 
ſecure and triumphant ſit in judgment, 


and enter the and tuary 2 Sod" _—— 


Joicing. S, 
Pr1Lo then, with ot hands, 1 


vanc'd into the midſt of the aſſembly, 
where ſtopping, he, with loud voice, 
made this malignant and profane exclama- 
tiofl: Bleſſed fi pirit! wherever thou art, 
whether cloath'd in heavenly ſplendor, 
thou ſitteſt with ABRaHam, and aſſem- 
bleſt about thee the prophets; or whether 
thou condeſcendeſt to viſit the congrega - 
tions of thy children, and to walk „ a 


from the fiery tempeſt, that I will take ne 
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mortals O Spirit of Moss ! to thee. I 


fwear, by that eternal covenant, which 
thou, by the Divine command, broughteſt 


reſt, till he who hates thee is number'd 


| with the dead !—till-with my hands, full 
of the Nazarene's blood, I come to 


the high altar, hold it over my hoary 


bead, and wave it as a b be · 
fore the Lord. £ 


Thus he ſpake, and de to We 
chat the heart-ſearching Gop does not de- 


| teſt ſuch whited ſepulchres. Yet his con- 
ſcience call'd him hypocrite. He felt the 
juſt reproach : but full of inflexible rage, 


with undaunted "yu ſtood before the coun- 


dil. 


Meanwbile ee lean'd on his 
25 ſeat, trembling with indignation. 
His face glow'd with a fury too great for 


utterance, and he contin'd ſilent with his 
eyes fix d on the floor. When the Sad- 


ducees obſerving his diſcompoſure, with 
tumultuous violence raſe up againſt PHI- 


10. 80 in the field of hoſtile laughter, 
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the foaming ſteeds of an iron chariot ob- 
tain the reins, when the whizing lance, 


with quivering flight, ſtrikes the rider, 
who with mouth diſgorging blood, falls 
under the wheels. Then neighing fierce, 


they threaten with their flaming eyes : they 


mnuff the wind, and ſtriking the earth, it 
trembles under their feet. The enrag'd 


aſſembly would: have inftantly broke up, 
had not GAMALIEL aroſe. Screne wife 


dom ſat on his 'amiable contenance, and 


| ſtretching out his hand, Bos" in a ac- 
| cents, thus ſpake : ; 
\ , 008 fathers ! J if in was tunkdttiidhs heat of 
fiery 7 rage, calm and ſober reaſon may be 


ſuffer' d to appear, and you are not ene- 


mies to prudence, I entreat you to hear 
me. Should the eternal quarrel be again 
Teviv*d—ſhould the diſcordant names of 
Sadducees and Phariſees produce a perpe- 
tual animoſity between you, how will you 
be able to deſtroy the PRopHET ? but 
Gor has probably ſent envy and variance 
among you, in order to reſerve to his ſu- 


preme juſtice, the office of pronouncing 


| 
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"wry 2 85 
ſentence on the * Let us, 
then, O ye fathers! leave to the ETxR- 
NAI. the vindication of his own le 
You may be too weak to wield his thun- 


ders, and thoſe mighty arms at ' which ; 


the Heavens themſelyes tremble, may ſink 
you into the duſt. Be ye ſilent there- 
fore before the MosT Hicn, and, with 
calm ſubmiſſion, liſten to the appro roach- 


ing Jvupck. Soon will he ſpeak, and the 


earth from the riſing to the ſetting ſun ſhall 
aſtoniſh'd hear his voice. If Gop ſpeaks 
to the ſtorm, and ſays, Do thou tear 
him in pieces] and to the tempeſt, Do 
thou ſcatter his bones, like the duſt, and 

diſperſe them among the four Winds! or 
to the glittering ſword, Arm the avenging 
Fand, and drink the blood of the Sinner ! 


II he ſays to the abyſs, Open thou, and | 


receive him into thy bowels, then is he a 
guilty viſionary. But if, with unexampled 
power and grace, he continues, by his 


heavenly miracles, to diffuſe happineſs 


over the earth: if by his means the blind 


Kang. lifes up his face to the great * . 


a A 


y 
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minary' of day; or with enlighten'd & 925 
with filial. Tode gazes enraptur'd on 
his fatller, who kindly. led. him along his 
darkſome” way—(F orgive me, if ſtruck 
A 18 great like 'theſe, I, in your 
om 7995 eak more highly” of him 
üg t)—if the deaf ear again hears 
e . 1 of the prieft, the ſong of 
the bride, the lamentation of the mother, 
and the facred ballelujah > if by Em the 
dead walk, witneſs againſt, us, and firſt 
| lifting their new awaken'd eyes towards 
Heaven, turn them with pious indignation 
on us, ſhew us their tombs, and. threaten 
us with. the judgment, ſeat, at. which they 
have already appear d: OE its (in which 
he ſeems ſtill more divine) he continues to 
live among us without reproach 7 and by 
bis aſtoniſhing. . virtues ſuch, godlike mi- 
| Tacles are wroug ht, I conjure you, O ye 
fathers by the living. Gop, I conjure 
you, to tay, - whether we ought to con- 
demn him-wbetber we ought to fight 
1 "againſt Bop. 1 Here GAMALIEL ceas' 'd, 
and, with an air of "dignity, return'd to 

his ſeat. 
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The ſun now from his meridian beight, 
ſpread his rays over] eruſalem. At the fame. 


time Jup As was drawing near, in order 
to lay his propoſal before the Sanbedrim. 


But firſt IT HURIEL and SATAN- went 


thither, and both inviſible ſtaod amoi 


the prieſts, Where, without being ſeen, 


thoy ſurvey'd the crowded aſſembly. _ . 


_ Nicopemus fat, and filently ſurvey'd 
every face. Each member of the court 


appear'd like the ſelf-condemn'd finger, 


when, pale and trembling, he hears the 
thunder roll awful. o'er his head. Even 

PRILO and CaraPrHas ſeem'd. ſtruck, | 
confounded and diſturb'd by Gamaiis I' $ 
words. NIcoDEMUS beholding them with 
a mixture of contempt and fear, aroſe. 


Sweetneſs and benevolence were viſible 


in his look, while an air of ſolemnity and 


grief were mix'd with that noble dignity, 
that ariſes from an approving conſcience. 
His eye, whi ch faithfully expreſs'd the 1 
tuation of his mind, mourn'd and con- 
cealꝰd not its tears. He believ'd in ChRIST, 


and reſoly'd to acknowledge him ore 


Py 
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his moſt inveterate enemies. After a mo- 
me 985 _ . * 
thus ſpake 

r be thou, 0 Gamatar N es 
hath: ner eee and a 
two edged ſword hath he put into thy 
mouth thy ſpeech hath divided aſunder 
our bones, which ſtill ſhake ! fill do our 
feeble knees fail ! darkneſs ſtill covereth 
our eyes, and ſtill Gop is ſeen | 
the thunder of his wrath,” to firike "thoſe 
who oppoſe his will, into. the duſt from 
| whence they ſprang! O Gamarrer! 
may the MosT HI, who taught thee 
this wiſdom, who hath endu'd thee with 
ſuch magnanimity, - be thy protection 
may the MESssTIAH, the ſent of God, be 
thy SAvIouR, and the SAVIOUR of thine 
offspring But ye, the perſecuters of the 
great PROPHET of Gop, I cannot bleſs— 
not thee, CaraPHas—nat thee, PHIL O 
For you I mourn—and if the voice: of 
ſorrow can find an entrance into 
bearts—if tears of compaſſion, ſtreaming 


— —— — — 


leis r Know, os m, 1 
ſacred blood being once ſhed, it will lift 
up its prevailing voce, like a tempeſt 5 
it will call —it will riſe t6'Heay the 
ear of the ETERNAL J He will hear it: 
he will deſcend, and give judgment with 
out mercy, to thoſe who have ſhewn no 
mercy, by inbumanly ſlaying: is cody 
PROFPHET. O judea !] Judea l where 
is thy Mxss ran if he be no here, 0 
be um, e Wen d Wh Hell: throsgb- 
out all thy land, deſtroy the men of 
blood, who have put to d _— en. 
_ of TsR AEL J. Toy 
Nicop Mus here . his bead, | 

— weeping, return: d to his ſeat. Still 
PnILo fat with menacing eyes, and trem- 
bling with impotent rage, which his pride 
ſtruggled in vain to cnceal. Diſorder d | 
by the conflict of contending paſhons, his 
eyss became dim, night hover'd round 
hun, and darkneſs, hid from his ſight the 
whole aſſembly. He was ready to ſink: 
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— 1 to his amo 
blood, by venting his thoughts. He made 
the effort. The ſpirits pent up in his 
high Cwoln-heart, fluſh'd in his face, and 
ſtarting up furious, he ruſh'd forward. 8⁰ 


when on inacceſſible mountains an ap- 
proaching tempeſt terrific hangs, one of 


the black clouds, ſurcharg d with light- 


ning, kindled for deſtruction, burſts 


ſingle, and while others ſtrike only :4 
tops of the aſpiring cedars, that, arm 
with a thouſand thunders, rolls with re- 
percuflive roar through the whole etherial 
expanſe, the mountainous foreſts blaze, 
and ſplendid palaces are reduc'd to exten- 
ſive heaps of ruins. As PRHIIO advanc'd 
forward, SATAN beheld him, and within 
himſelf thus whiſpering ſaid : 

Let thy ſpeech be devoted to me: ra- 
al and impetuous let it flow as the floods 
of Hell: terrible as the flaming ſea : im- 
paſſion'd as the lofty ſounds with which I 
diſpenſe my orders to the damn'd : ranco- 
rous, and with fury, as the gods of e 
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deep, utter their complaints to the im- 


menſe mountains of the hery abyſs, when 
the ſtreams of flowing ſulphur top. to 


; litten, and glow with a more livid blaze. 


at their execrations. Thus Pulte fpeak, 
and lead in triumph thy captive hearers. 
Let thine heart give vent to ideas, ſuch 
A ADRAMELECH himſelf would not 
bluſh to own. Speak death to the NAZ A- 


RENE, | T recompence expect from 
me. At the ſight of his blood, thy whole 


ſoul ſhall overflow with ſuch j Joys as Hell 
affords. And when thou comeſt to us, I my- 
ſelf will be thy conductor, and introduce 
thee to thoſe heroic ſpirits, who delighted 


in carnage, and in ſpreading « deſolation all 
around. Thus ſpake SATAN, unheard of 
all but ITHURIEL.. 


PriLo, ſtanding with eyes lift up, to- 


wards Heaven, cry'd, Thou altar of 
blood, where the lamb of attonement 
Was offer'd, and ye other ſacred altars, 
once loaded with undefil'd ſacrifices, which 
ſent up to Gop a ſweet ſmelling favour ! 


even. thou Holy of Holies ! ye cherubs, 
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angels of death thou mercy ſeat, where 
.the ETERNAL once ſat, and from the fa- 
cred darkneſs pronounc'd-ſentence on the 
{inner ! thou temple of the Lonp, fill'd 
with the divine glory! and thou, O Mo- 
1iah ! where the voice of JeHovan 


was heard ! when the NAZARENE ſhall 


lay ye waſte, and theſe ſons of BELIAL, 
by him protected, ſhall bring you to deſ- 
truction, let me—let me be efteem'd 
guiltleſs of your ruin. When our chil- 
dren, with anxicuis looks, and trembling 


knees, wringing their hands, ſeek the 


Go of their fathers, and do not find 


him when they in vain ſeek the Loxẽsp, 


becauſe the NAZARENE has erected his 
throne, where Jenrovan himſelf reſided 
above the cherubim] let it be known, 
that of this J am innocent. If idolaters 
bring polluted incenſe to the ſacred place, 


where hung the veil, where once the 


high-prieft alone went with humble reve- 

rence to the mercy ſeat ! may my afflicted 

eyes never behold the impious deed!— 

may Gop rather cloſe them in death, 
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| rhan permit them to ſee this abomination 


of deſolation, fall on his people All in my 
pewer will I do to avert) the impending 
evil. And, hear me, O Gop of ISRAEL 1 
if ever from thy lofty throne, thou heard- 
eſt the petition of a mortal, proſtrate in 
the duſt of this lowly earth —if at the 


command of Moss the earth ſwallow!d 
up CoR AH, Dar HAN, and ABIR Au 
if at 'EL1JAH's prayer, fire deſcended on 


the meſſengers ſent by the king, and con- 
ſum'd them from the top of Carmel 
hear me, O Gop of ISRAEL While I 
- curſe them who revile thee, and defend the 
ſoe of thy prophet Moss. May thy end, 
O NicopE uus! be like the end of the 


Impoſtor, and thy grave like the grave of 
the Sower of Sedition !—May it be among 
the graves of the murderers, who were 
ſton'd at a diſtance from the temple and 
"the altar. When thou dieſt, may thy 


heart be harden'd !—may it be obdurate 


and inflexible ! may not Gop ſuffer, thee 


to weep, leſt weeping thou ſhouldſt turn 


to im for thou haſt wept for the impi- 


= 
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ous; and thy ſervile eye, in oppoſition to 
the ETERNATL, has ſhed profane tears. 
Thou too, O GAMATIEL ] haſt eſpous'd 
the cauſe of the Seducer. May a horrid 
gloom may black darkneſs cover thine 
eyes, then mayſt thou wait in vain for te- 
lief from the NazA RENE, and pine away 
with fruitleſs grief! may deafneſs cloſe 
thine ear, and horror thy life: then lie 
till the NAZARENE awake thee till thou 
rot. And if thou haft deelar'd to the 
ſtupid herd who, like thyſelf, idolize this 
pretended Saviour, that he will raiſe thee 
up, may that many headed beaſt trample 
on thy grave, and mock both thee and 
thy Prophet. When thy ſoul, diveſted of 
its covering of fleſh, ſtands trembling be- 
fore the judgment ſeat to hear her ſen- 
tence, then, O Gop ] ſtreteh out thy 
dreaded arm, and: ſtrike the appall'd ſin- 
ner—ſtrike alſo Nicop Mus, and fulfil 
on both the curſe I, for thine honour, pro- 
nounce. But reſerve thy fierceſt anger, 
before which the mountains tremble, and 
all Hell i is diſmay'd, for a fall more guilty 
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ſinner — Wrap thyſelf in ten thouſand 
thunders, then go forth, and ſtrike. the 
Naz aRENE. I have been young, and 


now. am old, yet have I continually 


worſhipp'd and ador'd thee after the man- 
ner of our fathers ; permit not then, O 
Gor, my dying eyes to behold the Na- 
ZARENE triumphant. Should he conquer, 
thine eternal covenant, thine holineſs, 


- thine oath, and the bleſſing thou gaveſt to 


ABRAHAM and his poſterity, are all vain 
—are all annull'd. Then will I, before 
all Judea, renounce thy laws and ordi- 
nances — then will I live without thee 
without thee will I lay my drooping 
head in the filent grave. If thine arm 


doth not cut off the Impoſtor, never didſt 
thou appear to Moses! The burning 
' buſh at the foot of mount Horeb was 


all an illufion ! Thou didſt not in tremen- 
dous ſtate deſcend on the top of Sinai, 


nor did the trumpet ſound, , or the thun- 
der roar, or the mountain ſhake! Then 
both we and our forefathers from time 


immemorial, have, of all the nations up- 
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on earth, * the moſt worthy of pity.! 


For no law came down from poi: 5 


2 


and thou art not the. Gop of Iſrael! 

Here PrrLo,. with wrathful counte- 
nance, return'd to his place. NicoDtMus 
ſtood with down: caſt eyes, like one who, 


patient under oppreſſion, experiences in 


his own breaſt all that dignity and eleva- 
. tion of ſentiment, which ariſes from con- 


ſcious virtue and purity of heart. Gra- 


vity ſat on his face, and in his ſoul was 
Heaven. The godlike man was fill'd with 
awful thoughts, and revolv'd in his mind 

the ſolemn night when he difcours'd with 
the Mess1an on myſteries ſublime. 
While the SAviouR ſpake, enraptur'd, 


he beheld his heavenly ſmile, his look of 


grace, the more than human luſtre of his 
eyes: he ſaw. the diſplay of paradiſaical 
innocence, the lofty, the reſplendent 


— 


traces of the Son of Go. This now 


fill'd him with ſilent extaſy; he was too 


highly bleſs'd to be afraid of man. Ele- 


vated by a flaming ardor, an heavenly awe, 
to himſelf he ſeem'd as if ſanding in the 


K 4 
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8 of Gop,, before, the ' affembled 
Ar dee the general Judgment. On 
e d the looks of the whole aſ- 
ſembly. His eye ſerene, fd with. the 
" irreſiſtible fire of awful virtue, terrify d 
"whe ſinner, who beheld him e Yi 
air deen attention, and he us be- 
110 San. 0151 _ 
this 8 am A that with theſe eyes We 
ſeen the MEssTAR! Happy am A5. in 
baving beheld the Horz or ERAEL the 
.Dzrivenen, whom ABRAHAM, While 
. ſolitary walking in the grove of Mamre, 
1 ost long d to ſee]. whom Davip would, 
with joyful tranſport, by bis prayers, have 
brought down from the arms of the FA- 
THER ! whom the prophets with holy 
. tears Jong d to -behold } but whom, Gon 
gave to us the unworthy ! Thou, the 
FiRT-BORN, of the. FaTuzR, full. of 
. grace and truth, didſt divide the Heavens, 
5 Dt come down to bleſs thy people. Vet 
theſe term. thee a Viſionary and a Sinner, 
O chou guiltleſs thou moſt innocent 
—who are they that thus defame thee ? 
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Wben didſt thou invent * viſions ? 
when was thy ſoul "polluted by ſin ?'-Did 
not the divine Jz8vs ſtand before the aſ- 
| ſembled Iiraelites, when thou, O PHH O! 
: walt preſent? didſt thou not then hear 
bim cry aloud, Who among you is able 
to convict me of fin? Where, PriLo, 
5 then this furious wrath—thoſe lips, 
ſlanderous and profane? why didſt thou 
"ad thy furrounding companions Rand 
7 ſpeechleſs? why at firſt did an univerſal 
" filence reign, and every ear remain fix'd 
in expeQation ? There were ſeen faces 
full of rapturous joy, while others were 
fill'd with anxious fear, Ureading left ſome 
"ſhould ſtep forth, and witneſs againft him. 
How awful was this filence this ſuſ- 
| pence! But when among the innumerable 
multitude none ſtepp'ꝰd forth—when none 


could find cauſe of accuſation againſt the 


great PROPHET oF Gop, ſuddenly the 

voices of the applanding people on all 
ſides aſcended to the ſkies; while with the 

loud acclaim Moriah ſhook, and the 


woody ſummit of Olivet trembled ! Then 
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flock d to him the once blind and dumb, and 
with an effuſion of j joy, return'd him their 
grateful ' thanks. T hen the 'numberlefs 
crowds, he had before miraculouſly fed in 
the defarts, haſted to bleſs this FRrEN 
bf man. Then was heard among the 
people the loud voice of the youth whom, 
at the gate of Nain, he had reſtor'd to 
life. Oh more than Man! cry'd he, thou 
Sox Or THE Livine' Gop'! the hand I 


ſtretch out to thee was once Riff! Theſes 


eyes that weep—that weep at ſeeing thee, 
O thou divine—were clos'd ! This ſoul, 
which exulting, is fill'd with fervent love, 
had quitted its fleſhly abode ! They were 
| carrying me to the tombs of the dead . 
But thou to theſe ſtiffen'd limbs to theſe 
clos'd eyes, didſt life and animating heat 
impart! Again, I faw the earth and ſky, 
and by me ſtood my trembling mother! 
Thou call'dſt back the departed foul }! 
— They carry'd me not to my tomb. 
Thou art more than Man ! thou art not 
a ſinner |! Save me, thou Sox of the 
ETERNMAL Gop! thou the promis'd 
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Sesd' the Joy of thy mother! the Joy 
of the earth, by tliee redeem d !? eee 
Thus le ſpake, while PHILo, 7 
Gon- ca eyes, ſat poring on the ground. 
Then after a moment's pauſe he reſum'd, 
Why, O PLO! didſt thou filent ſtand 
before all Judea Vet why need. I here 
relate theſe events! e already know 
them. FHadſt thou, PHIL o, eyes to ſee 
—=hadit thou ears to hear wert not thine 
heart plung'd in the gall of bitterneſs, long 
vouldſt thou have e en 
the Sox of the "ETERNAL FærHER IU or 
wert thou too ſtupid for this, thou ſhould&- 
have ſtood in | awe of Gop, and have re- 
verently waited in the duſt, till the Jus 
of the whole Earth had juſtify d him from 
Heaven, or ſent deſtruction on his head. 
O Religion, thou offspring « of Gop ] thou 
ſacred friend of man] fair daughter of 
Truth ſublimeſt teacher of celeſtial Vir- 
tue ] beſt hleſſing ſent from Heaven l im- 
mortal like thy divine parent] lovely as 
the angels of Gop ! and ſweet as. the eter- 


1 
* 
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nal liſe l., Thou art the ereatreſb of leu. 
ted; Sentiments z the mother of pure De- 
votion; ont as a ſeraph bas nan d- thiee, 
thou, art Excellence inexpreſſible, ben 
thy lucent beam deſcends into the noble 
ſoul! But in the minds of the proud hy- 
pocrite, and of the wicked bigot, how art 
thou ttansform' di thou art then the 
daughter of the firſt incendiary a prieſteſs 
that delights in maſſacres and blood ! NG 
longer bear ſt thou thy native lovely form; 
fair as light, moſt meek and humble 
thou then art black as everlaſting night, and 
imear'd by the blood ſlain by thy mur- 
gerous hand!] Thou art an hideous fiend 
that hovereſt, over altars, ſmoaking witk 
human victims ! Thou, preſumptuous, 
ſtealeſt the thunder reſervꝰd by the Sovæ- 
EICON Jupok for his own uſe |, Thy 
Foot. ſtands on Hell! thy head, menacing, 
towers to Heaven! Thou teacheſt the 
wicked to murder thy beſt friend, him, 
whom thy divine offspring ſang before 
thou appear dſt among men! But O 
Religion Religion 1 doſt thou breathe 
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murder? doſt thou delight in lauren f 
an —No. Sons! ſpirit o Hell ance 
thy name ſome ſpirit of darkneſs wears 
thy garb,  to-fulfib-the counſels of the 
damn'd O Religion, ever fair and love> 
0 Religion, moſt injur'd:! action 
like theſe are far from these, thou offa 
ſpring of the Go of grace and mercy l 
thou fountain of peace l and ſalvation { 
thou ſweeteſt charm ol life !—of- e 
of Heaven Ab + Gen an 28 _ 18 _ 
My ſoub is enſlam'd We codecs g 
Fet: while rapt in the contemplation of 
this amazing ſubject, I am fil'd with pity 
for you- An abhorrence, mix'd with 
compaſſion, ſeizes my ſoul; while Ire. 
flect on your inſenſibility to every hü- 
mane, every generous! ſentiment: that 
you have render'd yourſelves unable to 
diſtinguiſn between religion, and» the 
thirſt of blood: that your dark minds can 
ſcarce diſcern the bright beams that itra- 
diate the fair form of -amighye, Innocence 
But little doth Innocen 


being ſeen of you,” while the” is  feen''by 
The pure SouReE' or AI Goon; and 
by the enraptur'd ſpirits of Heaven! Inno- 
Tence will not fear, though condemn'd by 
the abject ſinner, while ſeraphs ſtand and 
Admire, and” the ETERNAL, ſeated! on 
bis lofty thronte, fffiiles Weichen Oh 
when the ſons of earth riſe and witnefs 
againſt her, how little, how contemptible 


will they make, when ſtanding before the 
whole aſſembly of the awaken' d dead? 
when all the hoſt of Heaven ſhalt witneſs 
againſt” them !-—when the loud voice of a 
cherub ſhall call the ſaints they have per- 
Tecuted !— when the LoR PD himſelf ſhall 
ſpeak, and lead them triumphant into 
glory! How will they then, ſeiz'd with 
horror, call to the hills, to hide them to 
the mountains, to fall upon their heads 
to the ſea, to overwhelm them with its 
wpyraves! and to deſolation, to reduce them 
to nothing! that they may be hid from 
thoſe they have unjuſtly condemn'd, and 


f 
[ 
171 
£34 
&! 
4 
4 
N 
* 
N. 
uz 
#2] 
Nh 
i * 
1 
* 
4 
1 
21 
4} 
Ss 
! > 
* 
$ | 
Tit 
. 
J 
* 
i I 
*3 
i! 
. 
qi 
3 
ot 
43 
T3: 
I 1 4 
+} 5 
41 
81 
4 . 
1 UK 
17 
f 
311. 
Ang 
 FB:1Y 
1 . 
7846 
14, 
3 1 
1 
. 
1 
0 N 
i 
51 
be 1s 


; 
3 
o 
} 
44 
' $i 
4 
7 
1 
'$ 

# 

1 


382 THE MESSIAH! B85 Ib. 


not meet the eye of the dreaded righteous! 


— 


do they appear! But what appearance 
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that they may. be hid from the tremen- 
dous wrath of the mighty: ede 3 ve 
will eſpouſe their cauſe !— | | 
Strengthen me, ye lofty ideas of 4 
| folemny the univerſal judgment! May ye 
be to me as the mount of Gov, to which 
1 may fly, when — O my dying Lonn ! 
thy laſt look ſtrikes through my ſoul l — 
Too plainly do I already feel the ſtrong 
emotions that will then ſwell my heart! 
When I think of thy approaching death, 
a two- edg'd ſword ſeems to glitter over , 
my head.—In vain, ye lofty ideas of the 
coming judgment, do ye elevate my ſoul 
—a full heart, ſwell'd with grief like 
mine, attends not the awful trump. Shalt 
thou die ?=thou divine—thou-who, when 
young, I have carry'd in theſe Pi and 
claſp'd to my heart, with ſilent joyful ad- 
miration? Men, diſtinguiſh'd by their 
wiſdom and learning, with amazement 
gather'd round thee, and improv'd by thy 
diſcourſe! Even legions of celeſtial ſpirits 
iſſu'd from the everlaſting gates, and de- 
ſcended to hear the words of thy mouth: 
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return d FED ngi, 15 


eee level plains, Thus, thou. treadeſt | 
n the fluid waters. The heayens ſee thee 
ng on the liquid deep!— Salt thou 
ids Ves, if ſuch be the lacred decree 
of the ETERNAL, thou ſhalt die—If the 
Most Hicn has reſoly'd not to interpoſe, 


but to ſuffer theſe moſt impious to dip 


their guilty hands in thy ſacred blood 
thou ſhalt die ! But I will weep over thy 
grave. I will go to the holy brook .of 
Bethlehem, where Mary bore thee.— 


There will I bewail thy death !—there 


will I die I will lament over thee, thou 


belt of. all the human race thou Sox of 


Gor ; thou ANGEL oF THE Covenant! 


thou. Prince or Peace. May my tomb 
be near to that of the righteous Ixsus— 


near the bones that reſt in peace and ſafety, 


| ; 49. awake to ws. eternal Yet why, do i 


- 3 4. +4 


Hood | Rl thou ex 1 0 = 
call me to thyſelf! "for 1 be no part in 
the council of 7 | 94019 eie 2 AaNh 
_ Haying thus poke, "He! for a fe mö⸗- 
ments ſtood fileht, and theft with a con. 
"ten; es ferene'# that of the! happy feraph, 
65 J, PriLo, thou curſeſt me; but 
thee? bleſs. This I have lern d from my 
Tony and SAVtour, hom thou wouldſe 
flay—Fo or thou wouldfe flay gentle Merey 
and forgiving Grace,” Liſten, oh liſten to 
my advice, and and know him. When thou 
"Handel on the brink of Galth oth he 
Innocent blood thou haſt ſpilt terrifies thee, 
and overflows thy ſoul like a deluge 
When thy revengeful voice echoes back, 
"and pierces thine ear like a tempeſt—jehin 
thou halt ſeem to hear around thiee, 
amidſt the darkning gloom of \enbreaſiby | 
"horrors, the Wolle of the Mosr Hen, 
preceded by the trumpets terrific ſound: 
00 ſtroke of the glittering (Word whetted 
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for deſtruction: the fiery arrows drunk 
with the blood of the cruel: then will 
thoughts, far different from thoſe that 
now employ thy mind, ruſh on thy ſoul. 
Thou wilt then in the bittereſt agonies, 
and with the moſ\doleful cries, bowing 
and wreathing thy limbs, ſupplicate thy 
Joes, and implore his mercy; and 
then—then in that awful and tremendous 
moment of expiring nature, may Gop 
hear thy ſupplications, pity thy tears and 
thy groans, and regard thee WW N 
| ah | 
Fe then paſs'd. Ihro6oh as 1 ge- 
Akte by Joskpn. The ſeraph 
IrnunfEL, ſeeing the godlike NicbpE- 
Mus leave the aſſembly, | roſe with ex- 
tended wings, and enraptur'd hover'd in 
the air. His eyes beam'd with reſplendent 
joy; and a heavenly ſmile adorn'd his face, 
So one of the celeſſiab hoſt, fill'd with di- 
vine love, and extatic rapture; ſtands on 
one of the blooming hills that encompaſs 
the eternal throne, while ELoa;-in the 
divine preſence, joining his melodious 
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lyre, fings the rewards of virtue, and the 

extaſies of ſriends meeting in the bliſsful 
regions: Meanwhile the liſtening angel is 
loft in admiration. The ſpeaking firings; 
in ſounds mellifluous, ſwell with higher, 
and ſtill higher ftrains, while each thought 
riſes on thought, till he ſpreads his golden 
wings, and riſing, flutters enraptur d, diſ- 
ſolv'd in joys unutterable. Thus hover'd 
ITHORIEL, while to himſelf he fad, O 
human race ! with what bleflings ſhall ye 
be crown'd, if © after the great RE 
 DEEMER'S death, ye riſe to ſublime per 
fection, and each Chriſtian reſembles this 
righteous man! Regardleſs of Sa TAx, he 
ſuffer'd him to hear his words. The 

arch-apoſtate perceiv'd his extaſy, and felt 
with pain the triumph of the towering 
ſeraph, who aſcended towards Heaven. 
Nicopkuvs, addreſſing himſelf to Jo- 
SEPH, as they left the aſſembly, cry'd, 
My dear friend, thou ſeem'ſt cover'd 
with ſhame ! This pierc'd the ſoul of 
"Fran; for already he had ſecretly la- 
mented his timid — _ now trem- 
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bling, and unable to ſpeak, he left Nr- 
cops, and 'flPd with inward” an- 


guiſh, lift up his humbled oth vow Ster 


towards Heaven. 
ch When Nrcopemvs red; hs vena 
aſſembly. were ſtruck with profound con- 
ſternation ; for he had transfix d their 
fouls, and AW them with the deepeſt 
V y then ſtrove to benumb 


the 1 of pain; but on the 


great, the deciſive day of judgment, theſe 


wounds ſhall open and bleed afreſh ; eter- 


nally bleed; and no longer ſhall they be 
able to ſtifle the ſecret monitor within. 
All were now ſilent; and the council was 


fuddenly riſing, when Jodas—the deteſt- 
able Jup As, enter d. Wondering, they 
| oe him paſs through the crowded ball, 


„with à compos'd air, approach the 
ur who, with wicked joy, in- 


ein' d his head to hear him, and then ad- 


mitted him to a private audience. This 
being ended, Carapnas return'd to the 
chuncil, and ſaid, Some there are in Iſ- 


* 
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man is one of his diſciples, and yet he has 
the courage to adhere to the. ordinances of 
our fathers. He deſerves à reward. ur 
DAS took the ſilver, and,,.tranſported. ""Y 
the honour; done him by the pontiff, 
walk'd with an arrogant air of dignity out 
of the council. The reward indeed. ap- 
pear d to him too ſmall; but he Hatter'd 
e eee 
greatly enlarg'd, when, by his- zeal and ac- 
tivity, he ſhould carry his treachery, into 
ſucceſsful execution. Philo, - however, 
with a look of hatred, viewed the diſciple 
| paſs along; for be was ſecretly yex'd, that 
one of the loweſt. of the, people, ſhould 
| haye a ſhare of the honour which he had 
propos d to arrogate entirely to himſelf. 
| Vet on his return, the diſſembling hypo- | 
crite-gave him a. ſmile of approhation, and 
continu'd looking at Jupa's till he had 
left the aſſembly. Thus the firſt of mur- 
derers, with a look of mockery and tri- 
umnph, follows with his eye the ambitious 
conqueror ruſhing into the battle. Jt Was _ 
/heithat, taught, him n al cruelty, and 
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bid the idle dream of everlaſting ſame Aut- | 
ter at his heart, and ſparkle in his eye, 


While the verdant laurel ſeems to ſprout 
around bis brow: Already the din and 
tumult of the àrm'd field ſounds delightful 
in his ear! Unmov'd he bears the groans 
of the dying; forgetting the bright, the 
immortal hopes Chriſtianity affords, and 
that the thunder of the laſt judgment, 
Thall awake both him and them! S0 Jo- 
As, accompany*d by the eyes and wiſhes 
of the Phariſees, abſorb'd in golden a: 200 


went in quelt of JesUs. 
* Forth from the banks of the wk of 


ol Cedron came the Mts$tan, walking 
through the grove of palms that ſhades the 
valley. There beholding the city, and his 
; afſembled enemies, he cry'd, No more, 


| 0 Jeruſalem! do I lament thy children. 


See here are the ſepulchres of the ſaints 


whom thou haſt Nain! yet many of thy 


ſons will one day be mine, and join with | 
ous my diſciples, in bearing witneſs of 
me ! I will now accompliſh my almighty 
F ATHER' s will, and foon will all be un- 
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veil'd to 50. G0 PETER. and thou 
; Jou, my faithful, my 'beloy'd diſciples, 
to the city, where you will ſee within the 
walls a man bearing a pitcher of water. 
Mith affectionate ama ement will he caſt 
his eyes on you. Fallow his ſteps, and 
where he enters, alk the good man of the 
_ houſe, ſaying, Where is the gueſt , cham- 
ber, that the Maſter may eat with his diſ- 
eiples? He will courteouſly conduct you 


dag be uppen raemf and bee! . * 


| ready. 9 n 


The 650 diſciples f e rw lee as 


Jesus had ſaid. While the lamb was 
preparing, PETER, who eagetly expect- 
ed his LoD, aſcended to the flat roof of 
the houſe, to ſee if the could perceive him 

g. But while his eye was rambling 


= ſearch: of his Lord, he heheld Ma RY, . 


the mother of Ju sus, accompany'd by a 
few friends. She - appear'd. fatigu'd,, and 
in pain; for ſeveral days had ſhe ſought 
ber ſon, and paſs d each tedious night in 
tears. Vet ſerene ſhe walk' d, though un- 


conſcious of the dignity ſhe deriy'd from 


- 
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from her native purity and unſully'd vir- 
had never enter'd, and a noble ſoul worthy, 
if ever a fair mortaPs was, of Evx, the 
firſt of women, when adorn'd with un- 
amidſt her friends. Cloſe by her ſide was 
LAZ Akxus, from his ſhort death awak'd, 
fflill'd with heavenly ſenſations, and ſecure 
of immortal liſe. His downcaft eye ap- 
pear'd filld with | myſterious. thoughts, 
blended with dignity inexpreſſible by mor- 
tal ſpeech, ang only felt by the happy dy- 
ing Chriſtian, who ſmiles at the hour of 
death. Lazarus was then-rapt-in me- 
ditation, on the ſeparation of his ſoul, _ 
and its return to the body, when at the 
MEss1an's call he aroſe from the duſt. 
He was follow'd by his ſiſter Mary, who 
devoutly liſtening to CRRIST, had been 
melted by his diſcourſe, when chuſing the 
better part, ſhe ſat weeping at his feet. 
Paleneſs and languor now overſpread her 
countenance. In her eyes ſtood the qui- 
vering tear, which ſhe ſtrove to reſtrain. 
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m Jrsvs Bad pro- 
be without guile, had gain'd 
ner heart, and both he and her heavenly 
brother, who had been reſtor d to life di- 
vided the tender virgin's thoughts. Un- 
mov'd- ſhe felt the approach of Death: 
et already fymbathfr d in the grief that: 
won be felt by *NA TH ANTEL, and her 
half immortal brother. Near her walk'd' 
the modeſt CI DTT, the daughter of Ja- 
Rus. Scarce had twelve guiltleſs years 
paſs*d over her head, when in the chear- 
ful gaiety of blooming life, ſhe lay down 
in a peaceful field, and died in the pre- 
ſence of her mother. Then came the gra- 
cious MEs81amny and calling her back to 
life, reſtor'd her to her afflicted, now 
tranſported parent. In heavenly ſanctity, 
ſhe bore the traces of her reſurrection, 
and already appear'd half divine: but ſhe 

was ſtill a ſtranger to the glory that was to 
crown her future life, and had not yet ob- 
tain d the full blown beauty of ripen'd age: 


yet was her pious ſoul impreſo%d- with: a 
noble love. Thus mov'd the — 
9 L 
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the faireſt of the daughters of ISR AE, 
when rais'd by her mother under the 
apple tree: there her mother brought her 
forth; there ſhe brought her forth that 
bare her. Soft ſhe calꝰd her ſleeping 
daughter, with liſping voice. The fair 
one then aroſe, and follow'd her guiding 
ſteps into the myrtle grove, under the 
refreſhing coolneſs of the inviting ſhades; 
were in clouds of ſpicy fragrance, the 
| heavenly loves hover'd inviſible; inſpir'd 
by them, ſhe there firſt inhal'd ſublime 
ſenſations, and trembling wiſh'd to find 
the youth who, created for her, was 
inflam'd with the ſame” ſacred emotions. 
Thus walk'd CIpII, leaning on the arm 
of the devout Maxy, the ſiſter of LAZ A- 
RUs. She was accom pany*d by SaMrpA, 
whom the Saviour had rais'd from the 
dead by the walls of Nain. He was in 
the bloom of life; his hair hung in curls. 
on his ſhoulders, and he appear'd as beau- 
tiful as David, when fitting by Bethle- 
hem's limpid ſtream, he was raviſſi'd at 
hearing the ALMIGHT “IS voice. But the 
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_ ſmile of Davin. gat not on che face of 

 SAMIDA»/ 1) | 
No- Many; ahi ee of Try 

lifting up her eyes, diſcover'd PETER. 
Speedily ſhe- haſted to him to find the 
Mess1an. PETER having return'd into 
the room of the feaſt, went with Jonx 
to meet her. They beheld her coming, 
and ſtood amaz'd, ſo ſtrongly was the 
elevation of her mind expreſs'd in her 
face, and with ſuch dignity was her form 
-inveſted by him, who before his being 
Man, was Creator, and ſuch again will 
he appear, when at his call the duſt of the 
| dead ſhall form new and immortal bodies, 
and again cloathe the ſouls they before in- 
veſted. Her attendants, two of the moſt 
amiable daughters of Judea, and who moſt 
deſerv'd her affection, walk'd on each 
ſide with ſweet and humble modeſty. As 
above all the mountains of Judea, Tabor, 
the reſplendent witneſs of the bright tranſ- 
figuration riſes ſupereminent, ſo amidſt 
theſe holy women Marr roſe graceful. 
When among theſe favour'd diſciples ſhe 
| "hs 


3 
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ſaw not Jzsvs, | ſhe ſtood oppreſs'd with 
grief: but at length, recovering her 
ſpeech, ſhe turn'd to Johx, and ſmiling, 
while the big tear, with trembling luſtre, 
ert in her eye, thus addreſs'd him? 
He whom I have often borne” in my 
arms —he who oft with looks of filial love 
has lain neareſt my*heart—I tremble at 
calling my ſon: for too exalted is he for a 
mortal mother too great is his power - too 
great his miracles for one born and belov'd 
of me Where, O deareſt JoHxN I ah! 
where is the Son of the | ETERNAL 
Long have I, with folicitous inquietude 
every where ſought him—ſought to pre- 
vent his coming to Jeruſalem, the profane, 
the murderous city that ſeekshis life. They 
would put HIM to death, whom mine arms 
have borne; whom my breaſt has nou- 
Tiſh'd ; whom my tearful eyes have viewed | 
with maternal tenderneſs! 
The pious Jox with gentle voice re- 
ply'd: By the command of the Loxp, 
we here prepare the feaſt of the paſſover. 
Soon will he return from Bethany. O 


8 Book IV. THE MES SIAH. 197 
MARY] wait his coming, and then reveal | 
all that thine heart, with ſuch maternal * 
fondneſs, longs to expreſs; and its great 
emotions ſo worthy of the ba a 
HRE. 
All were now lent. The ſiſter of La- 
- ZARUS;. who had oft, enraptur'd, liſten'd 
to .Jesus, gently lean'd on her beloy'd 
 CipLz, and to CIpII Sanin drew 
near, with down- caſt looks. | She, no 
: ſtranger to the pain that long had ſwell'd _ 
the heart of SAMIDA,; look*d-afide at him; |, 
in his melancholy. eyes ſhe read the ſenſa- 
tions of his. ſoul, and beholding the dig- 
- nity: with which. ſuffering virtue adorns , 
the countenance, her heart melted, and 
ſhe indulg'd theſe tender thoughts. 
ue youth! for me he paſſes his 
5 like in grief, his days in ſorrow ! Oh that 
I were worthy. of thee ! and that thy 
_ CipLi.deſerv'd . thy. pure and heavenly 
love! Long have I wiſh'd to be thine, to 
learn from thee, why virtue is ſo loyely 
and ſo bleſs d! Thee I love, as in ancient 
| u the e Jeruſalem loy'd! 
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I love thee as a young lamb, that at thy nod 


3 


delights to play before thee; as the lilly of 


the valley is brought forth and nouriſh'd 
by the early day, ſo in thy pure embrace 


would I be form'd for thine eternal love! 


Ah my mother, why haſt thou renew'd to 


me the ſevere command of Heaven? 


but I am ſilent I obey the wiſdom of an 
affectionate parent, and the voice of Gon 


"ſpeaking in her! to bim am I devoted]! 1 


ami rais'd from the dead ! too little do I 
belong to the earth to be given to a mor- 
tal] Ceaſe then, thou amiable youth, thine 

afflictions, thy tender ſighs! Oh that I 
might again delighted behold that face 


dreſs'd in chearful ſmiles, and wet with 
no tears but thoſe of joy; pleas*d may I 


again behold thee, as when a youth, thou 
 \miPdft at ſeeing me eſcape from my mo- 


_ther's fondling arms to run to thide. 

Affected by theſe tender ſentiments, her 
tears fore'd their way, which SADA 
perceiv'd, though CIDIIT abaſh'd, cover'd 
| her face with her veil. He then ſoſily 


ſtole dejected from the company, and 


— 
— 
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| alone, lookir „n dn eee in 
plaintive accent: ery:d2 '81q o ertailsh 
Df Why does ſhe weep? No longer could 
I bebold her tears] they break my heart | 
Ve precious drops, which ſilent ſtand 
one of you ſhed ſor me that one would 
be to me reſt and oonſolation! I ill inceſ- 
ſantly g -grieve ſor her] My mind {o 
full of ſoft ſollicitude—my gloomy mind ſo 
full of ſorrow, is fill'd with thoughts of 
ber ! O thou immortal part of me thou 
Soul that inkabits this tabernacle of clay! 
Dor thou Reaſon, inform me of my fate, | 
and diſperſe the clouds that hang over me. 
Tir'd am Jof wei tir d am I of be- 
ing thus overelouded with perpetual gloom. 
Why, when: I ſee. her, who, perhaps, is 
no longer mortal hy, when | ſhe is ab- 
ſent, is ſhe ſtill the ſubject of my thoughts? 
ideas, all centring in love! Why flows 
from CIDII s lips the ſoft, the filver found? 


o - 
Or 
SCE, Seton — — 
— - a 5 
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ber ſoul looks out, fl my throbbing heart 


with ſuch ſtrong, ſuch dear emotions? 
f eee ee noble 10 Kane 


*. * 


5 © fable wing, n over. my head, apes I 
a, * that * loves me not her Far- 


wi baſtin g to "uh grave, to — I was once 


ſo near Often do I then attempt, with 
powerful arms, to combat my ſorrow. 


Every ſentiment does my ſoul aſſemble 


that can evince its high birth and native 
dignity. Be thyſelf, Icry, thou heavenly 
form, thou immortal ſubſtance ! and thus 
do I endeavour to inſpire my mind with 
a noble firmneſs and magnanimity. Vet 
ſilent it remains, and looking on its tender 


am I oblig'd to feel this everlaſting flame, 


and yet meet no return? Oh, why does 


my heart become ſo miſerable, by aſpiring 
to an union with a heart ſo noble? Why 
do I ſtill inceſſantly repeat her name? But 
can I ever ceaſe to remember her ? Oh 
what voice divine is this, that in ſacred 
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whiſpers, and in harmonious” ftrains, 
which none but tender ſouls can hear, 
tells me, that my love ſhall be eternal? 1 
will then ever love thee !—be thou filent 
or reſerved, thou ſhalt ever be the object 
of my love! Ah, CrpLr, could I, with 
humble awe, preſume to think that thou 
wert form'd for me, how tranquil would 
be my heart! Thy love, O Ciprf! 
would fill my foul with joy! Oh, that I 
might be allow'd to indulge the pleaſing 
thought, that thou, heavenly fair, wilt be 
forever mine mine through the endleſs 
duration of eternity! This I call, created 
for me. My love of thee has taught me 
to know the exalted charms of Virtue, 
once to me inviſible ! My heart with glad 
ſolicitude obeys her precepts. Thy voice, 
O Duty! I hear from afar—thy ſecret 
whiſpers filent lead me: their divine 
ſound, when none has heard, has ſtruck 
my ear, and not in vain! With child-like 


innocence, my obedient: heart fulfils thine _ . - 


eaſy injunctions; nor ſhall the poſſeſſion 
of her who is dearer to me than the whole 
"E's 
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creation, be polluted by guilt. What 2 
gift, O CIp III wouldſt thou be to me! 
how would I thank the Giver, and borne 
on thy purity, as on wings, approach 
nearer to the SUPREMELY AMIABLE, 
who has form'd thee. thus lovely who 
has render'd my heart ſo tender, and thine | 
ſo divine]! As at thy birth, thy mother 
view'd thee with extatic ſmiles : as ſhe 
hung over thy dying face, when thou in 
her embrace expired; then ſhe heard not 
the tread of the approaching foot, nor the 
voice of the helpers in Juda: ſo oft has my 
ſoul, with each ſenſation, with each 
, trembled at the momentous 
thought, that thou, O CrpII! art cre- 
ated for me! My contemplative faculties 
have hung over thee expanded, view'd thy 
purity, the ſublimity of thine ideas, the 
dignity of thy conceptions, till I became 
inebriated by raptures that ſeldom flow 
from Heaven into the heart of man But 
when invaded by other thoughts, and lying 
in ſilent nocturnal gloom, my ſoul became 
| giffoly'd; in tender Wow then appear 'd 
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abandon'd by all, and confin'd to à pan 


ful folitude?' thou wert no longer with 
me,; and the whole creation. was to me 
2 ſpacious void! Oh for the fake ef all 
that is ſacred for the ſake of that virtue 
and love, and inward beauty, which raife 
: thy ſpotleſs ſoul above the duſt of the 
earth; or if there be any thing fill more 
Precious and exalted—by thy awaking 
from death, and by thine immortulity, 
when cloath'd in light, thou ſhalt "dwell 
among the bleſt inhabitants of Heaven — 
by the crowns, the rewards of virtue, I 
conjure thee, my dear CivLr, commu- 
nicate to me the thoughts, the ſenfations 
of thine heart! Is it poſſible that it ſhould 
not know mine fo ful of love EO mine that : 


bleeds 1b 

Oh the e! the PO, the an 
rous idea! ſhe has been raisd from the 
dead ! —1 too have been awak'd from 
death — perhaps. to die no more! and 
| both—to a higher life — But —ſilence ye 
bold, ye ardent wiſhes !=thefe thoughts 
may carry me too far; and, perhaps, 
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with too much ardour do I love yet can 


1 with too much ardour love | her—her 


with whom in that exalted life, I more 
deſire to live, than here in the duſt be- 
low ! With her, whether on high, or 
upon earth, I ardent long to join in love 
to the ETERNAL.! and to pour out our 
Fouls in grateful affection to his divine 
Sox, our Lokp, and our REDEEMER |! 
hut is he not now in danger of being 
put to death? — Vet can he die who has 
rais d me from the dead ?— How often 
has he already eluded the perſecutor's 
rage but when dangers: threaten his ſa- 
cred life, ought I to indulge theſe thoughts 
of love? - O pardon me, thou divine 
IJEsus! let all my private griefs be loſt in 
my concern for thee ! and thou, my ſoul, 
fix thine whole attention on the deſigns 
of theſe moſt hardenꝰ d moſt ungrateful 
men, againſt thy LoRp, thy Saviour. 
SAMIDA now leaving Jeruſalem, haſted 
to the ſilent, the lonely rock, in which 
had been lately hewn his ſepulchre. 


* 4 
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Meanwhile the mother of Ixsus, with 
anxious look, addreſs'd herſelf to Johx. 

He does not come, I will go and meet 

him -l will go and meet the Messram, 

my ſon, ſaid ſhe.—I will find him, if his 
cruel enemies have not dipp'd their hands 
in his blood, and number'd him among 
the holy prophets who ſleep in death I If 
he yet lives —if I be worthy to behold the 
lovely form, the attractive graces of my 
prophetie ſon, and his countenance beam- 
ing love divine, will once more conde- 
ſcend to ſmile on his enraptur'd mother, 

J will loſe my anguiſhat his feet, where he 

.graciouſly ſuffer'd MARY MacpaLene, 

who is not his mother, to weep. With 

awful reverence will I alſo proſtrate my- 
ſelf before him I will graſp his knees I 
too will wet his feet with my tears! 

Then looking up to his face benign, I'M 

ſay, By thoſe tears, the firſt fruits of thy 

compaſſion, that ſtream'd from thine eyes 
at thy birth ! by that extatic, that tranſ- 
porting rapture that was diffus'd through 
my whole ſoul, when the immortals ſtruck 
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my ears with heavenly harmony, and in 


divine hymns ſung thy nativity ] If ever I 
was dear to thee—if thou ſtill remember ſt 
the filial affection with which thou re- 


turnedſt thy mother's joy, when, after ſo- 


lcitous ſcarch, I found. thee in ſacred dig- 


- nity among the prieſts, who, by thy 


words, were with mute amazement filfd : 
Then, O my Son T flew to thee with 
open arms.— I ſaw neither temple nor 
prieſt — Thou waſt all to me ] preſs d 
thee to my heart, and lifting up my eyes, 
ador'd the great JERovan !'Oh by that 


mn joy, the foretaſte of eternal feli - 


by thy humanity and gentle conde- 
le to all, have compaſſion on me; 
diſappoint the deſigns of thine ene- 


mies, and do not die. Thus ſhe ſpake, 


and then haſted to meet her Son. 80 the | 
devout ejaculations of the enraptur'd mind 
aſcend to him by whom. ny are in- 


The great . beheld his mother 


advancing towards him; not with the eye 
of ſenſe; but with that intuitive percep- 
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tion by which he penetrates the thoughts 
of the enraptur'd feraph. Ah! I will, 
after my reſurrection, ſaid he, have pity 
on thee, with a pity beyond that of a mo- 
ther for her only ſon ! and then turn'd 
aſide. 

Now advanc'd the grey evening, 855 
| lence reign'd all around, and he flowly 
went to the hill of Golgotha, near which 
was a ſolitary ſepulchre hewn in the rock, 


wherein no mouldering corpſe had yet re- 
turn'd to its original duſt. This had been 


form'd by the devout Josten of Arima- 
thea, that on the laft day, when Death 


_ * ſhall end his reign, he might there riſe 


from the earth. He knew not for whom 


he had order'd it to be hewn: or that 


there was to be laid the body of the great 
MEssIan ! Jesvs ſtood by the ſepulchre, 


and caſting up to the hill of Golgotha, a 


look of ſacred grief, thus to himſelf faid : 
Now declines the day. Now comes 


the prayerful night reſting on Gethſemane. 


Soon will the day again enlighten that hill, 


and the dayning morn ariſe on Golgotha, 
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Then thou, who containeſt the bones * 
the meaneſt ſinners, ſhalt become an al- 
tar! On thee the victim is willing to be 
ſlain ! ſoon will it bleed! Welcome death 
for the human race ! Then will my graci- 
ous FATHER Jook-down on me from his 
exalted: throne, where once. I ſat in his 
embrace! Me will the angels of Gop be- 
hold, and thoſe for whom I die! Wel- 
come death for the heirs of eternal life 
There in the boſom of the Fa THER have 
I fat, the CREATOR of man, and the 
FRIEND of the created! I am now, O 
man become thy Brother ! 'and though | 
once array'd in celeſtial ſplendor, yet 
wounded will I die, bleeding on thy hill, 

O Golgotha Then — (Here he turn'd, 
and look'd into the ſepulchre) then will 
this body paſs a day, and twa nights with- 
in the ſilent manſion of that/cool tomb, in 
a ſofter ſleep than that of Adam, when 
the great myſtery of death was firſt un- 
folded, and he, one melancholy even- 
ing, heard the decree, Thou muſt lie 


down and die. Many centuries has he 
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Dept, and over him has the feet of his de- 
ſcendents walk' d, while he hears not the 
ſound. They too are dead, and on their 
bones the feet of their offspring have, 


careleſs, trod! But amidſt the joys of a 
bliſsful eternity, can any felicity be com- 


par'd to mine? the righteous ſhall all 
tranſported awake in peace, in rejoicing 
and triumph, awake ! When my body 


has ſlept in this narrow manſion, and T 


have rais'd to endleſs life the bones of the 


dead, then every care, every doubt will 


cłaſe every tear be forever wip'd away 


Din Wilr be the intröductioh td trivin- © 


| ee joy and ſweet ſenſations. Nor the 
grim tyrant, nor the threatening tomb, 


ſhall appear on the new earth. The re- 


flection fills me with a rapture that be- 
numbs all human ſenſation. The bleſs'd 
in lucid white | ſhall walk ſerene. Many 
ſhall bear wounds like thoſe of the Son 


of Max — reſpkendent wounds! They 
ſhall hymn the VIc rox, and call him by 


| the tender names of Son and Brother. 
What earthly mortal, what inhabitant of 
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e can count their number ? their 
name is Myriads; and all mine “ Old 
things ſhall then be done away, and be- . 
_ inſt Golgotha muſt ſee me die, and that 
een incloſe this mortal frame. 
The MsszAn then quicken'd his pace. 

| 1 lurking in the dim twilight found 
him near the wall of Jeruſalem, and fi- 
[lent ones: ney: on faints, — 
of guilt. IT HUREL, who had gone be- 
fore him, had heard from the top of an 
olive the approaching Rep of the MssrAR, 
and deſcending as Ixsus paſs'd by, walk d 

| with him inviſible, and in accents ſoft FO 
the laſt thoughts of the Aying Chriſtian, 
thus ſpake : ee IAG SIS; it 
„Thou, O ee e that 
don, 88 betray'd by Jun as —by him who 
has been inſtructed by thine example by 
him who has ſeen thy miracles—by him 
to whom thy lips have unfolded the myſ- 
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condeſcended to call thy diſciple... Still 
the harmonious voice of the ſublime 
ELoOA charms my ear: ſtill are open 
his lips, calling me to -baſte down to 
earth, to be the tutelar ſpirit: of Jun as! 
but, ah, I leave the ſinner l no longer can 
I be his guardian! againſt him ſhall T wit- 


neſs. on the great day of retribution |— 


. againſt him ſhall I fpeak with the voice of 


thunder. Between the reſplendent ſeats 
or thoſe that are worthy to ſit with thee, 


judging the world, will I come forth, 


| Cloath'd in darkneſs,” and extending; my 


hand towards the cloud that will envellop 

blood trickled down from the croſs 1 O 

thou who haſt bled and dy'd by the hands 
of thoſe thou lovedſt! Jupp As IscARIOTr 
bas drank iniquity, and againſt this dread- 
ful day has ſteep'd his ſoul in blackeſt 
guilt. He has call'd down deſtruction 
on his head, and deferv'd the fate of the 
reprobate. Let him be driven from the 
preſence of the Lox n. Let him walk in 
the path of eternal perdition. His guilt 
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be upon himſelf : 85 am innocent of the 
blood of the ſinner. fa 
Here the immortal Paus Uf but in twokin 
at the MepiaToR, and reading in his 
eye, that he might farther” difcloſe _ 
concern, he thus'continu'd:.” © 
Alas ! what different thoughts id 1. 


once entertain of the diſciple of the gra- 


cious FriEnD or Max. Thou, - Ju- 
pus, ſaid I, ſhall, by glorious wounds, 
bear witneſs of thy Loxp, and when 
thou dyeſt a martyr for the truth, thou 
ſhalt hear the ſublime ſongs we ſhall ſing 


before the Victors. Oh didſt thou but 


thus die, thy ſoul would be array'd in 
Light, and thy friend would then, rejoic- 
ing, conduct thee in triumph to the 
MxssrAk, the firſt of *ConQUERORs. 
Among the golden ſeats,” plac'd for the 
twelve elected by the MxssTAR, I ſhould 
have pointed out that rais'd for thee. At 
the ſight of the radiant ſeat,” and of him 
who fits on the throne, thy ſoul would 
overflow with tranſport! 1 ſhould” have 


ſtild thee my friend, my brother] with 


% 
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ſofteſt voice I ſhould have call'd thee my 
fellow ſeraph ! Then would my Jupas 
2 to me the myſteries of Chriſtiani- 
: his ſenſations. when the Spirit which 
had the holy prophets, deſcended upon 
bim from Heaven—when-thou, O Ju- 
DAS! recei v dſt the fortitude to deſpiſe 
death when taught by the Horx 8pI- 
RI T, thy heart pray'd in words unutter- 
able, and taſted of the innocence of Para- 
diſe.— But theſe thoughts are fled- As 
the ſmiling Spring drops her flowers, as 
. the bloom of life fades, ere it is ripen d by 
time, ſo all is paſs'd away. . Forſaken am 
I by. the diſciple ! Lately. was I the guar- 
dian angel of a faint : but now ſolitary 1 
ong the angels, who look upon 
me with ſilent ſympathy, Speak the 
word, O divine Mess1An ! ſhall I return 
to. the celeſtial regions ? or am I ma 
to behold thy death? | 
Izsus, with a; pe look, an- 5 
© ſwer'd the ſeraph, Simon PR ER will 
alſo be tempted by the malicious deſtroyer, 
I therefore appoint thee his angel. Two 


have the Tame number. fe 5 pet 
after hear the celeſtial hymns, ſung” by 
thoſe who ſhall Join the triumphant” hoſt. 
above, and i in og Gen ep he "reſennibils” 
me. L Fi FRET e 
On Hearings bis; e apy with wid 
joy, flew to embrace Oxkrow, his fellow 
guardian. Isos now haſted to celebrate 
the laſt convivial feaſt his diſciples, 
and paſfing by the fplendid palaces of Tuxu- 
rious finners, enter*d the more peaceful 
dwelling of an obſcure upright man. The 
diſciples ſilently reclin'd around the table 
on which was plac'd the lamb” of the co- 
venant. Next to the Mressran was 
Jon, on whoſe face fat an affectionate 
ſmile. "With ſweet” ſerenity” Je$vs then 
look'd round on his diſeiples: his eye 
| diſpens'd peace, ſoft repoſe, and a pleaf- 
ing melancholy, full of deep contempla- 
tion, and calm heatt-felt felicity. So Jo- 
skrh appear'd among his brethren, after 
feeling the firſt raptures, When his tears, 
his ſpeaking tears, ceas'd to Row: when 


8 29 . 


* 
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he no longer hung on his brother Bega. 


MIN, and he knew that his e e 
. wagiilalives.. ©, 1 ny ; 
Mention now, my Muſe, hin POT 
of. the; Lover to bis Belov'd, and all the 
ſpeech of mourning friendſhip. As when - 
| che dige wies ich the exalted James 
was fliFd a Son of Thunder, ſaw in ſoli- 
tary Patmos revelations pour'd forth, ang 
from the heart of the MzssrAB, the ſoul 
of ſentiment ſpoke, while from the SA 
vioux's eye, he enraptur d look'd up to 
Heaven; ſo may my Ae with b facred- 
ſimplicity, pathetic flow:-. - n 
Jesus now, with a . de, 
cry'd, Greatly have I deſir'd to cat this 
repaſt with you, my diſciples, before 1 
ſuffer — ſoon will be accompliſh'd the pre- 
dictions of thoſe who. ſpake of me. Ye 
know the prophet that was worthy to ſee 
the divine appearance, who heard the 
vbice of the ſeraphs over a throne in the 
temple, while the Heavens reſounded with 
their feſtal; Hallelujahs, and their crying 
to ag other, Holy, holy, wy is the 


THER ; with him was I in the temple: 
for before ABRAHAM was, I am—before 
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4 Logp OF Hosr sI the whole earth bs Z 


full of his glory ! then the poſts of the 
doors mov'd at the voice of him that 


cry d: the temple was fill'd with ſmoke3 
the ſanctuary with clouds of votive in- 


cenſe. Then was I preſent- with my Fa- 


this ſacred land with the mountain of 
Gop aroſe from the waters—before the | 


world itſelf was form'd, I was. But theſe 


thoughts, in all their amplitude, ye can- 
not yet comprehend. This divine pro- 
phet, who ſaw the glory of the Mosr 
His, at length cry'd, Lo, I behold: in 

Futurity, a branch ſpringing out of the 


ſtem of JEssE, that ſhall grow. up before 8 


the LorD as a tender plant, and as a root 
out of a dry ground. His form is chang'd 
his beauty wither'd. Every ſolace of 
life is fled, and all the ſmiles of the bloom 


= * 
83 


ing year. He is deſpis'd-and rejected of 


men: a man of ſorrows, and acquainted 
with grief. Men are ſilent at the! aMic- 


tion of his ſoul. They turn away their 


- 
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faces from him. Vet hath he borne our 
| eriefs, and carry*d our forrows. For our 
- tranſgreſſions is he wounded, and with his 
ftripes are we heal'd. Like the wandering 
ſheep have we gone aſtray we have 
turn'd every one to our own way: the 
LoRD' hath therefore laid on him the ini- 
quity of us all. Oppreſs'd and afflicted, 
he opens not his mouth: meek, like the 
lamb; is he led to the ſlaughter, and as a 
ſheep before her ſhearers, is dumb. From 
priſon. and from judgment is he taken, 
and who ſhall declare the generation of 
the redeem'd, who are numerous as the 
hoſt of Heaven, He hath given his life 
an offering for ſin, he ſhall therefore ſee 
his ſeed; a race of new immortals, who 
having dy'd to fin, have awak'd to righte- 
ouſneſs, and with hits ſhall enjoy eternal 
life, = : : 

Thus ſpake whe Rxönt MER, 440 FO 
continu'd long ſilent, with his eyes lift up 
to Heaven. At length he reſum'd. This, 
O my diſciples ! is the laſt time in which 
I ſhall keep this feaſt with you. F or never 

Vo“. I. M 


a uE . SSTAH: Boon IN 
Aare ſhal L taſte the fruit gf the. chegtful 
une, till I drin it new in my h 
anom In the realms of Joy a u 


There. I ſhall ſee, you, again, and with, the 
aſſembled fathers, commence new feſtivals, 
| ſpiritual, repaſts, of perpetual, duration. 
„Ixsus ceas'd, and ſtill all were lent, 
Thus filent were the holy . people on 
Mount Moriah, when Sol oo, the : 
wiſeſt of the ſons of ABRAHAM, at the 
prayer of conſecration, lay'd his crown at 
the altar, before the ETERNAT, Then 
was the temple fill'd with a cloud. The 
prieſts, beholding the glory of the Lonn, | 
were unable to continue their ſacrifices, 
| and the jubilant Hallelujah's ceas d. Not 
a2 Werd was then heard, till one of t 
F ſupplicants, tranſported with ſacred awe, 
lift up his face to the cloud, and with tre- 
mulous voice, and arms ſtretch'd forth 
towards Heaven, cry d, Holy, holy, holy! = 
Thus filent were the diſciples, till Lzn- 
BEVs, turning to. J pas, with ſoft voice, 
faid: Rl | 
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Alas tis now too certain, that wat - 
ever the other diſciples; i may ſay or thinle 
of his frequent diſcourſes on death, that 
the Son Or Mx is about to die Come 
Death, relief from miſery,” the repoſe/ 'of 


the weary traveller, take-pity on mel for 


when Jxsus, my Lonp, is led to death 

like a lamb to the ſlaughter,” thou wilt be 
my. ſole” conſolation! His ſighs nom 
ſtopp'd his voice. The Mz 95148 ob- 
ſervd him and Judas, and giving him 
x look of mingled benevolence and grief, 
ſaid to his diſciples, How ſhall I-tell you, 
my friends, that one "of yo will betray 
he! =; 

Seis d 2 aden grief ad aRtonilhe 
ment, all cry'd, Loxp is it I? The: 


Mxssr An anſwer'd, It is one of you who! 
now keep the paſchal feaſt with me. 


Here his countenance aſſum'd the ſeverity, 
of the judge, and be added, The Soo 
Max goeth, as the prophiets have written, 
of him; but woe to him by whom he is 
f betray'd: good were: it Wer man TP 
| M 2. er Hin 
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2 GON 


ha: had never been born. Jvpas then, 


* 


with low voice, repeating, J it 1. ” JE 
SUS whiſpering anſwer” d, Thou! n knowelt 


| that i it is thyſelf. | 


. Now thoughts of race d eternal A 


112 


vation again brighten the Mzepiartor's S. 
countenarice./: "He riſes to inſtitute the la- 
_ cred Euchariſt, uttering t] the ſolemn 1 we 


421 


which. ſo 1 os | boldly. profane, | 


ſuperſtition,” by 3 Ignorance, an _and, by 0 
hateful voice. But i 1. Vain do. 1 Wear 
the fair garb of Chriſtianity, 3cY or the well 
painted maſk; ; for white, with "polluted , 
hearts, they chant the praiſes. of the Tpor- 


leſs REDEEMER, they call down. on 


| themſelves the 1 855 of eternal Noi 


SS LEN 


on Fs iinpious & -; 1 15 8 0 5 
late : while 1 750 in 9 0 

wallowing | in vice, * meck-ey'd_ Mercy, ? 
ever. gracious, ever. pure, ſtretches IE 
out her hand to them. All i | NOW: receiv'd 


from him the bread, emblem of his brokea | 
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body, and the ſacred cup. typical of his 
; reaming bload—with humility and © aw 
ful ſilence they receivd them from his 
hand. When Jon, ſeiz'd with a ſud· 
den tranſport, ſunk” down to his feet, 


Kiss d them, and wetted, chem with his 


12 88 C3”} 


tears. | 
_Jesvs "then looking up OTE 11525 
ven, with a gracious ſmile, cry yd, 0 
FATHERIU permit him to ſee my glory. 
Jonx then ariſing beheld at the end of 
| the chamber a bright aſſembly of angels, 
| who knew that he ſaw; them; Rapt in an 
extatic tranſport, he beheld” the ſublime 
GABRIEL, with motionleſs aſtoniſhment: 
entaptur'd he ſaw the brightneſs of the ce- 
leſtial RaPHAEL, and him he honour'd: 
with delight unutterable, he alſo perceiv'd 


SALEM in an human form, who, with a 


ſmile of friendſhip, .open'd bis arms, and 
him he Iov'd.” Now, turning his raviſh'd 
eyes, he difcover'd. in the Mzss1AaH's 
placid countenance, traces of his celeftial 


| gory, and ſunk ſpeechleſs on his boſom, 
GABRIEL then roſe” on tis extended 


M3 


1 
| 
| 
| 
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wings, and, tranſported with love; ſaid to 
Jesus, C O thou, great Mxssran, em- 
brace me, as thou embraceſt thy diſciple 

To him the 'Mzss1an anſwer'd, Thou, 
O GABRIEL ſhalt attend on me, when 
1 ſit on my throne, and ſhalt be ſeated 
with ELoa, in the preſence of the * | 
-Hren. '\GaBRIEL bow'd adoring 
At laſt came Juras;' and with the ſa- 
' miliarity, and diſſembled love of Jonn, 
"threw himſelf at the feet of JESUS. Ju- 
pus ariſe, faid the Msst AR, and gave 
him the cup, the memorial of his death. 
Fopas receiv'd it unmov'd. Then the 
"Saviour, viewing him, was troubled in 
Fpirit, and, with a loud voice, ery'd, I 
Know thoſe whom I have'choſen yet one 
of you will betray me. This I now tell 
you, that ye may believe when it is ac- 
compliſh'd, and that ye may know the 
rewards prepar'd for him that continues 
faithful unto the end. He that receiveth 
my word ſhall be ſay d. Whoſoever re- 
© ceiveth you, receiveth me; and whoſo- 
ever receiveth me, receiveth him that ſent 
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me, But the traitor. will Not: obtain. the 
erown of life. I repeat it again, one 21 
you: will betray the Son or Max! 
Sorroy was again ſpread oyer- jel 
countenance, / P#TER then made à ſign 
to Joann, who. fill lay reclin'd on the 
breaſt of the REDEEMER, and, whiſper- | 
ing, aſk'd, Who is it? He, it is ſaid, 
the SAVIOUR; with low voice, to whom 
I, with tender affection, and brotherly 


love, give this ſop. He then gave it to 


Jobs. Jon trembled; but his A 
| Ce n ae by 5 
Joss now abruptly ' left e ron. 
Night was come, and he Was ſurrounded 


with all its terrors. Wildly he caſt his 


eyes into the dark obſcure, and thus ſpake 
to himſelf: He then certainly knows it! 
Now will the ſmooth, the fawning Joan, 
with his inceſſant ſmiles, reveal it to them all 
== All will know what the heart of Jesvs 


has intruſted to him They will all know. 


What I have done — Be it ſo Theſe new 


4 &. 2 1 1 1 - - 4 1 ' y 
_— - 4 wa = © 1 * LT 2 4% © FE « 
# 


"ON fy- before kd have obtain: 


# 


their kingdoms. + Jou may perhaps ſoon 
learn to lay aſide his inſidious ſmiles;>and 
PETER, when in bonds, will be leſs 
bold With what imperious accent did 
Ixsus ſpeak ! With what a ſtern air, 
and commanding voice did he cry, Judas 
ariſe ! How different the language he 
uſes to his favourite JH Kings in- 
deed are not to be commanded ! I will 
however ſee them again, before they ob- 
tain their kingdoms in bonds will J fee 
them [but their friend will die !—Is it 
poſſible? who will believe that he can die, 
who has rais'd others from the dead 
He die !—What wilt thou relent? O my 
ſuffering heart J baniſh all humanity {— 
If he dies he muſt ſurely be a viſionary, 
and not the Sent of -Gop=—Our prieſts 
are men of wiſdom they are conſecrat- 
ed by IX HOVAk, the King of Kings 
yet they always hated him l The'law 
of Mosxs is the rule of their conduct 
Tam their confident. — He ſurely will 
: not die —yet ſhall I ſee him bound—Ie 
17 # 
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naa. n 
— his.belau'd:di ir 


2 tak — 


che ſlichted Junas hut I muſt haſte 


for me wait the Lords of Jeruſalem. 


Ile then proceeded to the bigh-prieſt's 


palace. The aſſembly of the diſciples was 
nom holy, and unpolluted by guilt; Thus 
. when the Chriſtian youth return'd from 
the interment of Ax Axx AS and SAPHIRA, _ 
with fairer beauty ſhone the congregation 


95 in the eye of the Lon n; for their ſacred 


unanimity was diſturb'd by no ſelſiſu, no 


ſordid diſpoſition. In the meanwhile J- 


sus, conſcious of his dignity,” with divine 
— and Wir enen ing 
atÞ Now is the — or Man glority'd. 
now is the infinite, the: boundleſs; merey 
of the Mos Hich glorify'd - in him. 
Though at preſent his ſplendor. is veil'd by 
the body of fleſh, ſoon, ſhall even this 


| human: frame de inveſted with celeſtial 
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ſpeech. —Why, my children, doyouweep? 
tis true I ſhall ſoon leave you: ye thall 
eek: me, but ſhall not find me: ſor ye 
know not whither 1 go; and whither 1 
go, ye cannot come. — But ceaſe your 
tears. Ye ſhall ſee me again; My dear 
.children,”T give you, a new command- 
ment — a commandment more noble, 
more exalted than all the traditional ob- 
FH | Nervances of the ſcribes and elders: Love 
| each other, as T have lov'ds you: for by 
your tender, youf mutual, your diſinte- 
reſted —— agatgy men know that 
ye are my diſciples. Scl SGi ello: 
StMONH PETER chen aroſe) and ſaid, 
El Whither, Loxn, doſt thou go? Whi- 
Ei ther I go, ſaid the RREDEEMER, thou 
canſt not now follow me; but thou ſhalt at 
length follow my ſteps, and walk in the 
path I tread. Why, O my Lorp, ſaid 
PETER, with an eager and amiable 
. warmth ; why cannot I follow thee now? 
To preſerve thy life will I lay down my 
on! Thou, Simon, lay down thy life 
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return'd Tags; alas l. how little doſt 
thou know thyſelf! I repeat it again, that 


ere the early cock proclaims the An 
dawn, thou wilt deny me thrice ! + 


The Repermer then aſking. i they | 


were all preſent, the diſciples,” opprefs'd 


with melancholy, anſwer'd, We are hee. 


Cunlsr then returnꝰd, The voice of one 


I no longer diſtioguiſh. To this LenBevs 


reply d, trembling, Jupas IscakIor is 
wanting. Jꝝsus was ſtanding; but he 
now kneel'd, and the apoſtles plac d them- 
ſelves on their knees around him. The 
bleſs'd Saviour. then lifting up his eyes, 


pray d with a loud voice: O Farmer! 


the hour is come, 'glorify thine only be- 
Wren SON, that thy SON may alſo glo- 

thee. To his power haſt thou com- 
Pa, a all mortals, that he may at length 


raiſe them from the dead, and beſtow. a 


them everlaſting felicity. This, O my 
Gop | is eternal life, to know thee, and 


Cunior whom thou. haſt ſent, as the 
PRINCE or PEACE: and the Kine. or 5 


\ 


*% 
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GLorx. , Already; O FarHEN I de 
behold in ſpirit the accompliſhment of che 
important work. Thee have T)glarify'd- 
here on earth, and the work thou gaveſt 
me ta do, 1 haye finiſh'd. No crowns 
| and. regal. honours await me at thy right 
hand! A me the glory, T .enjoy'd with 
thee, ere J, by, thy power, created the. 
earth, and its inhabitants. Thy tremen - 
dous thy gracious. name have I declar d 
to thoſe thou gaveſt me out of this guilty 
world : thine they were: thou  gaveſt 
them me ; J and to the wiſdom. Which © 
taught them, they haue faithfully ad- 
thou teacheſt me, I have taught t to 1 
This knowledge they with duty and with 
reyerence haye, receiy d.; deep in their 
hearts have they lodg'd. this divine truth, 
that thou, haſt ſent, me... For them, O 
Farnen |! do 1 pray for them I now. 
pray, and not ſor the World. All wha) 
are mine are thine ; ; thoſe that are, thine. 


are mines and the ſubje&, of my. Joy and 


— - truth of the prophets: No come | 
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my glory. Now do I quit this edithly 
globe, to return to thy celeſtial tpfone — 
to thee; O FATHER! but they femam 
oH earth=they" will remain the ſcorn 5 
| ſmners,” and exposd to miſery”! 5 Keep 
then,” O holy” "FATHER |. thoſe” whom” 
thou haſt given me, that the &y as brethteh 
may live: in amity, and like us unite, in 
the great Wörk of love" and: grace divine. 
While cloathꝰd in this terreftrial frame, T 
have taken care of them, | ang wateh'd 


over their immortal ſouls. 155 8851 


0 my FAT HER, none habe 1 lot, bu 
the ſon of Perditlon! He, u ratef un ap 
deſerted me, and is become a Witneſs to 


4 — 


to thec. Thus I peak while 1 am il 
with them, that they may think on my. 
glory, and reſoice in my joy. The words 
of thy love have they heard, and fir inners 
bave hated them, as they hated me. Yet 
J pray not that thou wouldſt take them 

from the earth; but only that thou woulllt 
mhield them from their perſecutors.; — 
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from the ſpirits of anke ſor they 
Ike me walk in, innoe Sanctify 
them,. O Gop ! through. oy de thy 
word is truth. As thou haſt ſent me, I 
ſend them: for them I lay down my life, 
that! they may] be pure and holy, and 
ready to ſuffer fox. the cauſe of truth and 
virtue. Yet, O my FATHER !..T pray 
not for my diſciples alone; but for thoſe 
they ſhall convert for thoſe my children, 
who will one day, like the dew of the 
morning, be born to me through thy 
word. May they all be one, as thou, 
FarkkR, art in me, and I in thee, ſo 
4 they be one in us: that the world 
believe that thou haſt fent me. 
The glory! I receive from thee, 1 give to 
them, that they may be one, even as we 
are one, and all fulfil thy gracious in- 
tentions; that the ſinners of the earth, 
fill'd with admiration, may perceive that | 
I was ſent from Heaven. Love them, O 
my Gop ! whom thou haſt given me, as 
the firſt fruits of thy Sox's love to manʒ 
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may cheſr be Where I am, and behefd 
that glory, which thou, gracious FA wk, 
gaveſt me, before the Heavens were 
ſtretch'd around this /earthly' ball. The 
world know thee not; but T haveknown 
thee. To theſe” my friends; have I off 
clos d the important Purpose fr WM 1 
was ſent, and will farthher diſeloſe them, 
that thy love to me may penetrate their 
hearts, and their immortal ſouls be fill'd 
n love to thee, and their REDEEMER!” 
Now Jxsus aroſe, and went forth with 
his Gſchples!" At lengch; drawitig near to 
the brook' of Cedron, and hearing the 
nightly” breeze play in the branches of 
ſome olives that ſtood on an eminence, 
he ſaid to GABRIEL, In the depth of the 
garden, on the noping ſide of the moun- 
tain, is a ſolitary ſpot, "ſhaded by a grove 
of palms, there aſſemble the angels. Thus 
the SAVIOUR ſpake, and was now draw- 
ing near to the accompliſhment of ſuch 
exalted deeds, as ſince the creation of the 
earth and the heavens, or ſince the birth 
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of the angels, had | never been known: 
ſuch as were never ſeen in the boundleſs 
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